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Brotherhood
- Now in its 44th year, Bro herhoé?d Week

begins on Feb. 20, as a special jprogram of the

National Conference of Christians and Jews.

Aside from the fact that the mdsculinity of the
term brotherhood may have falldn into disrepute
in'some circles (substitute, howsever, is difficult),
the ideajis just .as sound now as|at its inception
44 years|ago. A time to show mytual réspect for
each other as creatures of God despite dif-
i ferencesiin methods of paying Him homage.
. ‘ :

Great strides have been made in the whole
theater of ecumenism in recent years and more
4 undoubtedly are in the offing. [Just last week,
Mother Teresa, though not “offi¢ially” .involved,
issued an appeal for Christia recorﬁciliainnA
And when that woman speaks, the world listens.

Without detracting from such commendable
effoits and direction, it might also be suggested
that a week should be set aside for a bit of
“intramural”’ brotherhood right in .our own
Catholic family. True, issues such as women
priests, celibacy, language of the Mass, Com-
munion in the hand can make us testy but we
should never forget that we are [ndeed brothers
and sisters. We will not ‘be effetctive in seeking
brotherhood on the larger scenej if we{:present a
picture of a factionalized Church to thg world.

-

So let us discuss the many issues confronting
us openly and frankly. But let usjdiscuss without
haggling; let us be open in listening asiwell as in
making declaration, and let us He frank without
being insolent. Let us Catholics |n the year 1977
show the world that we are able to take on the
most momentous issues confronting us that we
are also able to do so prayerfully, spiritually and
with the utmost regard for t sentiment of
those who may not reach the same conclusions.
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Brotherhood is a fine idea but like its cousin
charity, it should begin at home.

Private Matter
Blipped if you do; beped if yQ u dont.

That could be the sentiment of the govern-
ment, or at least of the Census| Bureau, over a
flap concerning questions on] religion in its
national survey.

Some religious groups think imuch valuable
information, sectarian trends} for .example,
could be gleaned from the official census. So the
Census Bureau pondered the inclusion of such
questions. But then other religibus groups took
the opposite view, saying religian is not a matter
for government surveillance. : :

In the nick of time, a new lawj has come along
which in essence forbids such qyestioning by the
government. - 7

LY . |
In light of ever-increasing government inroad.\}
into the private lives of the ditizenry we say

. ! 4
ramen’ to the new law. .

Worthy 1

‘ H )

A resolution designating Jan. 15 as Martin
Luther King }r. Day in the United States has been
introduced in the Senate by Sens. Jacob!]avits of
New York and tdward W. Broocke of
Massachusetts '

ea

) -

The javits resolution would authorize the
president to issue a proclamdtion each vear
“calling upon the people of the{United $tdtes to
commemorate the life and the service to his
countrv and its citizens of the[Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and to observé that day with
approptiate honors, ceremonies and prafVers,‘f

, :
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ithe rdsolution-

» We whok'hvdrtedl\f endorse)
agree »ﬁv,ill write

| and hope any of our readers whqg
te Sen lavits to lend h|m suppor
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‘Abortion Is
Murder

Editor:

We feel that abortion 15
wrong. Anyone who has an
abortion should go and see
a human life that has
already been destroyed in
an abortion. Can vyou
imagine what a horrid sight
it would-be? We're sure if
the person had any feelings
they could not go through it

They say if you “kill” a
baby in its early stages it 1s
not murder. But no matter
how young a baby is, to us
and many others, it is
still murder. Even from the
minute of conception the
baby-is alive. No one has a
right -to kill any kind of
human life, no matter how
small. There’s a law against
murder why not enforce it?
if a person still goes through
with an abortion we feel the
person hasn’t thought of

at she’s doing. If you
don‘t want the baby or can’t
take care of it, put it up for
adoption. There are many
people who want children

and can’t have them
-themselves. : ’
Michele Manion, 13

Maureen Kelly, 13

Martha Kelch, 14

. Debbie Recco, 13

Gates-Chili Middle School
Courier Keeps
Link Strong
Editor?

Thanks to the kindness of

my mother, | receive’copies
of the Courier-Journal here
in the North Country, and
eagerly peruse each issue
for pews of old friends,
changes in my Church, and
actions of the diocese. The
churches in this area are for
the most: part mission
satellites of churches in
larger towns, sometimes as
far away as 40 mules. 1t 15 a
difficult situation. My ties
with  Rochester include
many vears in the Catholic
school systen?, Nazareth
College, my tamily, and an
affection for the crty. 1 share
the Coutter with another
displaced Rochesterian, and
together we recall names
and memories

Along with the majority
of the population ot the
diocese, 1, too, have sbme
sweet memories of Bishop
Kearney's touch in my lite,
and the wsue covering the

bishop's  services  will
become  as  treasured  as
other  papers  covering

histonical ¢vents during my
life. The tribute paid the

hishop was proper. and also
a just tribute to our taith

COURIER- JOURNAL

Bishop joseph L. Hogan
‘ President

Anthony ). Costello
Ceneral Manager

Carmen ). Viglucci
- kditor -

Rev. Louis }. Hohman
Epiac opql Advisor
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Seqand das postage paot ot Roshester

The excellent  coverage
helped include me in the
services | wish | had been
there 1in bhody. too Thank
vou tor unkknowmglv

heeping men touch

Lorraine Bush
RFD 2
Pike, N. H. 03780

Clart:ﬁcation
Series Lauded

Editor:

| have found the mmtial
articles on Value
Clapfication by Nancy
Murphy most interesting
and educational Large sums
of our tax money is being
used to develop value
clarification 1n state
programs In fact, numbers
of our Catholic educators
are using value clarfication
in our parochial schools If
we are to continue to have
values in our society |
that concerned
citizens read Nancy Mur-
phy's articles which began
jan 12

