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FATHER C U D D Y FATHER ATWBLL 

The Odd Couple 
W e can . t h i n k o f n o b e t t e r e x a m p l e t o p o i n t u p 

t h e l esson o f Len t t h a n t h e f a c t t h a t w h e n F a t h e r 

H e n r y A t w e l l goes o n a p i l g r i m a g e t o t h e H o l y 

La r i d f r o m A p r i l 21 t o M a y 5, his f i l l - i n a t St 

A g n e s in A v o n w i l l b e n o n e o t h e r t h a n Fa the r 

F*au l j . C u d d y . 

N o w , d o n ' t g e t us w r o q g . ,Th is is n o t a 

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n in t h e sense o f t h e w o r d . A l t h o u g h 

t h e t w o p r ies ts h a v e f o u n d l i t t l e t o ag ree a b o u t 

o v e r t h e yea rs , t h e y h a v e m a i n t a i n e d , a w a r m 

f r i e n d s h i p in s p i t e o f t h e i r d i f f e r i n g v i e w s . 

So i t w a s o n l y n a t u r a l t h a t w h e n F a t h e r A t w e l l 

"was h o s p i t a l i z e d r e c e n t l y . F a t h e r C u d d y w a s 

a m o n g his v i s i t o r s . " R e a l i z i n g h is g r e a t d e v o t i o n 

t o P u r L a d y , " sa i d F a t h e r A t w e l l , " I t h o u g h t i t 

f i t t j n g * h a t he be m y r e p l a c e m e n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

o n J ^ / l a y l . " 

W e h o p e t h e lesson in t h i s h u m a n v i g n e t t e is 

so a p p a r e n t t h a t i t n e e d c n o f u r t h e r v e r b i a g e . 

Tjhank y o u , Fa the r A t w e l l . 4 , 

Tjhank y o u . Fa the r C u d d y . 

B-l No! 
A l e t t e r f r o m f o u r C a t h o l i c a g e n c i e s in I o w a t o 

P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r u r g i n g h i m t o h a l t t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e B*-1 b o m b e r " f o r t h e s a k e o f 

p e a c j e " p o i n t s u p t h e p r o b l e m f a c i n g C a r t e r a r i d 

a l t o f us . -* ,- i 

O n l y t h e m o s t n a i v e o f c i t i z e n s w o u l d d e r i y 

t h e t j h rea t t o l i b e r t y r e p r e s e n t e d b y t h e U.S.S.R. 

and Communist China. And yet it is difficult t|o 
d e f e n d t h e e x p e n d i t u r e o f $9£ b i l l i o n f o r a f l e f t 
o f t jhese b o m b e r s , t h e Necess i ty a n d ef
f e c t i v e n e s s o f w h i c h is w i d e l y i q u e s t i o n e d . 

i 

The. i n a n i t y 9 f t h e arJD5 rjlSe. b e c o m e s C | e a r 

w h e n o n e c o n s i d e r s t h a t (the cjost o f o n e B^ l , $ 8 6 

m i l l i o n , w o u l d k e e p n i n e c q V n m u n i t y c o l l e g e s , 

each serving 10,000 students], in business, for a 
year, according to the paciffsjt American Friends 
S e r v i c e C o m m i t t e e . j 

A n d i f t h e t o t a l c o s t $92 b j l l i o n w e r e i n j e c t e d 

into housing, for example, thijik of the multitude 
o f g o o d p r o v i d e d — so lv in je a n e m b a r r a s s i n g 

n a t i o n a l p r o b l e m , c r e a t i n g joibs, i n j e c t i n g e q u i t y 

i n t o t h e e c o n o m y . ' 

P o p p i n g o f f is n o t r e c o m m t e n d e d in t h i s e r a , i f 

e v e r i t c a n b e c o n d o n e d . j \ t t h e s a m e t i m e , 

h o w e v e r , a f t e r d u e a n d C h r i s t i a n c o n s i d e r a t i o n , 

w e m u s t r e i t e r a t e o u r o b j e c t i o n t o t h e B-l 

b o m b e r . I t s c r e a t i o n w i l l o n l y p r o d u c e t h e n e e d 

f o r f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f d e a t h - d e a l i n g 

m a c h i n e r y b o t h h e r e a n d a b r o a d . T h e t i m e has 

c o m e i n m a n y s p h e r e s o f o u r l i f e — a b o r t i o n , 

t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y , g e n o c i d e , ] t o n a m e jusfr ia f e w 

— f o r us t o say n o t o d e a t h aJid v i o l e n c e . ! 

