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M y d e a r l y b e l o v e d in Christ: 
1 . !; 'v I 

Ash; W e d n e s d a y summons us t o enter in to t h e 
exper ience o f Lent. As w e par t i c ipa te in t h e Mass of 
Ash W e d n e s d a y , t h e ashes w i l l remind us of our 
m o r t a l i t y , ^ n d t h e Bread a n d W i n e o f the Mass vyiil 
r e m i n d us Of! t h e n e w l i fe w e have rece ived in Christ! 

M o r t a l i t y and n e w l i f e — these are t h e realities! of 
w h i c h Lent speaks t o us. T h e y are t h e t w o pojles 
b e t w e e n w h i c h t h e Lenten exper ience stretches: 
mor ta l i t y , w e U v e in t h e shadow of d e a t h ; new l i fe , w e 
l ive by t h e J ightof the Resurrect ion. Lent is our annua l 
journey f r o m m o r t a l i t y t o resurrect ion. T h e road w e 
t a k e for t h a t j o u r n e y is the road of iconversion. Lent, 
t h e n , is m o r t a l i t y t rave l ing t h e road of convers ion and 
reaching , a t t h e journey 's e n d , the mystery of 
resufrect ioh. Lent begins w i t h ashes, the sign of our 
m o r t a l i t y , and ends w i t h bapt ismal water , the sign of 
our risen l i fe . 

A n o t h e r w a y o f saying a l l this is t o say tha t Lent is a 
sacrament.! A sac rament does t w o things: first; it 
expresses a rea l i ty a l r e a d y going o n in our- l ives; aind, 
secondly , i t deepens tha t rea l i ty and brings it to 

I m e n t ; 

If Lent is t o b e a sac rament for us, w e must u n ­
ders tand t h e rea l i ty a l r e a d y happen ing in our lives 
w h i c h Lent expresses, deepens . a n d brings to 
f u l f i l l m e n t T h a t .reality is t h e rea l i ty of convers ibn. 
Lent , t h e r e f o r e , is t h e sacrament o f cpnvers ion. 

Operation Bread Box 

A program designed to 
r a i s e d i o c e s a n • c o n ­
sciousness I towards world 
hunger as wel l as*money for 
t h r e e i m p o v e r i s h e d 
countries begins today. 

Operatiori Bread Box, 
sponsored by the newly 
formed International Justice 
and Peace Commission, wil l 
send all donations given this 
Lent to Mexico, Upper Volta 
ahd India. The money will 
be used for agricultural self-
help programs Which are 
already in operation 

In add i t ion to ', the 
col lect ion, informational 
programs as welll as slide 
shows dealing with ieach pf 
the three countries wil t be 
shown throughput the 
diocese. 

Sister Susan Scljantz, 55J, 
program coordinator, ex­
plained that Bread Box was 
modeled after last year's 

i Operation Rice Bowl; with 
some exceptions. , 

4 Today, Ash Wednesday, is 
a day of fasfjind abstinence. 
Good Friday also will be a 
cUy of fa i t i n d abstinence, 
and the other Fridays of Lent 

;gr|s, days bf - abstinence, but 
M t of fasting, \ f 

^ | T l i i l i f a # i i defined as one 
iFuilnrneal a day, with two 
lighter rrieals. I t is required 

' " l l& fc^ -^ged 21 4p 59. 
.^/Yp^iiftfiiiWjSn- against 
t»a ton Friday applies to 

y e a r d o n a t i n g 
regions, ' parishes and ] In­
dividuals! may choose which 
of the tljjree countries will 
receive the money they give 
instead of donating to a 
general fund. As in last 
year's program, 75 per cent 
of monies collected in the 
parish goes to the selected 
project, while 25 per cent 
goes to local hunger efforts 
determinjed by . diocesan 
regional assemblies. Sister 
Susan said. 

There J will also be a 
follow-up program on how 
much money was donated 
as well as how and wherje it 

! was used. 

More iimportantly, Sister 
Susan said. Operation Bread 

Box wiill "collect and 
distribute the money in a 
way that emphasizes bur 
interdependence with the 
other countries.' •; 

Both [Sister Susan and 
Lourdes Perez, International 
Peace iind Justice coor­
dinator, said that all jad­
ministrative costs are being 
absorbed by the com­
mission.! All donations- will 
go to the selected projects. 

Results of the Lenten 
co l lec t ion wi l l . be an­
nounced "hopefu l ly by 
early May ," Ms.iPerez said. 
The follpw-up report shduld 
be ready in September. 

Anyope 
Operation 
asked, by 

interested 
Bread .Box 

in 
is 

T o say t h a t Lent, is the 
presupposes someth ing abdikt 
wie have grasped t h e funda m e n t a l 
C p s p e l — t h a t t h e Christ ian 
neverend ing process of mdv 
wljll' f o r - u s * a n d of shedding 
centeredness t h a t a re b o u n d 

sacrament of convers ion 
our l ives, n a m e l y , t h a t 

impera t i ve of the 
f e is an ongoing, 

ing t o w a r d C o d a n d His 
t h e selfishness and self-
Lip w i t h our mor ta l i t y . 

