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- By ’OHN DASH

It is a (matter of fact h
knew that he was called-to
the priesthood at the age-of
14. Late last :year he
celebrated the ‘40th  an-
niversary of his ordination
to the service of God. and

the Churdh and unwavering; -

is his certltude that his
calling is to-be a priest- of
Jesus Chr;st

Father Robert McNamara,
writer, historian
liturgist, | confessor, priest,
the . affable professor of
Church 'History' recently

entertained questions on the |
state of the Church and hls :

life.

The professorlal clutter of
his quarters at: St. Beriard’s
Seminary is dismissed with a
wave of the hand and. the
words, “This hasn’t been
cleaned since | came here in

1943,

teacher,

He »!Vas.born in Corning,
the son of ““a real GP of the
old - school,” and mother
who nurtured the spiritual

[ ON THE!
RIGHT SIDE

\Fr. Paul J. Cuddy)

When "wias loading my
car “in Webster ({ast
November, for a two-week
stint in Elmira, one of our
priests asked: “Aren’t you
leaving anything behind?”
Considering the load, it was
a legitimate question. When
Fr. Foy helped me load to.
réeturn home, he was

astonished at the amount

and variety of things. “Why,
your car is like a Gypsy
wagon!”

Now, both observations
were justified. On leaving
for Elmira the trunk of the
car had: one bushel of
Golden Delight apples; four
gallons of cider; two cases
of Books: the $5.95
Teaching Of Christ by
Lawler-Wueirl and Lawler.
There was a box wijth 600
copies of Treasury of
Prayers; two dozen copres
of .Prayers of an ‘lrish
Mother, 50 copies of the
Scriptural Rosary; 200
coples of a colorful triptych
folder on How to Say the
ROSBI’Y There were several
sets of -Abp. Sheen’s Gary
Cassette, Conferences plus
other odds and ends.

When Fr. Foy said “Gypsy
Wagon,” | rephed “Not
quite. More like the old-time
doctor who went on house
calls with a satche! of
variowss .drugs and
medicines, prepared for
many thmgs .

En ror{te 1 had Iunch wrth
Frs. la d Tormey in

.sparkllngblack~ ark’, o the 4

drlye as prudent thrs time,

" clients.:

interval before Mass, and
there were a dozen boxes to
be lugged into the rectory.
So I: went through the
church for help. There were
five -nice high school girls,
piously awaltmg Mass. So |
asked; “Would you girls
please give me fa lift with
some packages?’ They
obligingly followed, single
file, to the “Gypsy Wagon”
just outside. Each carried a
couple of boxes, and all
were deposited in the
rectory in a jiffy.

My five high school girls
turned out to be freshmen
student nurses at St
Joseph’s . Nursing School,
whichiis directly across from
the church, under the
guidance of Sister Remigia
McHenry, 55).< Mrs. Barry,
the reétory cook, was sick,’
and there was no one to get
supper. The girls said’ “We
are cooking our supper:
spaghetti and meat balls;
and you are welcome to
come.” “Say, that would be
dandy!” It was good to
enjoy the youthful kindness
and spirit of five splendid
future nurses.

During the two weeks
TDY the apples and cider
disappeared to
places. Over 500 copies of
the Treasury of Prayer were
sold at the Masses at Sts.
Peter and Paul and at the St.
Charles Borromeo; Altar and
Rosary! soqlety meetmg A
hundred copies were given
away. Several Sheen tapes
were ibought by happy
Twenty copies of
Prayers of an Irish Mother
were snatched up at a small -
gathering of AOH women
who met in the church hall.

Friends call me “Th
Huckster”, a term | like. Th
parable which appeals to
‘me paiticularly is that one
about the sower who went
out to sow the seed. Anyone
who - 'ants any of the
literature mentioned above
can orqer from me at Holy
Tnmty| Church Webiter,

Father McNamara jokes with 'vi§i€6rs.

sundry’

life of the family.

One day, perhaps, the
anecdotes about ‘“Doc

Mac,” the physician who
marked the bills of the
indigent paid, who was

elected Mayor of - Corning,
will be gathered into a book.
But that's for the future.