Sorry, Bv|t . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h i s n e w s p a p e r is p r o h i b i t e d b y 

p o s t a l / r e g u l a t i o n s f r o m p r o m p t i n g o r a d v e r t i s i n g 
a n y g a m e s o f c h a n c e — r a f f l e s , B i n g o , Las V e g a s 
N i g h t s , e t c . • • i • j 

W e h a v e e d i t o r i a l i z e d t h a t w e f e e l ( these 
r e g u l a t i o n s a r e u n n e c e s s a r y e s p e c i a l l y i w h e n 

very often such affairs are f i r excellent clauses 
a n d alsxt i n t h e l i g h t o f t h e e\ ler - increas i | fg | i r . rend 
t o w a r d l e g a l i z e d g a m b l i n g p r o m o t e d byj i s t a t e 
g o v e r n m e n t s . - •*• j 

I n t h e m e a n t i m e , w e m u s t a b i d e b y th ie l a w 
a n d ask, t h e . i n d u l g e n c e o f j o u r p a r i s h jnews 
c o n t r i b u t o r s i n t h e m a t t e r , i . . [| 
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Action9 Raises 
Misgivings 
Editor : 

jAs we comple te the Parish 
Counc i l process for input 
in to the Cal l to Ac t i on 
p ipg ram I f i nd si lence a 
tempt ing course t o take. 

IH o-w e v e r , t h e m o r e 
responsible course seems to 

at least expression to 
m e m i s g i v i n g s a b o u t 
i e c i f i c I s s u e s a n d 

o m m e n d a t i o n s a n d 
the approach and 

thodo logy of the project. 

g ive 
sdj 
s-
rejjc( 
a t lout 

W e are ca l led upon to 
rank order a number of 
isfuest I give zero pr ior i ty to 
the rjnajority of, them as 
ei ther ready oii f i t for ac t ion 
by the bishops' conference 
in 19717. 

There is cal l 
12t par t icu lar issues, af ter a 
m a x i m u m of 
discussion on 
W h a t are we vo t i ng on when 
we vo te "Th. i t the local 

for a vote on 

ten minutes 
each issue. 

Church should 
in the select ion of bisl iops 
and | pastors? 
process? How 
prayirtg? By 
lobbyi ing? 
needejd 
proposed as 

By what 
involved? By 
paying? By 

Spec i f i cs are 
on w h a t is being 

invo lvement 
befc ore a person can in-
t$$8&tiW(0te 

Sorrie of the sroposaJs are 
ob jec t i onab le as items for 
an; agenda of the Amer i can 
bishofis, e.g. Number Three, 
issue four , w o u l d n ' t the 
bishops be g iv ing us al l a 
pecu l ia r lesson 
au tho r i t y by engaging jn the 
c i r cumven t i on af the recent 
Va t i can dec la ra t i on on the 
ndfr -ord inat ion of women?; 

• Number Four, i< sue f ive , and 
N u m b W Sever, issue ten , 
a re ^ve d e v e l o p i n g a 
compu ls i ve penchant fo r 
more pronouncements? Part 
of ipur real t roub le seems t o 
be tha;t peop le do no t have 

the. space ,to time to read or 
f i j e jthe m u l t i t u d e * o f 

p r o n o u n -
papers, 

s t a t e m e n t s , 
cements, pos i t ion 
resource mater ia l , special 

be' invo lved 

yes^ojy^o 

of d o c i l i t y t o 

report̂  that de 
Gresham's lavtr 
f o u n d ] app l i ca t i on in 
Churc j i , d r i v i f i g o u t 
c i r c u l a t i o n 
classics, dec larat ions ofi the 
H o l y | See, o r b i shop ' s 
statements tha t were w r i t t en ;mj< 

eel scarcely a month ago 

Therie is no 
g e t t i r j g s o u 
opin ions. But 
our bishops n« 
cdhsider themselves 

abject ion to 
i i d i n g s olf 

e t us hope 
come t o 

as just 
polll tajkers! There must bef" cers! 

p r o v 

uge us now! 
has now 

the 
Of 

t h e o l o g i c a l 
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paid at Rochester, 

evaluat ing the competence 
of voter judgement. 

