oo

gty

My dearly !'eloved in Christ:
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{ Ash Wednesday summons us to enter into the
l experience of Lent. ‘As we participate in the Mass, of
|Ash Wednésday, the ashes will remind us of our
' mortality, @nd the Bread and Wine of the Mass vyrll
l remind us of’ the new life we have received in Chrrst'
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Mortalrty and new life — these are the realities of -

which ‘Lent speaks to us. They are the two poles
‘between which the Lenten experience stretch’es
mortality, welive in the shadow of death; new.life, we
live by the light of the Resurrection. Lent is our annual
journey from mortahty to resurrection. The road we
take for that journey is the road of iconversion. Lent,
then, is mortality traveling the road of conversion and
reachmg, at .the “journey’s end, the mystery of
resufrection. Lent begins with ashes the sign of our
mortality, and ends with baptismal water, the sign of
our risen lrfe

Another way of saying all this is to say that Lent is a
sacrament. A sacrament does two things: first, it
expresses a reality already going on in ourives; and,

secondly, it deepens that realrty and brings It to -
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If Lerlrt is to be a sacrament for us, we must un-
derstand the reality already happermng in our lives
which Lent expresses, deepens . and brings to

fulfillment. . That reality is the reality of conversion.
Lent, therefore is the sacrament of conversron
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A program desrgned to . This Lyear d
raise didcesan - con- regions, 'parishes jand 'in-
sciousness towards world dividualsymay choose which

onatrng

of the three countries will
receivée the money they give
instead of donating to a
general fund. As in last
year’s program, 75 per cent
of monies collected in the
parish goes to the selected
project, while 25 per cent
goes to local hunger efforts
determined by / diocesan
regional | 'assemblies, Sister

hunger as well asmoney for
three impoverished .
countries beglns today.
Operation Bread Box,
sponsored - by: the newly
formed International Justice
and Peace Gommrssron will
send all donations given this
Lent to Mexico, Upper Volta
and India. The n'ioney will
be used for agricu tural self-

help programs lich ,are  Susan sard
already in operatign| - There | will also be a
In addition | to . the  follow-up program on how

collection, info mational
programs as well as slide

shows dealing withieach of
the three countries will be

much money was donated
as well as how and wher;e it
f was used‘

shown through Ut the More importantly, Sister
-diocese. Susan sard Operatron Bread
Sister Susan Schaptz, 55), Box will “collect and

distributé the money in a
way that emphasizes our
rnterdependence wrth the
other countries.

Both' !Sister Su%an and
.Lourdes Perez lnternatlonal
Peace and Justice coor-
dinator, said that all Iad-
ministrative costs are. bemg
absorbed by the com-
mission.| " All donations will
go to the selected projects.

program coordinator, ex-
plained that Bread Box was
‘modeled after last year's
|0peratron Rice Bow! with
some exceptrons , )

]

a 'stinence.
Fridays of Lent
bstinence, but

Results of the Lenten
collection will _ be |an-
nounced “hopefully | by
edrly May ”” Ms. Perez said.

1. day, with two
it is reqmred

be ready in September

rnterested in

Anyo e

: o ' asked, by the commwsﬁon

'Named t
| it conf ' will
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The foﬂow—up report should

Operation Bread .Box,, is m[ Ithaca. Between trmesth he

rd | at

To say that Lent is the sacrament of conveysion
presupposes something ab

Gospel — that the Chrig ian life is an

Unless this conversion process is going on in our |

Irves Lent will not be a sactament for us. For it will

,have nothing to express, nothing to deepen and bring

to fulfiliment. Without th conversron experience
taking place in our lives, Lent will be merely a series
of token gestures that in the end will ‘have no real

" meaning. Easter will come and go wrtnout anythrng

srgnrfrcant having happened to us.
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But if the conversion process is truly a present

. realrty going on in our lrves then the sacrament of

Lent will deepen that process and bring it to fruition.
Fasting, penance, prayer, acts of love and concern will
not be merely isolated actions in our lrves but rather
links in a chain of conversion that will bmd us ‘ever
more freely and ever more fully to. thé risen life that is
held out to us by our Lord Jesus Chrls