The Papal Bull seal.

Robert
intention was to pursue an
academic life in English.
The man who was recently
titled ' “archivist” for the
diocese confesses the
paucity of his training in
history.

But. when Dr. Frederick
Zwierjein retired his post in

Church History at the

seminary, Father McNamara
was appointed to step into
the department and take
over. He has held the post at

the school for more than 30 .

years.
DIVORCED GROUP

. Begdinning Jan. 16, the
Divorced Catholic Group of
the Northwest Region will
meet * at Church of the
Assumption, 20 East Ave,
Fairport on the first and
third * Sundays of every
month at 7:30 p.m. All in-
terested are invited.

P

BE-MAR INC.

Roler Skating For Schools

Any Afterncon or Even|
..-Our20th Yeer . ..

| 4815 Clover, Honeoye Falis

CaliCollect (718) 824-1826

McNamara’s

But he’s managed a

happy marriage of his skills,

as a writer and researcher.

To wit: three major books,;

one on St. Mary’s Church in
Corning, one on the North
American College in Rome,
one on the Diocese of
-Rochester. His name also
also frequently appears at
the head of monographs
and essays in area and
natjional pubtications

Father McNamara escorts
visitors to newly designated.
rooms at the seminary for.

the diocesan archives. He
sorts through the volumes
and boxes on the shelves
and draws down a par-
chment, carefully asd
beautifully drawn Lati
words on its face, and
hanging on a cord at its base
the lead seal of the pope.

Hall's

FLOWER SHOP

2075 DEWEY'AVE.
Near the West Gate
of Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

. 865-6533

Next door to Hail's Travel Service

.Home Heating lnr:..
12717414 ., 271-4650
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our Newest Studio

Joyce Wlnters School "
* " of Dance & Drama - A‘

Anpounces the Opening of

20 BI.AGI( CREEK RD. 544 2201

the Black Crook Marina Bubding |

CLASSES FOR: CHILDREN-TEENS-ADULTS

WINNERS OF:

Ballet-Tap-Acrobatrcs—Jazz- .
Drhma-BaIlroom Belly Dancrng /4%"\7‘
V)

g s

14 Ntionsl Dsnce Masters of Americs-Washingtén, D.C. 1978 :
Waestern New York State Dance Masters of. Americs-1976 .

' Dancesrama-
h* 1976 *

) ﬂﬂ‘l. GROUP LESSONS

| GRAND OPENING ¢ 1-+R. |

Dance Festival- 187

ln the . archwes of the drocese and in the long halls of the seminary.

. It is the official document
which establishes the
Diocese of Rochester. The
document is called a Papal
Bull, from the Latin ‘bulla’
— the lead seal with the
figures of Peter and Paul on
one side, the name of the
reigning pontiff on: the
other.

Throughout his academic
life he has maintained close
ties to parish ministry,
ticking off a number of

"Photo by ‘Ben Susso

parishes where he serves
when he is not teaching.

It is this contact which .
has given him the insight
that amid all the 'liturgical
changes in the Church, the
People of God crave means
to express their devotional
lives.

But “we are too close,” he

- says fully to appreciate the

changes in the Church.

That too, is for the future.
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e QUALITY STANDARDS

e DIGNITY IN SERVICE
® INTEGRITY IN BUSINESS

HARLOFF

ST. JEROME’S
PARISH

uner. al@ﬁ'né E. ROCHESTER

BURNS_HANNA
FUNERAL HOME

1795 Ridge Rd. E.

467-5745

SPACIOUS
PARKING
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Paul W. Harris
' - FUNERAL HOME INC.
570 Kings Hrghway South (corner Titus)

anate casket selection room
s 9544-2041

AIR
CONDITIONED

Air Conditioned

Arndt Funeral Home

Parkingfor over SO cars

Ronald John Arﬁdt — Funeral Director
Parishioner at St. John the Evangelist

{{1118 Long Pond Road

near Maiden Lane 225.6350