Father Bertrand Scully, 
OF/V4, Cap. 

St. Fidelis Friary 
Inter laken, N.Y. 

Doesn't Like 

'Call to Action' 
Editor: 

A c c o r d i n g to Father 
Vincent Mice l l i , ' S), the 
"Ca l l to A c t i o n " in Detro i t 
in October 1976-was more a 
"ca l l to rebel l ion." He states 
that the group at tending the 
c o n f e r e n c e was ' ma in l y 
c o m p o s e d of p r i e s t s , 
l iberated nuns in secular 
g a r b , e x - p r i e s t s a n d 
malcontents, usually found 
present in gatherings of this 
type 

i 

The ones in charge would 
no t t o l e r a t e any f ree 
discussion and at one point 
w h e n s o m e e a s t e r n 
Europeans wanted to bring 
up the cause of f reedom 
under Communist ic rule, 

- t h e y were t u r n e d o f f 
because they d id not want 
anyth ing negative brought 
u p i n this meeting; However, 
Father MiceUi states when 
the cr i t ic ism was leveled at 
the Church and her so-called 
fai l ings, this negativism was 
encouraged. 

T h e ' meet ing wais ob-. 
v iously rein by a bigoted 
minor i t y group of agitators. 

, j t makes one wonder why 
the people in our diocese 
have been kept so ignorant 
of the facts as to what 
ac tua l l y went on in the 
D e t r o i t mee t ing . Father 
M i c e l l i states that this 
meet ing was run "a la Sol 
A l i n s k y " style. I'm sure most 
Roches te r ians remember 
the late Sol Aliinsky who 
rushed in to Rochester when 
we had our l i t t le black 
revo lu t ion in the '60s. The 
same revo lu t ionary tactics 
were used a t the Detro i t 
meet ing. 

The ma jor i t y o f Cathol ics 
have w ise ly chosen to 

ignore the "Call to Action" 
but wha t is incongruous to 
me is why the bishop sti l l 
persists in spending his t ime, 
energy and the people's 
funds on such a worthless 
cause., Perhaps if we silent 
major i ty a l l wrote t o the 
bishop in protest, maybe 
he'd be so swamped w i t h 
ma i l that i t may cause him 

to a "Call to Action" in a 
more construct ive d i rect ion. 

Anne B. Christoff 
154 Cr i t tenden Way, No. 3 

Rochester, N.Y. 

Ed i to rs Note : The courier-
Journal staffed the Detroit 
meet ing last October land 
publ ished f irst-hand reports.' 
A l l diocesans, si lent or 
voci ferous, have been given 
the oppor tun i t y to make 
their ppin idhs on1 Det ro i t 
k n o w n j t o t h e b i shop 
through the Courier-Journal. 
Many did just that and the 
b i shop I has been busy 
reading] thei r views. 

Sees Pulpit 
'Abused? 
Ed i to r 

At St. John of Rochester 
Church, on Sunday, Ma rch 
13, Father V incent Col l ins 
gave his predictable, per
sonal and very co lo r fu l 
op in ion of ERA and the 
feminist movement. This in 
itself is noth ing to ' dep lo re . 

| However his abuse o f t h e 
^ p u l p i t and Ihe-HChTrrcTf-Tn-

suppo r t i ng 
po l i t ica l v iewpo in t is. 

The d is t r ibut ion, - a f ter 
each Mass, of pamphlets 
damning ERA, gave one the 
impression that this was the 
Cathol ic Church speaking. 
This is not so, The speaker is 
Father Col l ins, the text 
prejudic ia l and the methods 
unfair. 

Joan Garstka 
3 Chesham Way 

Fairport, N.Y. 14450 

Hurrah for 
Father Atwell 
Editor: 

Laetare. ... Rejoice! ... 
Father Henry A twe l l seems 
to be back on a regular 
basis. He w i l l br ing a few 
breaths of fresh air to an 
atmosphere wh ich has lost a 
good deal o f its freshness 
since Vat ican I I . 

