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hnterfaiith marriage 
Sidelines were issued April 
fcl975. The following is a 

iprint of this' .pastoral 
Irective. V 
? i 

|The Chur<th is concerned 
|at every rtian and woman 
Jitering mafriage; make the 
toper preparations and 
feeive basic meaningful 
Instructions for success in 
lieir life together. Because 
If circumstances 4nd 
|roblems of interfajith 
Carriages, there may be a 
treater need that the coujple 
Ittain "perfect union of 
lind and a full communion 
(if life in their Catholic 
carriage." 

From a pas to ra l 
Viewpoint, those who 
feceive the couple should 
Realize that each couple is 
iinique and should be 
received with kindness and 

-understanding. A thoughtful 
[realistic dialogue should be 
•entered into to1 discover $he 
•religious attitudes and 
[conviction? about marriage, 
las well as the relationship 
leach has with the Church 
t(|aith, prayer and practice.) 
tlnsights should be gained 
{regarding the attitudes of 
each regarding each other's 
faith, about parenthood, 
and about.the religion of the 

ichildren of the marriage. 
IThe conversation should 
falso include the ex­
pectations of the couple 
j;;about the ceremony or 
^celebration of marriage. 
I Frank and mutual respectful 
[.dialogue witl give insights 

into the convictions and 
values that each has for 

[.•mjarriage —their marriage. If 
: there are serious basic 
conflicts assuring in-
, # # J . j ty. !£.jj?wfy. ,-b e 
<juftifiable to 'a#ise" against 
the marriage, only after the 
couple consults with the 
Office of Family Life. 

of the Catholic 
of the children is 

Christian formation. 

purpose 
education 
true 

The G 
"requests 

mixed 
Catholic 

athol ic party 
a dispensation 

from the Uishop to enter a 
marriage. The 

Three 
concern: 

areas of special 

* j1. The dispensation 
|2. Canonical Form 
|3. Liturgical Celebration 

! THE DISPENSATION 
| i 
|The Church wants the-

couple to know and respect 
one another's belfefs and 
considers ^tself obliged by 
djvine lavV to require the 
Catholic p^rty to promiseito, 
do. all in his power to rear 
his children in the Catholic 
faith. The 
only state 
but should 
non-Catholic 

priest should riot 
the requirement, 
also raassure the 

tha t the 

expected to 
declare trjat he or she is 
ready to remove all dangers 
of^-fallingj away from the 
faith and must also promise 
to do all ii]) his or her power 
to have all children bap­
tized and brought up in the 
Catholic ; fa i th." These 
promises are made by the 
Catholic, and the non-
Catholic, although no longer 
asked to make the promises 
must be informed of them 
before the marriage takes 
place. They are meant to 
give testimony to the 
Catholic's understanding of 
his responsibility before 
God to live his faith, and do 
all that is possible to pass 
that faith on to the children. 

CANONICAL FORM 

A Roman Catholic must 
exchange his vows in the 
presence of a Roman 
Catholic priest and two 
witnesses. For ecumenical 
and"• pastoral reasons, a 
couple may obtain per­
mission to be married in a 
non-Catholic churchj or 
synagogue', by a non-
Catholic clergyman or 
rabbi, and their marriage is 
valid. In some exceptional 
circumstances it may be 
necessary tha t the 
dispensation be granted so 
that.a civil ceremony may 
be performed. 

Three things are needed: 

1. Proper; preparation for 
marriage and dispensation 
from the Bishop (dispen­
sation from form) 

2. Serious reason for 
requesting dispensation: 

a. the non-Catholic's 
relationship with the 
minister; | 

b. strong family at­
tachment of non-Catholic to 
his church; \ 

c. likelihood pf increasing 
f a m i l y h o s t i l i t y if 
marriage took j place in 
Catholic Church. I 

(This is not i a com­
prehensive list; other 
pastoral reasons may call 
for pastoral adaptation.) 

3. Must be some public 
ceremony, preferably a 
religious ceremony. 

i ' ° 
When a. marriage takes 

place in the cljurch of the 
non-Catholic, the official 

A Pre-Cana team consists 
of five married coupilesj a 
priest and sometimes • a 
doctor. The team endeavlors* 
to stress attitudes, , prin­
ciples and values Which 
govern married life, the 
methods used , are 
presentations, film, games 
and discussions. The lead 
couple helps five engaged 
couples discover, miore 
about themselves and jthe 
relationship they can expect 
to build with their mate. The 

_ aim of the team is to.show 
I the engaged couples that 

they arej part 
continuing plan 

of God's 
and how 

they influence each other, 
the family, the Church 
society,.. The Pre-C 
€onfereric|f js required 
all Rorfia f,,,, „,.i3iics who 
are preparing for marriage. 

