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Editorial 

*c- a 

TheGaine 
- / 

W e happen t o th ink tha t w 
o f t en misuse the words o f thos 
the Church , -par t icu lar ly t h e 
suppor t our o w n content ions. 

I f s a k ind of game and Catho 
indu lge in i t . P lay ing the game i 
is a f o i b le tha t w e should recoj 
any o f the f o l l o w i n g you are a pi 

You argue fo r the p ro tec t i o 
sovereign nat ion. You b u i l d 
care fu l l y . But you do not m 
Vat i can does not f o rma l l y recog| 
Israel. 

You favor grant ing the o p t i o 
in the hand. You ta lk about) 
Cathol ics in countr ies across t h 
en joy this op t i on . Somehow yo 
fac t that the U.S. Cathol ic bi 
pressly fo rb idden the pract ice. 

You say the Church, par t i 
count ry , shou ldn ' t be spending 
and e f fo r t wor ry ing about the p 
underdeve loped nations, the T 
fo rget t o po in t o u t that Pope Pa| 
this is precisely what Cathol ics 
shou ld be do ing. 

You f requent ly a t tack the Un 
some of its agencies. You ma| 
points but somehow do not inc lu 
of the many exhortat ions of Pi 
favor of the Un i ted Nat ions. | 

You f requent ly assail as "dd 
ef for ts o f many Amer i can Churc l 
fa i rer d is t r ibu t ion of services e 
resources. You make the classic , 
concern ing free enterpr ise. But 
any reference t o Pope Paul's enci 
of Peoples wh i ch calls for fairer 
the wor ld 's bounty . 

M a n y o f our readers c o u l d 
Unhapp i l y we are apt to recogniz 
in those wh,o disagree w i t h us bef 
same in ourselves. But that , too , s 
of the game. 

Christian Lesson 
The Catho l ic schools of South Af r ica are 

teach ing the wo r l d a lesson ip Christ iani ty. 
De fy ing apar the id laws and ignoring government 
threats t o close the schools, Ca iho l i c o f f ic ia ls 
have opened the places of learning to al l people, 
regardless qf color . 1 

W h i l e Catho l ic schools acrossj ' the count ry 
were enro l l ing ch i ld ren of al l shades, the Irish-
born pr inc ipa l of St. Catherine!'!- Convent in 
Johannesburg, South A f r i ca , verba l ized the 
ac t ion , saying the schoo l s . were "mere ly 
f o l l ow ing the teachings of Christ to w h o m the 
co lor of chi ldren's skin means notlii ng . " 

Perhaps by the t ime this ed i tor ia l appears the 
government w i l l haveishut d o w n the schools but 
by so do ing it w i l l i l lust rate fur ther the fo l l y of 
apar the id . 

Meanwh i l e there ; are t w o {courses we-
Amer icans can fol lpvy; W e must no t get self-
r ighteous for apar the id under o th^r names was 
p rac t i ced in this coun t ry un t i l recent years and 
traces of it persist. A n d we must dray fo r those 
Catho l ic educators w h o are marcjhing to a 
d i f fe ren t d r u m than prescr ibed by terr iporal law. 
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First Stei 
The task Archb ishop j e a n Jadot, tjhe aposto l ic 

de lega te t o the Un i t ed States, la id be fore the 
Na t iona l Conference o f ' Ca tho l i c ] Bishops ' i s 
d i f f i c u l t and comp lex . J 

He t o l d them they must f i n d ways t o serve 
diverse groups wh i ch " d o not fee l at home w i t h 
ou r wh i te , western, European ways of pub l i c 
worsh ip and c o m m u n i t y l i v i n g " and d o not w a n t 
t o adapt . j ' 

A t the same t ime the bishops must: f i n d ways 
" t o foster the u n i t y o f t he peop le o f G o d w i t h i n 
o n e C h u r c h , " he said, i 

* ! 
The f i rst step in shedding uhsavo y yest iges 

such as rac ism, is a d m i t t i n g tha t the> d o indeed 
exist. This diocese has a l ready begun the. task, 
/^nd i t is g ra t i f y ing t o hear a chu rchm i n i w i t h t he 

" c r e d e n t i a l s o f Archb ishop Jadot equate facisrri 
w i t h ar rogance t o the nat iona l leadeiphip o f t he 
Chuxc 

on 
The Way to 
A Man's Heart 
Editor: 

w 
Many years ago while still 

a young seminarian. James 
Kearney took part in a 
Corpus Christi procession in 
the Cenacle gardens of 
Riverside Drive in New York 
City. He often remarked 
that it was the pink 
lemonade and cookies after 
it which endeared him to the 
Cenacle. 'A f te r his or­
dination he frequently gave 
days • of recollection and 
retreats for children and 
adults there. 