His recent co lumns on 
"no women can be pr iests" 
a n d t h e s t r a n g l i n g 
authoritarianism which lies 
behind the dec larat ion were 
magnif icent. 

The inclusion of Henry 
Atwel l makes the Courier-
Journal a m u c h be t te r 
newspaper. 

Ado lphe and Loe 
d 'Aud i f f re t 

RR2, Naples, N.Y. 14512 

Ordination 

Unforgettable 
Editor: 

Some things in life are 
t o o b e a u t i f u l t o b e 
f o r g o t t e n . The g rea tes t 
memor ia l in the history 6 f 
mankind is the one Jesus 
Christ orda ined in the d iv ine 
c o m m a n d , " D o th i s in 
memory of m e . " 

On Friday, M a r c h 18, a 
new l ink was . jo ined in this 
chain of c o m m a n d . John A. 
Firpo was orda ined a priest 
in the ancient order of 
Melchizedek. A dynamic 
" y e s " registered his c o m 
mi t tment no t o / i l y t o God 's 
ca l l , bu t also in h u m b l e 
service to the needs of the 
People of God . As the new 
f i re of the Easter V ig i l 
symbol izes the new l i fe 
wh ich came th rough Chr is t ' s " 
R e s u r r e c t i o n , t h i s n e w 
leadership in the pr ies thood 
wi'W cont inue t o keep- t he 
Light o f the w o r l d , C h r i s t , ' 
ever br ight in the hearts 6 f 
the People o f G o d . The 
People of G o d g g f o p g d e d 
w i t h a resounding applause-

Qnce again we witness a 
graphic demonstration of 
the 'ef f icacious emphasis of 
V a t i c a n II in the community! 
perspect ive of the Church's f 
l i t u fgy as the People of God I 
assemble in the focal point | 
o f ! t h e i r f a i t h , the 
C e l e b r a t i o n of the I 
Euchar is t . On Saturday, I 
M a r c h 19. the community 
assembled at St. Pius Tenth 
C h u r c h to witness ancf| 
pa r t i c ipa te in Father Firpo's | 
f i rs t Celebrat ion of the * 
Eucjharist. The ineffable I 
beauty of that moment I 
caused the emotions to \ 
s u r f a c e and overflow, | 
render ing d i f f icu l t an - ar-1 
ticuslate descript ion of- the | 
scene. Perhaps, it might ie ^ 
said tha t even an athe/tf; 
inv i ted t o this beautiful 
bant juet and having"par-J 
taken of the wonderful f 
f o o d , w o u l d be compelled |< 

to believe that there was! 
i n d e e d a Great Chef | 
somewhere here. 

4 

The Spiri t of God is 
r e a d i l y v i s i b l e in the 

community of man. As the 
Lord is t he unfai l ing source 
of life and 6f the outpouring 
Qf the H o l y Spirit upon the 
h u m a n 'race, so is the new 

priest an extension of this 
l i fe g iv ing Spirit, bringing 
newness of l i fe to all who 
receive Him. 

The cu lminat ion of this 
memorab le moment was| 
especia l ly noted as the | 
People of C o d resoundingly | 
a p p | a u d e d their pastor, *{ 

Father D o n a l d Murphy,! 
whose pr iest ly example andI 
ded i ca t i on was cited as a | 
ca ta lys t in Father ^Firpo's | 
progress to this ultiniate| 
rea l i ty . i the priesthood. | 

So, i t is w i t h unsuppress_Wl'| 
and Just i f iable pride that the? 
par ish of St. Pius Tenth| 
r e g i s t e r s t h i s specia | 
moniient in the history of itsj j 
people . . 
* 5 

Richard E.JliiM | 
24 Shrubbery law 

Rochester, N.Y. 146* y 

More Letters 
0n Page 5 

I d l e r s intended jo] 
publication must be addreMg 
to Opinion, Courier-Journal,W 
Chestnut St., Rochester, M-
14604. L 
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They should be no h& 
I than 1 , 1/2 page, ^ g j 

douWcwJpaced, with na f f j 
andf addresses. The P * * 
reservesJfhe righl to «M m 
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