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B y l O H N D A S H 

I t is a jmatter of fac t : he 
knew ,that he was. ca l led t o 
the pr iesthood at the age o f 
14. La t^ last ; year he 
celebrated the 40th an
niversary of his o rd ina t ion 
to the service o f God . andj 
the Churcth, and unwaver ing 
is his cjertitude tha t his1 

cal l ing is! t o - b e a priest ofj-.. 
Jesus Chrjst 

Father Robert McNamara, 1 

writer, h istor ian, teacher, 
l i turgist, J confessor, pfiest,' 
the . a f fab le professor of 
Church ' H is tory ' recent ly ! 
entertained questions on the 
state o f the Church and bis 
l i fe. J 

The professorial c lu t ter of 
his quarters at 'St . Bernard's 
Seminary is dismissed vyith a 
wave of the hand and the 
words, "This haisn't been 
cleaned since I came here in 
1943." 

Father] M c N a m a r a j o k e s w i t h v i s i t o r s 

He 

The Papa l B u l l sea l . 

was. 

Jt. 

born in Corning, 
the sori of " a real GP of the 
o ld - schoo l , " a'nd mother 
who nur tured the spir i tual 

THE 
RltiHT SIDE 

^Fr. Paul J. Cuddy; 

^fiffiin't'W&s load ing my 
ca r ' i n W e b s t e r Jfast 
November, fo r a two-week 
stjnt in Elmira, one of our 
priests asked: "A ren ' t you 
leaving anyth ing behind?" 
Considering the load, i t was 
a legi t imate quest ion. When 
Fr. Foy helped me load to 
re tu rn h o m e , he was 
astonished at the amoun t 
and var iety of things. " W h y , 
your car is Jike a Gypsy 
wagon ! " 

Now, bo th observat ions 
were just i f ied. O n leaving 
for E lmi ra , the t runk pf the 
car had: one bushel of 
Golden Del ight apples;? fou r 
gallons of cider; t w o cases 
o f Books , : t h e $ 5 . 9 5 
Teach ing O f Chr is t by 
Lawler-Wuef l and Lawler. 
There was a box w j th 600 
cop ies o f Treasury! o f 
Prayers; t w o dozen copies 
of Prayers o f an Ir ish 
Mother ; 50 copies of. the 
Scriptural Kosary; 200 
copies o f a co lo r f u l t r i p t ych 
fo lder on How t o Say the 
Rosary. There were several 
sets o f - A b p . Sheen's Gary 
Cassette, Conferences plus 
other odds and ends. 

When !Fr. Foy said "Gypsy 
Wagon,"! I rep l ied: " N o t 
qui te. Mo re l ike thie o l d t ime 
doctor w h o w e n t on House 
calls w i t h a satchel of 
v a r i o u s ; d r u g s a n d 
medic ines, p repared f o r 
many th ings. " 

En route, I had lunch w i t h 
Frs. Lane and Tormey in 
G e n e y l j C f r K t ^ a r f e d again 
fo r l l |&i.ra2ap^>ut 3 P.M. A 
motithk^^iii a zealous 
S t a t e ' ^ f t n S j ^ ^ o a d i ' arrested 
me for? speeding ,6n Route 

W a t k i h i f P f e r i ^ a o d a : l a d y 
Jus t i ce^p r ree t l y had f i ned 
me $20, pl i is; diecorating n iy 
d r i v e r ^ l - ^ j g j ^ n c e - sMth .-.-a/ 
spark l ing b lack mark, so the 

drive was. prudent this time,.; 

There, was. a 15-rr»inute 

interval before Mass, and 
there Were a dozen boxes to 
be. lugged into the rectory. 
So I went through the 
church for help. There were 
f ive nice high school girls, 
piously awai t ing Mass. So I 
asked; "Would you girls 
please give me ia lift with 
some paokages?" They 
obftgingly fo l lowed, single 
f i le , to the "Gypsy W a g o n " 
just outside. Each carr ied a 
coup le of boxes, and al l 
were depos i t ed in the 
rectory in a j i f fy . 