In the 
l> Rochester ar 
1 registrations' 'im 
I every Pre-Gana Cbnferel 

|;M.' , 
.>, !•>. .*£ it-sis .-.a 

necessary 

and 
jna 
for 

Metropolitan 
re-
for 
ce. 

cards and MVAtW eddies are 

available at every rectory j 
and from campus chaplains, j 
Engaged couples are asked j 
to f i l l out the pre- j 
registration card indicating j 
a first and second choice pf \ 
conference they wish to j 
attend. These cards are sent j 
to the Office of Family Life j 
where they are processed j 
and confirmed by mail. A j 
registration fee of $10 a j . 
couple is charged all f 
couples a t tend ing [• 
Metropolitan Rochester Pre- j 
Cana conferences. This | 
money supports both the j 
regional program and the j 
Office of Family Life. Upon j 
completion a certificate is \ 
given to those attending the j 
conference. The certificate [ 
must be shown to the parish j 
pr iest when f i na l j 
arrangements are made for i 
the wedding. \ 

Pre-Cana teams exist in | 
each diocesan region. \ 
Regional Family Life j 

ceremony (rite) of | that 
church is to be used and the 
non-Catholic (unless the 
priest has receivedj per­
mission to do so) clergyman 
is: the principal witness to 
the couple's exchange of 
vows. The priest may also be 
present and offer prayers or 
some word of 
congratulations. Apart from 
the Eucharist celebration, 
the priest may also read 
from the Scriptures and 
preach. 

LITURGICAL CELEBRATI­
ON OF MARRIAGE^ 

The rite of marriage 
strongly encourages the 
couple to choose the 
scriptural readings, the 
specific prayers and 
blessings, and the musical 
selections for the wedding. 
The couple" also needs to 
decide whether their 
marriage will , be in the 
context of a Wedding Mass, 

taking into account the faith 
traditions of the non-
Catholic and his family. 
Generally, the choice is the 
"liturgy of the Word," with 
the choice of readings and 
prayers appropriate to the 
wedding. Because of our 
general discipline con­
cerning intercommunion, it 
seems preferable to 
discourage celebrating 
interfaith marriages at Mass. 

Celebrating the Lord's 
, Supper, but excluding half 
' the congrega t ion from 
commun ion on ly 
dramatizes the disunity of 
the Church at a celebration 
which should speak of unity 
and love. 

non-Catholic minister to marriage rites«within the 
perform their respective same ceremony. 

All members of the 
wedding party leed not be 
Catholic. A/i invitation may 
be extended to the 
clergyman of the non-
Catholic to take part in the 
ceremony (this! may be the 
desire of the 'non-Catholic 
and his or her family). In 
appropriate vestments, he 
may read the Scriptures, 
prayers, or blessing of the 
couple. He may address 
those present with words of 
congratulations and in this 
way both clergymen give 
public witness to a shared 
pastoral concern for the 
couple. 

The marriage of a 
Catholic to a member of an 
Eastern Orthodox Church 
may be clebrated with a 
Mass. The Orthodox Party, if 
he so wishes and his church 
does not object, may 
receive Holy Communion 
with the Catholic party. * 

A second religious 
ceremony is not permitted, 
nor is it permitted for both 
the Catholic priest and a 

Wedding 
reqeptions 

made simple 
at the Sheraton-

Gatehouse 
Motor Inn 

We know about floral arrangements, 
seating arrangements, music 
line. And the bridal couple car 
here or at any Sheraton they 
ding arties of up to 800. For expert 
call our Sales Department, 334-

About menus. About 
tyow to set up the receiving 

spend their wedding night 
free of charge. Wed-

advice on everything, 
8300. 

choose\ 

\ 

Sheraton-Gatehouse Motor Inn 
SHERATON HOTELS & MOTOR INKlS. A WORLDWIDE SERVICE OF I T T ! 

4831WESTHENRIETTA ROAD, ROCHESTER. NEW YORK -716/334-9300 | 

What Is Pre-Cana? to design a 
track lighting 
system. Choose 
from the (our 
lamp styles shown 
above, each of 
which comes in 
several sizes and 
finishes. Then 
select a track 
available in 2, 4' 
and 8' lengths. Joiner 
units give you even 
more flexibility. Let 
Maynard's show you 
how to decorate with 

Track Lighting Is DRAMATIC 
It's the unique, professional way to call 

attention to your lifestyle. Proud of your 

paintings; spotlight them. Call attention 
to greenery, highlight a fireplace, 
brighten a sewing area, or desk. 

Track Lighting Is FLEXIBLE 
Just snap any or many of the 

miniature decorative lamps 

onto a track which is really a 

continous electrical outlet. 

The lamps swivel easily in 

every direction. 

See it on display and let 
us help you design a 
system for your way 

of life. 
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lECTRIC SURP&, INC. 

PARKING! 

426 STATE STREET • PHONE 546-2640 
Opsn Man. thru Fri. 8 A.M. to 5.30 P.M. 

|TUM. 'HI 9 P.M. SAT. TB Noon 

475 E. RIDGE ROAD ' • PHONE 266-6060 
-- Mon. thru Fri. 8 AM. to 5:30 PJWL 
iThufs. 'til 9 PJM. SAT. 'til Noon 
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