When* he became Bishop " 
of Rochester, he decided to 
have a Cenacle there. When 
Mrs. Nora Todd gave him 
her house at 693 East Ave., 
he already knew what he 
would do with it. In 1948 he 
o f f e r e d i t t o t h e 
Congregation of Our Lady 
of the Cenacle, asking the 

"sisters to open a retreat 
house which would be of 
service to the people of the 
Diocese of Rochester. 

In June of that year they 
arrived. -And it was not long 

.after that they i conducted 
their first retreat: Since that 
time retreats of various 
kinds, days of recollection, 
evenings of recollection, 
study groups, seminars and 
institutes havei followed 
each other throughout the 
year. 

The sisters look forward, 
to the challenge 
the needs of the times by 
providing^ considerable 
variety in their1 pifograms, all 
w i th ' the pu 
"awakening and 
fai th," thus carrying on the 
tradit ion .established by 
Bishop Kearney i 
bu i l t upon t 
vocation and chalrism 

of meeting' 

rpose of 
deepening 

n 1948 and 
heir own 

Sister An] 

Brighton, 

gela Murphy 
200 Lake St. 
Mass. 02135 

(Editor's Note: Sister Angela 
Murphy is, with Bishop 
Kearney, a co-foiinder of the 
Rochester Cenacle.) 

Dignity, yoy 
Seen in Rites 
Editor: ] 

The cha l l enges of 
membership in ihe^ Church 
today are best Understood 
by those who hsjvte a sense 
of our history as Church. We 
were given a gift in Bishop 
Kearney.' I believe his' 
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funeral liturgies were a 
farewell gift to us: we were 
called together in dignity 
and a joyfuTfaith to mourn 
neither the man nor his days 
in the church, but to sense 
our roots and celebrate a 
Cod still calling us to 
growth in the Church today. 

May J thank the many 
who prepared and hosted 
these celebrations. * There 
was dignity and joy, history 
and mission. 

Father Donald F. Schwab 
Director ot 

Religious Education 
1150 Buffalo Road 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

Student No 
Less Catholic 
/• 
Editor: 

, I feel compel led to 
protest against "Speaking 
Out," by lean Marie Hill (1-
12-77). Miss Hill explained 
why she prefers Catholic 
high.school. 

I have been an active 
part icipant in Christian 
Youth activities, such as 
Teen Seminar and Young; 
Life I have also, by my owni 
choice, . gone to public 
schools I am no less of a 
Catholic because I do not 
attend Catholic high school. 

Because Miss Hill has 
"seen" public schools, as II 
have seen Catholic schools, 
does not make her an-
authority on them. I am also 
no authority on Catholic 
schools. I do know that 
being a Catholic is more 
than attending,^classes.; on . 
theology. My upbringing in 
the Catholic faith .is what 
makes, me want to stay a 
Catholic; living in a Catholic 
home can be.nefit more than 
my "conscience telling me" 
that I should stay with the 
Church. _ i 

My parents j pay public 
school taxes — am I to, feel 
deprived because .I do not 
ask them also to pay tuition 
to a Catholic hiqh school, 
for a "Catholic Education?" 
Life and Death are not 
things one can learn in 
school. Public schools are 
not atheist. Miss Hill's 
personal feelings have noft 
been separated from or­
thodoxy, and it is obvious in 
her essay. 

I am sure that the ad­
vantages and disadvantages 
of public school balance 
with those of Catholic 
school. 

Cynthia M. Yacono 
Greece.Olympia High 

School, 
Class of 1977 

Bible Cited 
For Penalty 
Editor: . * 

Since the death penalty is 
one of the most discussed 
topics of our troubled times, 
it seems good to consider 
what God has said about it. 

