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f/a/i Dioceses 
Pagel / 

By MARTIN T O O M 6 S 
Southern Tier Editor 

Elmira — Representatives 
of the four dioceses wh i ch 
constitute the state's Ap­
palachian region met fo r the 
f,r5t t ime here Apr i l 1 , and 
discussed the fu tu re fo r a 
state o r g a n i z a t i o n and 
heard f rom three guest 
speakers. . 

Represented were the 
dioceses of Buffalo, 
Rochester, and Albany. 
which all have counties 
designated as part of Ap-
palachia. Observers f r o m 
the Ogdensburg diocese and 
the Appalachian Regional 
Council also a t tended. 

The assembly was ad­
dressed by Father Les 
Schmidt, a G lenmary priest 
who spoke on the pastoral 
This Land is H o m e t o M e , " 

signed by the Appa lach ian 
region bishops, by Phi l ip 
Ronan, a layman from the 
diocese of R ichmond, 
Virginia, and Sister Shawn 
Scanlon, execut ive d i rec tor 
of the Cathol ic Commi t t ee 
of Appalachia. 

Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 
communicated his we l come 
to the delegates, no t ing tha t 
" I am very happy tha t you 
are gathering t o discuss 
pastoral min is t ry to non-
metropoli tan areas and a 

Joint Meeting 
ministry that includes at 
tention to the needs of 
people and questions of 

' just ice . . . the questions that 
you will be discussing are 
not conf ined to just one 
diocese. W e share them 
i n c o m m o n a n d so 
c o o p e r a t i o n a c r o s s 
diocesan lines is also very 
exci t ing to see" 

' While considering future 
organization, Sister Alice 
M c L a u g h l i n o f t h e 
Rochester Of f i ce of Human 
Development suggested the 
inclusion of other state 
dioceses that wished to 
par t ic ipate in discussions on 
ru ra l ' m in is t ry . O t h e r 
delegates concurred w i th 
the suggestion, and the ad 
hoc executive commit tee, 
c o m p o s e d of represen­
ta t i ves f r o m the f ou r 
dioceses of Appalachia, w i l l 
study the question. 

Father Les Schmidt high­
l ighted the sections of the 
pastoral "This Land is Home 
to M e , " which he fel t were 
the most important . 

The pastoral, issued in 
February 1975 and signed by 
the 26 bishops in 13 states in 
the Appalachian region, was 
wr i t ten f rom 500 pages of 
in fo rmat ion f rom persons in 
Appalachia, Father Schmidt 
reported. 

He emphas i zed the 
le t te r 's open ing , w h i c h 
states "we know that there 
wi l l be other opinions about 
the t ruth of Appalachia, 
other views than those of 
the poor. But we must 
remind ourselves that the 

'poor are special in the eyes 
; of the Lo rd . " Father Schmidt 

c a l l e d t h e s t a t e m e n t 
"profound," noting that the 
bishops are taking their 
leadership "no t f rom the 

I weal thy or the Brookings 
\ Institute (a Washington 
; think tank), but f rom the 
' poor." 

• The letter refutes the idea 
! that coal is king in Ap-
] palachia. Father Schmidt 

pointed out. It states: "the 
! kings are those who contro l 
, big coal, and the prof i t and 

power which come with it. 
Many of these kings don' t 
live in the region." As a 
result, "Max im iza t ion of 
Prof i t " has become a goal 
"which too often converts 
itself into an idolatrous-
power." 

Looking to the future, he 
po in ted to the letter 's 
statement that "we have 
no easy answers, so this is 
but a first step. It must not 

' be the last step. Hopefu l ly , 
this letter, itself a product of 
d i a l o g u e , w i l l s ta r t a 
process, w h e r e i n the 
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Missions Carnival 

The students of St. M a r y O u r M o t h e r , Horseheads, 
recently c o n d u c t e d a carnival for the missions, raising 
nearly $ 2 0 0 . P ic tu red is o n e of the booths; the 
students c o n t r i b u t e d by a l lowing their classmates to 
throw wet sponges at t h e m , for a price. Above, M i k e 
Dimon takes a i m at M a r i a Rampul la . Taking tickets is 
Monica Smi th , a n d M a r k Palinkas is ready to retrieve 

the sponge. 

* * ^ ^ .ssBSS" 
Lenten Play 

"It's Cool in the Furnace", a play performed by students of 
St. Patrick's School^ Seneca Falls, captivated the audience 
with its portrayal of the story of Shadrach, Meshack and 
Abednegd. The play, especailly fitting for Lent, was directed 
by Claude E. Lester. The 5-8 graders who made up the 
cast Melissa Benassi, Eric Bergamo, Nadine Berjetta, 
Daniel China, Maria DeSarro, Jerry Fay, Lisa Furano, 
Francis Giovannetti, Heather Koch, Kim Koch, Patricia 
Li, Lisa Millis, Michele Perdicho, Lisa Polsinetti, Mary 
Porto, Debbie Povero, Maureen Rogers, Raymond 
Rutz, Jay Same, Anne-Marie Shipley, Barbara Shipley, 

Beth Sipos, lames Tdni, and Timothy VanArsdale. 

April 21 

The publ ic is invi ted . 

