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Protesting the Ban |

Anne Marje Stokes (left), .
who works for the Center for

Constitutional Rights, and .
Mary Ellen Philbin,
student at
Theological Seminary, were
amopg the 60 to 70 men and
women who picketed lacross

the street from St Patrick’s -

Cathedral 'to protest the ~

Vatican declaration harring .

the priesthood to wo en.

Ms. Stokes said “1{came
today because | am French.
France is the eldest daughter
of the Church. Many French
bishops are .for the or-
dination of womerp In
France alane, they say 400
women are waiting {o be
ordained. | do not like the
declaration from Rome. | do
not accept the argument
that women cinnot be
priests because therewere
none at the Last Supper.
Jesus lived at a time (when
the Jewish: man had a|right
to sell his wife to. pay|off a

Task F
Reacts

The Rochester Re Ironal

Task Forceion Women in the

Church noted this week that
Rome’s recent reafflrm';troh_

of the ban on woren’s
ordination 'was neither an
~“infallible pronouncem nt,’
nor a papal encychca!

Declaratrons lssued by
the various congregations
are intended to clhrify
present teaching of | the
Church  community,” - the
group said i a statement.

“We understand ithis
Declaration,..not as a final
word, but asia further call to
continue lthe dialague
through which the Spirit
renews the life and minjstry
of the Church commumty."

Thedoc ument in quesitron

came from the Vatican'} Sa-
cred C on;.,m;,atron for! the
Do trine ot fheifaith It was
approved bvi P pe Paul Oct.

15 “and publmhed in Rome
Ldn
on

27 Its titled Declaration
the qu'ae*stk()n ot the

Several well-known
bishops and other Catholic
leaders have vyoiced their
approval of the Vatican
Declaration on the Question
of the Admissioh of Worrien
to the Ministerial
priesthood. News reports
indicate. however. that
manv who commented

. chose to emphirasize what .
the document did not define

— woman’s place

Some prominent male
theologians and women in
religtous  hife jfound the
document unacgeptable.

in the words of
«hbishop )osep!)h L. Ber-
nardin of Circinnati, “The
need to identify and open
up new mlmsterial and
decision-making roles. for
women in the Church
becomes more ,un,ent not
less,  in llf,ht ot this
declaration ™ |
The archbishop is

president of the National

Ar-

& w
Union.

to

-

“not  cdll ,
The Twelve), neither.

4
Z

. gambling debt. ‘How co;r:ld
Jesus| ordaini women then?

He would do it now.” !

Ms| Philbin said she Jvad

Admission ot Women to the
Ministerial Priesthood.

Responding to the
“tradition” argument, the
task force statement says
that “tradition is not a stafic
thing, fall summed up by
vesterday,” but rather, “is
being | constantly created
anew if the livediexperience
of the ¢hurch community.”

“Thd Holy Spirit is pfésent
now ag well as in the past,
present in ‘the Church
community as well as in-the
Church hierarchy and the
Churchi ‘-magisterium,” the
statement asserts. '

And,| “Just as Jesus did
women (to be
among
did he dall non-Jews, nor did

he call-only celibates.”

Theojogians take the
phrase in persona Christi to
mean that Christ himself,
and notjthe priest, is the real

© celebrant of the sacraments,

“iThe document lS
draw attention tb

said,
trying t

the unique role of women m“

the € urch the unique
contnb tion that women
can make to the life of the
Church { This needs to be
developed a great deal.”
Msgr. IMalorie was on the
staff {of 'he Sacred
Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith for 10

years, through 1976. His
NCCB | committees are
Doctrine and- Pastoral

Research and Practices.
.Cardinal William Baum.
archbis op off Washington

and chairman of  the
Commitfee dn Doctrine,
said he declaratron
“protects the unique and
proper re Ie of { Yvomen in the
Church. esponse
questiay he sgrd'x he saw no

"discrim natroq’p against

H
t

.. women, nor any problem_of

justice.|
ferenc

Conference of Catholic - and Capdinal | Baum™ was
Bishops He 1ssued a Sister Agnes Cunningham,
statement  in Washington president-elect of the
the day the document was Catholilc Theo!ogrcal
published, Jan 27 Atanews Society, She said she‘hoped
conference the same day, the % claration would
the executive director of [“serve jas an linwtatlon to’
two NCCB committees  womeni to come to the aid
spoke similarly ot the church.” i

. Msgr Richard K Malone

A farmer héad : of the
. ! )

I
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‘No’

' statement salys. °

] declared Otherwise,

. argument,”

(hought about women'’s
ordlpatron for quite some
time. 1 know this is
something that has to come.
1 feel there§ work that God

the statempnt continues.
““Natural resemblance,
therefore, ofi the male griest
to the male!}esus does not
adequatelyi convey the

meaning of the term...”"
“We wish to reiterate that
Ctiurch women do not fook
upon ordma]tron as a rght
which they have b en
deprived of ir the past,” the
‘No-man or
woman has{a right to.or
dination. But men, because
they are men. have a right to
have their{ vocation to
priesthood tested. Women,
because theyi are women, do
t\have the right- to have
eir vacation to priesthood

* tested. This ig the basic issue

where justicelis involved.”

~ The task !force, formed
after the ordination con-.
ference held in Detroit in
November, 1975, comprises
six laywomen, five women
from religious
congregations and two
drocesanrpnests

can Dealaratlon
COMment

Leadership Conference of
Women Religious said the
declaration could not be
considered “‘definitive or
irrevocable.”

