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The Curriculum 
Curr iculum is an educational term wjhich 

embraces al l the activit ies set by the schobl to 
i promote its objectives of <;hild growth j and 
, development. The curr icu lum guides us^d in 
the Catholic school system share in the ex­
cellent qualit ies of the publ ic school system, 
and add a special dimension to the 
development of the chi ld. The chi ld is! per­
ceived as a person whose integrity rests upon 
the fu l f i l lment o f his potent ial as a spir i tual, 
as wel l as a corporal being. Great ca|re is 
taken to provide for growth in Christian 
beliefs, values, and att i tudes throughout the 
school program. j 

Whi le Catholic educat ion has always 
maintained a clear emphasis on moral values, 
it is in our own day that the Church has 
proclaimed most expl ici t ly that peace and 
justice are the core of the Gospel and that 
educat ion for peace and justice is at the core 
of the Catholic educat ion. 

"Since ihe Gospel spirit is one of poace, 
brotherhood (and sisterhood), love, patience 
and respect for others, a school rooted in 
these principles ought to explore ways to 
deepen its students' concern for and skdl in 
peacemaking and the achievement of justice. 
Here young people can learp together of 

| human needs, whether in the parish, the 
! neighborhood, the local civic community, or 
j the world, and begin to respond to the 
| obligation of Christian service through joint 
| action." (To Teach As Jesus Did, 109) 

Consequently, the Division of General 
; Education is work ing through its newly 
I formed Education To Justice Task Force, in 

developing curr icu lum plans which w i l l 
further enhance educational programs in 
meeting this responsibil ity. 

In addi t ion t o this, a new Language Arts 
Guidel ine for levels K-8 was implemented in 
September, 1976. A survey test w i l l be ad­
ministered this Spring „ as part of the 
evaluat ion process for th i s , guideline. 
Presently, Science levels 1-6, and Social 
Studies T-6 are being researched. It is hoped 
that newly formulated guidelines w i l l be 
ready for implementat ion in Fall, 1977, along 
w i th a Science 8 guide which is currently 
being pi loted in twenty-three schools in the 
diocese. 

Emphasis on the Humanities is also being 
given evaluative consideration. A phase of 
this evaluat ion includes a p i lot study of an Art 
Guidel ine in two schools during the 1976-77; 
school year. 

Due to the increased interest An Early 
Chi ldhood educat ion, plans are underway to( 
develop cur f icu lum guides and assessment 
for programs in Diocesan schools. 

An essential aspect of al l Diocesani 
curr icu lum development is consultat ion w i t h 
national, Istate, local and inter-diocesani 
specialists along w i th signif icant con-| 
tr ibut ions of t ime and interest on the part o f 
administrators5 and teachers in Diocesan! 
schools. These areas of research and study are 
directed and coordinated by the Assistant 
Superintendent for Curriculum in consultation! 
with the Division of Education Staff. 

Sister Barbara Hamm, RSM, principal of 
School, Pittsford, helps students in the lil 

lit. Louis 
brary. 

What Is... 
The State Federation . 
Of Catholic School Parents •.. 

^ d What) Does It Do? 
The Mew York State Federation of Catlholic School 

Parents is a statewide organizat ion of j parents and 
parent groups commi t ted to the continuance of the 
parochial school system and to obtaining legislative 
equal i tv for chi ldren in ail! schools throughout the 
state. Its activit ies in Albany]have playedja prominent 
role in the passage of legislation such a)s Text Book 
A id , Dual Enrol lment, and Mandated Services, among 
others. 

ers Throughout the state, local chapt>.-
vehicles of communicat ion for x indivi(d 
groups to the State level, as wel l as frc 
school. In our own diocese, the Southern 
an act ive chapter for several years, be.. 
organize in the Rochester-Mjonroe Countjy 
not successful unt i l this past December. 

i 
Now organizing in the Monroe Coun:y 

f r o n 

but 

serve as 
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school to 
Tier has had 

efforts to 
area were 

j Debbie Wiktorski studies math at S 
School, Greece 

. area, the 
, the organizing of parish 

Home and School Associations, School Boards, and 
one voice in support of 
ocese. It w i l l a t tempt to 

local Chapter sees as its aim 

Education Committees into 
the Cathol ic Schools in the d 

Lawrence 

put meaning , into "parent power" by establishing 
more effect ive two-way communicat ion between t r e 
Diocesan-Off ice of Education and parish groups, to 
ensure that parents are involved in al l phases of 
planning for their individual schools. I t w i l l establish a 
communicat ions network among its member school 
organizations for the sharing of ideas With reference 
to recruitment and f inancing. Addi t ional ly , i t w i l l 
provide parent groups w i th current informat ion 0 1 
proposed legislation at the State level. Finally, it w i ' l 
help parents to organize wi th in their own parishes f 
they do not already have an effect ive parent group. 

. Since its f irst formal meeting in December 
steering commit tee of the Rochester 
mai led out 1,500 newsletters to officefrs 
boards, home and school associations, 
committees, as wel l as to individual 
contr ibuted ,to the State Federation 
parents who did not receive the ma ling 
couraged by the steering commit tee o f 
Federation .of Catholic School Parents u , 
chairman of their school's parent group 
details. 
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