‘The Eucharists and the other services that will take
place in your parish churches will offer you the op-

portunity of expressing in ritual the conversion ex-
perrence“that you will be undergding duryng Lent. May

|4.

t our lives, namely, that
we have grasped the fundamental imperative of the :
ongping, |
neverendmg process of moving toward God and His |
will forus‘and of shedding|the selfishness and self- '
,centeredness that are bound up with our mortality.

| urge you to give these parrs celebrations a pnonty

in your lives during this Lenten season &f 1977,
s

Wrth my blessing, | remain
Devotedly yours in Christ,

+Most Reverend Joseph L. Hogan DD.
Bishop of Rochester

Detmlt Confarence |

Washmgton (RNS) — The
U.S. ’ Catholic bishops at
their May meeting in
Chicago "will not consider
the 182 recommendations
which emanated from the
Detroit “‘Call to Action”
conference on social justice
questions last October, but
will. vote instead on a
“preliminary response” to
the recommendations
prepared by committees.

Accérding to. a
Key spokesman for the bishops,

all the recommendations of

BY MARGARET CONNOLLY proprrate committees of the

National Cpnference of

aFather Thomas C. Kelly, Catholic Bishops (NCCB)

OP, a native of Rochester, E"df the ll.JJSSCC Catr.mhc
has been Jned chief on erence[ )

administrative afficer of the Russell  Shaw, NCCB

Natronal Conference of
Catholic Bishops: and its;
action agency, the United
States Catholic Conference.

secretarys for publnc affarrs
made the'announcement *
view of the interest in the

handling of the récom-
: ‘“'Th o 45. -year-oldl mendations” of the Detroit
Dominican. priest has been ES l?rfi?\::; gdc € a twvgf‘y'eca':
associate general secretary bicentennial program

of the NCFB since 1971. On

March 18/ he will assume the
post of general secretary of
ithe two organizations,
succeeding Bishop James S.
Rausch; the new ordinary of
the Diocese of Phoenix,
Ag’rz

sponsored by the bishops.
‘Fhe announcement came in
conjunction with the’Feb.
15-17 meeting of .the ad-
‘ministrative committees of
the NCCB and USCC here.

force set up last November

to review the- Détroit

recommendations -met }an.

. 12 under Archbishop Joseph

Bernardin, president. of ‘the
CC ha

\Father Kelly spent the
fl;st six 'years of his life in

Rpchester and his 17th year

- his- widowed

recommendations be

_referred to
bishops’ committees , and
that thebishops consider a
“preliminary
May.

Sha»i noted that the ta;k

idthat §

U. S. IlshOps Plan
Prellmmary Response

controversral relate to eight
general topic areas of the
Detroit conference —
Church, ethnicity and race,
famrly humankind,
nationhood, neighborhood,
personhood and work.}  *
During the recent meeting

the wvarious

response" in

Members of the ad-

ministrative bodies of the of the administrative
NCCB-USCC received a committees, Archbishop
document indicating the Bernardin distributed a
distribution of recom- draft of the proposed
mendations among the “preliminary statement” to
committees. ; be submitted te "the full
- T body of bishops in May.
(The 182 recom- Administrative com-
mendations, some of them Continued on Page 2

Bishop Encouraged |
By Action Response

It is with great interest that 1 noted the fine
response to the “Call to Action” questionnaire that
was reported in the COURIER-JOURNAL of February
16. I am encouraged by the enthusiasm and honesty in
the 2,572 responses that have been returned to me.
Those involved in surveys assure me that | have
received a high percentage of potential responses.
Personally, I have studied the “Call to Action Sum-
mary” and reviewed the many letters that have been
addressed to my attention. In preparation for the May
1977 National Conference of Catholic Bishops’
meeting in Chicago it is imperative for me to know
“how thepeople of the Church of Rochester view the
"issues raised in Detroit. Phase | of our diocesan
response to “Call to Action” is successful. | now look
forward|to the study-expertise and grass-roots, tracks -
in the pfogram. 1 extend a word of sincere thanks to
-Pouglas Hoffman, Chairperson, Committee
Members, the COURIER-JOURNAL staff, as well as to
all l'eadel's who so generously gave of their time and
" opinions in Pba\;; i of our diocesan response to the
0AC
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