M ,Un less this cpnvers ion 
liy.es, Lent w i l l no t be a s a c t a m e n t 
h a v e noth ing t o express, no th ing 
to: f u l f i l l m e n t . W i t h o u t th< 
t a k i n g p l a c e in our l ives, 
of t o k e n gestures t h a t in 
m e a n i n g . Easter w i l l c o m e 

t h e 

significant having happened 

t 

is going o n in our 
fo r us. For it w i l l 

t o d e e p e n a n d br ing 
convers ion exper ience 
w i l l be m e r e l y a series 
e n d w i l l h a v e n o real 

£nd go w i t h o u t any th ing 
o us. 

process 

Lent 

• But if t h e convers ion process is t ru ly a present 
rea l i ty go ing o n in our lives, then t h e s a c r a m e n t o f 
Lent w i l l d e e p e n tha t process and bring |it t o f ru i t ion . 
Fasting, p e n a n c e , prayer , acts of love and concern wi l l 
not b e m e r e l y isolated act ions in our l ives, bu t rather 
links in a cha in of conversion tha t w i l l (bind us ever 
m o r e f ree ly a n d ever m o r e f u l l y t o th& risen l i fe t h a t is 
he ld o u t to us by our Lord Jesus C h r i s t 

T h e Eucharists and the o ther services tha t w i l l t a k e 
p lace in your parish, churches w i l l o f fer y o u t h e op­
por tun i ty of expressing in r i tual t h e convers ion ex­
per ience t h a t y o u w i l l b e undergo ing dur ing t_ent. M a y 

I urge y o u t o give these parish ce lebra t ions a pr ior i ty 
in your lives dur ing this Lenten season'Bf 1977.^ 

W i t h m y blessing, I r e m a i n / 

D e v o t e d l y yours in Christ, 

+ Most Reverend Joseph L-. Hogan, D.D. 
Bishop of Rochester 

Detroit Conference 

toAirde* 

MMm^-

commission. 

Rochestenan 
Named to Key 
USCC Post 
BY MARGARET CONNOLLY 

[Father Thomas C. Kelly, 
OP, a native of Rochester, 
has been named chief 
administrative officer of the 
Nat ional Conference of 
Catholic^ Bishops and its 
action agency, the United 
States Catholic Conference. 

?The 4 5 - y e a r - o l d 
Dominican priest has been 
associate general secretary 
o | the NCCB since 1971. O n 
March 18/he will assume the 
post of general secretary of 
the t w b organizat ions , 
succeeding Bishop James S. 
Rausch, the new ordinary of 
the Diocese of Phoenix, 
Aj-iz. 

^Father Kelly spent the 
fi|st six years of his life in 
Rochester and his 17th year 
ir| Ithacav Between times, he 

his Jw.idowed -mother and 

Washington (RNS) - The 
U.S. Catholic bishops at 
their M a y meet ing in 
Chicago will not consider 
the 182 recommendations 
which emanated from the 
Detroit "Call to Act ion" 
conference on social justice 
questions last October, but 
will vote instead on a 
"preliminary response" to 
t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
prepared by committees. 

A c c o r d i n g t o a 
spokesman for the bishops, 
all the recommendations of 
the Detroit conference will 
be "referred" to the ap­
propriate committees of the 
National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (NCCB) 
and the U.S. Cathol ic 
Conference (USCC). 

Russell Shaw, NCCB 
secretary for public affairs, 
made the announcement "in 
view of the interest in the 
handling of the recom­
mendations" of the Detroit 
c o n f e r e n c e , w h i c h 
cu lmina ted a two-year 
b i c e n t e n n i a l p r o g r a m 
sponsored by the bishops. 
The announcement came in 
conjunction with the 'Feb . 
15-17 meeting of the ad­
ministrative committees of 
the NCCB and USCC here. 

Shaw noted that the; task 
force slet up last November 
to review t h e - D e t r o i t 
recommendations met Jan. 
12 under Archbishop Joseph 
Bernardin, president, df 'the 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s b e 
referred to the various 
bishops' committees , and 
that thebishops consider a 
"preliminary response" in 
May. 

Members of the ad­
ministrative bodies of the 
NCCB-USCC received a 
document indicating the 
d is t r ibut ion of recoijn-
mendat ions among the 
committees. ! 

( T h e 1 8 2 r e c o m ­
mendations, some of them 

controversial, relate to eight 
general topic areas of the 
D e t r o i t conference — 
Church, ethnicity and race, 
f a m i l y , h u m a n k i n d , 
nationhood, neighborhood, 
personhood and work.) * 

During the recent meeting 
of the admin is t ra t i ve 
commit tees , Archbishop 
Bernardin distributed a 
draft of the proposed 
"preliminary statement" to 
be submitted t® the full 
body of bishops in May . 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e corn -
Continued on Page 2 
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Bishop Encouraged 
By Action Response 

I t is with great interest that I noted the fine 
response to the "Call to Act ion" questionnaire that 
was reported in the COURIER-JOURNAL of February 
16.1 am encouraged by the enthusiasm and honesty in 
the 2,572 responses that have been returned to me. 
Those involved in surveys, assure me that I have 
received a high percentage of potential responses. 
Personally, I have studied the "Call to Action Sum­
mary" and reviewed the many letters that have been 
addressed to my attention. In preparation for the M a y 
1977 National Conference of Catholic Bishops' 
meeting' in Chicago it is imperative for me to know 
how the people of the Church of Rochester view the 
issues raised in Detroit . Phase I of our diocesan 
response to "Call to Act ion" is successful. I now look 
forward | to the study-expertise and grass-roots; tracks 
in the program. I extend a word of sincere thanks to 
Father Douglas Hoffman, Chairperson, Committee 
Members, the COURIER-JOURNAL staff, as well as to 
all readers who so generously gave of their t ime ahd 
opinions in Phase I of our diocesan response to the 
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