In Matthew 15; Jesus said 
to the scribes. artrAPharise.es, . 
"Why do ypuj transgress the 
commandments of- Cod. 
for God says: Honor thy 

father and mother, and, let 
him who curses father and 
mother be put to death." In 
Exodus we read "Whoever 
strikes father or mother 
shall beput to d'eatnf' again 
in Exodus, "Whoever 

'^Mfci 

'OKAV, MAVBE HIS SERMONS £E£ PULL, BUT I 
LIKE THE WAV HE HANPLES DISTRACTIONS/* 

touches the mountain (Sinai) 
shall be put to death." 
•Elsewhere in the O l d 
Testament we read "A 
kidnapper, whether he sells 
his victim, or still has him 
when caught, shajl be p u t t o 
death;" and " Anyone who 
lies with an animal must be 
put to death." 

The death penalty is the 
only punishment that wi l l 
deter men from great crime. 
Nearly all the Christian 
nations of the world, up to 
now, have put to death not 
only murderers, but those 
who committed many other 
crimes. Crime has increased 
by leaps and bounds in the 
USA since the^death penalty 
was abandoned a few years 
ago. ' 

Women who put their 
unborn babies to death 
deserve nothing better than 
that they. tocr. be Pflt to 
death. Theirs is the most 
shameful and cruel kind of 
murder: the murder of the 
helpless, the unhaptized, 
the unborn. 

Father F.j. Gettelfinger 
P.O. Box jeu 

New Haven, Ky. 40051 

Columnist 
True Gem9 

Editor: 

I would like to share with 
those of you in the 
Rochester diocese a true 
gem we have in our midst. ' 

On Jan. 16 the Women's 
Club of St. Patrick's, Elmira, 
was privileged to have,Mrs. 
Nancy Murphy as our 
speaker for our annual 
Communioh Breakfast. ' 

Mrs. Murphy was not only 
delightful in her presen­
t a t i o n o f " V a l u e s 
Clar i f icat ion, ' ! but very 
informative arid captivated 
her au'diencjle of 150-
Catholic women throughout 
her program. ., 

We cainnot in words 
express our gratitude, not 
only for. njaking the trip t o „.. 

• E lm i ra in most^ UfT,-'" 
predictable weather*: but • 
also -vfOF. giving us fjer. ... 
v a l u a b l e t i m e , .: a r id 
exuberance. " , 

(Mrs-) Gerry Caporiccio,« 
•' . ' President . 

St. Patrick's Women's Cldb 

Action Issue 
'Absurd9 

Editor: 

' How absurd can you get? 

Your "Special Edition -
ACalhto Act ion" of 12/29/76 

• has to be an affront to the 
i n t e l l i g e n c e of every 
member of the Rochester 
DioCese. 

How can you, ask people 
to comment on well over a 
h u n d r e d compl icated 
recommendations covering 
the entire, gamut of church 
activities all in one shot? It 
would take 40,000 words to 
answer your questionnaire. 

' I get the gut feeling that 
you're merely sluffing the 
whole proposal off by in­
cluding the entire con­
ference in one issue — 
worse, you make it mighty 
easy to entertain the 
suspicion that you don't 
truly want my reaction to 
the Detroi t Conference, 
because, if you did, you 
cer ta in ly wou ld have 
presented their work in a 
more responsible manner. 

. Bill Schneider 
122 West Parkway 

Rochester, N.Y. 14616 

Mass Seen 
Faith Teak' 

Editor: 

I entirely disagree with 
the Mooney seniors on "Is 
Massf Necessary?" (12/9/76). 
Thfe Mass for me is the peak,; 
tm j'-high" of my faith. If 
renews my bond with Jesus 
we 'ek, a f t e r week, it, 
strengthens my love for him 
and for all people. The Mass 
is. very important in mv life 
right' now, as I hope and 

'graylit wi l l always be. 

Kathy Coffey, 
Cardinal Mooney Freshman 

. , 162 King Rd-
Churchville, N.Y. 14428 

Letters intended for^ 
publication rijust be addressed. 
to Option, Courier-Journal, 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 
1460J4, . 

VTb^y?shouid be no longer 
I thanr % ?"l>2 pages, typed^ 
double-spaced, with names; 
and addresses. The .paper.] 
reserves the right to edit all; 
letters- f •'-" i . *v 

artrAPharise.es