Audrey Hellman
197 Tupper Way
Manchester, N.Y. 14504

Dress Counts
Editor:

Re issue of Feb. 2, letter by
Mrs. Morris B. Culhane:

| was certainly pleased to
read that someone else
shares my feelings. It is not
only on the occasion of
Bishop Kearney’'s funeral
Mass but every day of the
present time. |

- - EIS

are frequently

We
reminded to pray for
vocations, both for the

priesthood and for nuns. We -

all know that prayers, when
properly said, can move
mountains. But, we have to
help as people also. (As our
Lord said, “Ask and you
shall receive”). Respect for
all the orders is fast
dwindling away. For

- example, the Holy Father

gave permissian to the
orders that they may change
their dress, | don’t mean he
meant such drastic changes

At one time when you saw
2 nun or priest dressed in
their traditional habits, both
Catholics and non-Catholics
showed respect for that
person. Today, you don‘t
know who they are, so down
goes the respect for that
chosen one.

john E. Harcharik
1896 E. Shore Drive
Lansing, N.Y. 14882

J ltdge Not
By Clothes

Editor:

A priest or any other
person should not be judged
by their dress. It jis the
feeling in their hearts, souls
and ‘bodies that really
counts. )

Sometimes the outerwedr
covers a complete lack ot
love or respect It hae
happened many  times 1n
history - You wilF know 4

man by what he i not how
he may dress

As tor the Fuchanist given
m the hand | heheve
should be and most ot the
world does so It i sater in
more ways than one  ang
does not lessen the respedt
1or the wacrament

James ). lieﬁ-el
210 Carling Road
Rachester, N.Y. 14610
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* FANTASTIC RELIGIOUS SPIRI

Let Us
Pray

Editor:

Re the recent report on
women’s ordinations by the
Vatican as approved by
Pope Paul V! in which one
of the reasons given was the
fact that Jesus was aman, in
which | fully concur, but |

- do feel compelled to add to

it my feelings which |
believe to be prompted by
the Holy Spirit.

Since my earliest lessons
in catechism when | was
taught that God knows all
things and since fesus is the
second person of the Trinity
— hence God — so it would
follow that if it was his plan
.to-ordain. women he would
have invited somg to the
last supper, -including his
Blessed Mother — and who
would have been a more
fitting candidate,

| pray that this con-
troversy comes to a
Christian conclusion before
it is necessary for
beloved Pope to speak from
the chair of Peter. So let’s
pray, “Come, Holy Spirit,

_etc.”

Lawrence ). Ryan
1523 N. Winton Road, Apt. 2
Rochester, N.Y. 14609

“Treaty’ Vote
Seen Silly’

Editor:

the most recent
bishops’ conference a
resolution was adopted
recommending a new
Panama Canal Treaty. This
vote was not tinanimous. It
was pased on a position
paper prepared by staff
assistants in the Wwashington

office of the conference.

1

In

Comments on this action
by two respected Catholic
authorities, and my own
perceptions follow:

The late, scholarly
columnist General Thomas
Lane wrote, ""We must
realize our bishops . . . are
fully committed to the
Gospel and they are not and
cannot be authorities of the
thlngs of Ceasar.” He
continues, saying that the

bishops are guided by staff .
assistants in these matters,”

They frequently argue from
plausible though erroneous
premises to reach " an
erroneous conclusion. In
this case it seems that the
erroneous premise was
drawn from such -inac.
Curacies as, “The Panama
Canal is a natural resource,
therefore it must remain in
Panamanian hands.”

‘'man  The'' U.S.
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The Panama Canal site :

was | a malaria-infested }
swamp. The engineering !
skill fand financing by the &
United States transformed {
this extreme liability into an
asset} and maintained it to—
benefit world shipping.

Actually there would be.
no cauntry of Panama today
were it not for the Panama |
Canal. The price of
Panama’s independence |
from Colombia was, in fact,
the Panama Canal Treaty of
1903. \ K

Points overlooked by the:
staff | position paper are."
total{U.S. investment in the-;
Panama Canal including its’:
defense is estimated at -

“nearly $7 billion from 1904:

throygh 1974. This has been:"
the most costly territorial ”
acquisition ever known to.
repaid |
Colombia from whom..
Panama seceded $25 million

to vest title “entirely and'
absolutely ‘in the United
States.” The.canal accounts -
for' 21 percent of Panama’s
gross;national product. .

. Another writer, a priest, in -
the | National Catholic

[y

. Register 1-16-77, asks what

the pnfererice had in mind
by way of a new treaty. “if
the gld tredty was wrong,
this should be the new deal:
1. Get our ‘money back. 2. -
Fill in the canal. 3 Return -
the canal:to Colombia, not
Panama. This silly
resolution: deserves not to
be taken seriously. !
G. F. Newberry
108 Azalea Road
Rochester, N.Y. 14620.:
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Call to Action
Not for Her
Editar: ‘

Tripping down the path of
hberdlism, | yome ot our
clergymen iand  sisters. iy
search of pervonal power,
haves become o divinwve
fac kl ‘in their presentation
of and lanjor tor a watered

i sion ot the

dowr ve .
Cathélic  teligion,  otten
to the

¢ ()ntr“)rvi

procllamations ot the

Vatichn ' Hence, the laty

has bécome o contused and

scattdred flock, easy prey 1o

the ‘Tti‘('.\lholu sentiment
i3

in [tht news media With
boldaless  advantage  has
been |taken lately in the
press! by derogatory car

. toonsjof our pontitt

| reject the Call to Action
and shall continue to tollow
the V-*l(‘i(‘dn i ats teachmgs
with fespect to taith and
moral

i Ethel E. Sercy
: Apt. 468

Green Knolls Drive |
Rochester, N.Y- |
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