POETRY WINNERS 
Horseheads — T w o 

students of St. Mary Our 
Mother School received 
prizes in the annual Stelle 
Memor ia l Library poetry 
contest. Winning first prize 
in the elementary div is ion 
was Carmel Gallagher. Beth 
Crowley won an honorable 
ment ion award. 

Assembly 
Meets 

Auburn— the Seneca-
Cayuga Regional Assembly 
w i l l meet at 7:30 p.m., Apr i l 
17 at Sacred Heart Church, 
here. The agenda w i l l in­
clude elect ion of off icers 
and planning for the June 
assembly. 
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Father Les Schmidt , addressing the Appa lach ia conference at St. Casimir 's, Elmira 
on April 1. 

Cathol ic commun i t y can 
join together with all people 
of good will throughout the 
region to reflect on and act 
for a more just society." 

Working for a more just 
society is the goal that must 
be s t r i ven f o r . Father 
Schmidt noted. He referred 
to the current J. P. Stevens 
Co. boycott, and related 
that some have questioned 
why they should get in­
volved in another prob lem. 
The ef for t and t roub le 
involved is "necessary, not 
op t i ona l , " he emphasized. 

Phil ip Ronan descr ibed 
some o f t h e c o m p l e x 
problems in the area of 
Virginia where he works. In 
one county , he said, 30 per 

cent of the people l ive in 
poverty, and 35 per cent of 
the land is owned by a single 
coal company. The com­
muni ty needs a new school , 
he reported, bu t the coa l 
company won ' t sell any land 
so that one can be bui l t . 

Land resources must be 
protected " f o r the good of 
a l l , " Ronan noted; " t he 
motivation of the economy" 
should be " n o t p ro f i t , bu t 
need. " He recommended 
land use and land re form as 
topics the new state group 
cou ld address. 

Sister Shawn Scanlon 
described the organ izat ion 
of the Catho l ic Commi t t ee 
of Appal,achia, and noted 
tha t other organizat ions 

simi lar to the New York one 
are forming. Sister Shawn 
also noted that the Catholic 
Committee works closely 
with the, Commission. On 
Religion, in Appalachia , 
w h i c h i n c l u d e s 1 8 
denominat ions interested in 
the "d ign i t y and level of 
human l i fe . " 

5 The program also in­
c luded t ime for discussion 
among the diocesan groups, 
and reports on act iv i t ies and 
f u t u r e p lans . D i o c e s a n 
delegat ion leaders were: 
Sis ter E i l een P r i m r o s e , 
A l b a n y ; Fa ther D o n a l d 
Bauer, Syracuse; Father Nei l 
Mi l le r , Rochester, and Pat - . 
F o g a r t y , B u f f a l o _ ^ J £ 
representing Father Robert ' 
Wi l l i amson. 

H o r s e h e a d s — C u s h i n g 
Dolbeare wi l l be the speaker ] 
at a Housing Conference 
sponsored by the Bishop 
Sheen Housing Foundat ion 
and the Tri-County Ac t ion 
Counci l on Apr i l 21 . The 
program wi l l begin at 11:30 
a.m. at the New York State 
Electric and Gas Service 
Center A u d i t o r i u m in 
Horseheads. 

Ms. Dolbeare is nat ional ly 
known for her work in low 
and m o d e r a t e i n c o m e 
housing. She w i l l speak on 
housing in rural America. 

Missions Featured 
Sister Rosalma Hayes showed slides and exp la ined the work at the Sisters of St. 
Joseph mission in Braz i l recent ly t o the students of St. M a r y O u r M o t h e r School , 

Horseheads. T h e program was part of t h e school's mission awareness w e e k . 

King Housing Fund 
Guidelines Issued 

Individuals interested in 
d e v e l o p i n g l o w a n d 
moderate income housing in 
the Rochester area now 
have a set of guidel ines fo r 
making app l ica t ion to the 
Commun i ty Chest's Mar t i n 
Luther King fund. 

The guidelines outline the 
types of housing 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
rehabilitation projects 
which would qualify for 
support f r om the King fund . 

Begun in 1968 w i t h a 
$250,000 gi f t f r om Joseph C. 
Wi lson, the fund is ad­
ministered by the Chest's 
housing commi t tee . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
g u i d e l i n e s , i n d i v i d u a l s 
wishing to rehabi l i ta te b o t h 
owner-occupied and rental 
propert ies or deve lop new 
new low and moderate 
income housing in this area 

w o u l d be e l i g i b l e f o r 
" l o a n s " f rom the fund. 
Funds also are avai lab le for 
housing deve lopment and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n d e m o n ­
strat ion projects and for 
new or innovat ive housing 
programs and services. \ 

Fred Buse, chairman of 
the housing committee, said 
he hoped the guidel ines 
w o u l d encourage the use of 
the King Fund to improve 

the housing s i tuat ion in 
Monroe , Wayne, Ontario^, 
and Orleans count ies. He 
said {hat p ro f i t and non­
p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n s in­
terested in deve lop ing lovv 
a n d m o d e r a t e i n c o m e 
housing may apply for l o a n ^ 
from the fund. Information 
may be obtained from the 
Chest's housing planner, 
Margaret Barcher at 454-
2770. 
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