“If we study it carefully,

Sister Elizabeth Carroll,
RSM, continied, "we may
come to a deeper

realization. | think we are
‘just-at the beginning.” N

Cardinals Terence Cooke
of New York, john Cody of
Chicago and John Krol of
Philadelphia all said they
found the document a
welcome reaffirmation of
tradition. *

Theologlan Gregory

" Baurh said he found it a
~deviation from

tradition.
“The:yesemblance to jesus

ECh_rrst is found“in men and

women; men and women
share his nature,” , Baum
he
said, womenrwould not be .

.redeemable’ and could not

be baptized. " -

Baum's comment referred
to the argument that a priest.”
-must.be male because Jesus.
was a man. This is a "weak_
in the opinion of
‘anothet theologian. Father
Richatd McBrien, 5}.-

~“QOrdination. of women is
inevitable,’~

he said.

. ways

. former

“will
,commlttrﬂent

Il E]

" wants me to do. Until the

ordination of
becomes a reality,
to carry on my
ministry.”

U.S. Bishops
Supportive,
Vatican Told

Vatican City (RNS)—Tha
full support of the U.JS.

women

Catholic bishops for the -

Vatican declaration that
excluded women fromthe
priesthood was expresse&i in
a telegram to Pope Paul
from Archbishop Joseph L.
Bernardin of Cincinnati,
president of the. U.S.

Bishops Conference.
The message expressed

satisfaction with the
Vatican position on
women’s ordination, ac-

cording to Vatican radio,
and observed that the
declaration “authoritatively
confirms _ the position
assumed by our- conference
in October 1975.”

VON HILDEBRAND
DIES

New Rochelle, N.V.
(RNS)—Dr. Dietrich von
Hildebrand, lay Catholic
philosopher, theologian and
professor-emeritus  at
Fordham. University, died
here Jan. 26 at the age of 87.
Dr. von Hildebrand became
a convert to Catholicism at
age 26 and was an’ out-
spoken. critic of many of the
liberal trends in the Church
since Vatican 1,

DR.SHUSTERDIES .

Notre Dame, Ind. (RNS)—
Dr. George N. Shuster,
former president of Hunter
College in New York City
and for 10 years assistant to
the president of Notre Dame
University, died Jan. 25 here
at the age of 82. He was a
former :managing editor of
Commonweal; the author of
more than 20 books on
education, religion,
literature and history;
former president of the
Catholic  Assaciation for
International” Peace, and a
trustee of theé
National Conference of
Christians and Jews. -

CHARISMATICS

The Rochester Catholic

Charismatic Renewal
Coordinating Center has
‘scheduled two Lenten

- preparation programs for

this' month. At 8 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 11, Tﬁomas} Cusker of
the centef’s pastoral team
speak on Christian
Mass  will
follow. Aj penance service
will be he’d Friday, Feb. 18.
Center |programs are
fQrésented lat St. Augustine’s
Church, 41r)Chrl|

' tinuation

il find

- Steady Tre‘ !
“In Moral Va

Northbrook, Illinois (RNS)
— The annual nationwide
survey of high school
leaders reveals a con-
of the trend
toward adherence to
traditional moral values and
high religious commitment.

Results of the seventh
“who’'s Who Among .

annual ]
American High School
Students” survey also

showed that 82 per cent of
teen-age leaders favor a
traditional marriage
arrangement and 89 per
cent do not use drugs.

-

r
Bishop Hogan

Grateful

For Response

Bishop Joseph L.
Hogan has expressed- his
gratitude to everyone in
the diocese for the ex-
‘cellent response to the
Call to Action
.questionnaires in the
Courier-journal.

bishop is " per-
sonally studying the
letters and comments
and is grateful that so
many — some 2,500 —
responded, saying he is
very pleased that so
many took the time to
offer their opinions.

The

The bishop asks all

diocesans to watch for

next week’s Courier-
loumal when esults will

be print that _time
. he wil have comments
t)n the results. )

,_for
'bek:am.

. there

b7
eh fon has

become
re relevant”

in the past

"

three tg four years for 48 per
‘cept ’

of students and
rer&jram d “about the same”

33 per; cent. Religion
!e;s relevant” for
14 iper cent and “has never
bepn relevant” for 5 per
ceht

The latest study reported

that 81 percent of the
leading U. S teenagers
consider ‘themselves

membefs of an organized
religion, compared with 80
per cent in last year's poll
and 70 per cent in 1972.

[

;Some 92 per cent of the

curren top teenagers
profess |belief. in a personal
God or|Supreme Being, or
some kind of vital force or
spirit. Only 1 percent said
s no God or vital
force Seven per cent were
pncerta n.
I ‘
LEThe sﬁudents surveyed are
among! 269,000 high
achievets featured in the
1975-76 | edition of “Who's
Who Among American High
Sc¢hool Students”
hére y Educational
Communications Inc. They
ate junigrs and seniors.

|
ARDI GRAS

;The ochester Saenger
Chor will celebrate Mardi
Gras Fep. 19 with a stage
show, dancing and German
food, at| Mother of Sorrows
Church hall. For those who
would attend in costume,
the theme is The -Roaring

* Twenties. Reservations may

be made through 872-2181.

The City will conduct a
public forum on the Com-
munity Development Third
Year Preliminary Pian on
Wednesday, February 16,
at 8:00 p.m. on Channel 21.

You can participate by
1ommg our studio audience
in the WXXI studios at

280 State Street, or by
phoning 454-6300 to ask
questions or state your
views during the show.

$13.94 million in Federal °
funds will be availabie to
support City df Rochester
community development
activities d’uring 1977-78.

Copies of the plan for
allocating these funds are
available tg the public at the
Community Development
Office, 150 State Street. the
Office of Public information™
in Gity Hall, 30 West Broad
Street, andlat al! pubtic
libraries in Rochester

The City|Council will hold
an official public hearing
on the Cammunity Develop-
ment Third Year Plan at
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 1, |n the City Council
Chambe , City Hall.
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