M y f ive high school girls 
turned out to be freshmen 
s t u d e n t nurses at St. 
Joseph's. Nursing School, 
wh ich lis d i rect ly across f rom 
the c h u r c h , under the 
guidance of Sister Remigia 
McHenry , SSJ. 'Mrs. Barry, 
the rectory cook, was sick, 
and there was no one to get 
supper. The girls said' " W e 
are cook ing our supper: 
spaghett i and meat balls; 
and you are we lcome to 
come."-"Say, that wou ld be 
dandy . " It was good to 
enjoy the you th fu l kindness 
and spir i t of f ive splendid 
fu ture nurses. 

Dur ing the two weeks 
TDY the apples and cider 
d i s a p p e a r e d t o s u n d r y ' 
places. Over 500 copies of 
the Treasury of Prayer were 
sold at the Masses at Sts. 
Peter and Paul and at the St. 
Charles Borromeo; Altar and 
Rosary society meeting. A 
hundred copies were given 
away. Several Sheen tapes 
were bough t by happy 
cl ients. Twenty copies of 
Prayers; of an Irish Mother 
were snatched up at a small 
gathering of A O H women 
who met in the church hal l . 

Friends cal l me " T h 
Huckster" , a term I l ike. Th 
parable wh ich appeals to 
me par t icu lar ly is that one 
abou t the sower w h o went 
ou t t o sow the seed. Any bne 
w h o wants any of the 
l i terature ment ioned above 
can order f r om me a t Ho ly 
Tr in i ty | Church, Webster, 
N.Y. 14580. 

iMBorroiiMO 
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ptton Specialists! 

l i fe o f ' the fami ly 

One day, perhaps, the 
anecdo tes a b o u t " D o c 
M a c , " the physician who 
marked the bil ls of the 
indigent paid, who was 
elected Mayor of 'Corning 
wi l l be gathered into a book 
But that 's for the future. 

R o b e r t M c N a m a r a V 
intent ion was to pursue an 
academic l i fe in English. 
The man who was recently 
t i t led "a rch iv i s t " for the 
d iocese confesses the 
pauci ty of his t raining in 
history. 

But when Dr. Frederick 
Zwier je in ret ired his post in 
Church H is to ry at the 
seminary. Father McNamara 
was appoin ted to step into 
the depar tment and take 
over. He has held the post at 
the school for more than 30 . 
years. 

DIVORCED GROUP 

• Beginning Jan. 16, the 
Divorced Cathol ic Group of 
the Northwest Region wi l l 
meet ' at Church of the 
Assumpt ion, 20 East Ave., 
Fairport on the first and 
third ' Sundays of every 
month at 7:30 p.m. Al l in
terested are invi ted. 

Photo fay Ben 9usso 

I n t h e a r c h i v e s o f t h e d i o c e s e a n d i n t h e l o n g h a l l s o f t h e s e m i n a r y . 

. It is the o f f i c ia l document parishes where he serves 
w h i c h es tab l i shes the when he is not teaching. 
Diocese of Rochester. The | f j s this con tac t wh ich 

But he's managed a 
happy marr iage of his skills 
as a wr i ter and researcher. 
To wi t : three major books, 
one on St. Mary 's Church in 
Corning, one on the Nor th 
Amer ican College in Rome, 
one on the Diocese of 

-Rochester. His name also 
also f requent ly appears at 
the head of monographs 
and essays in area and 
nat ional publ icat ions 

Father McNamara escorts 
visitors to newly designated, 
rooms at the seminary for. 
the diocesan archives. He 
sorts through the vo lumes 
and boxes on the shelves 
and draws down a par
c h m e n t , c a r e f u l l y .a^d 
b e a u t i f u l l y d rawn L*atm— 
words on its face, and 
hanging on a cord at its base 
the lead seal of the pope. 

document is ca l led a Papal 
Bul l , f r om the Latin 'bu l la ' 
— the lead seal w i t h the 
figures of Peter and Paul on 
one side, the name of the 
reigning pont i f f on the 
other. 

Throughout his academic 
l i fe he has mainta ined close 
ties to parish ministry, 
t i ck ing of f a number of 

h im the insight 
al l the l i turg ica l 

has given 
that amid 
changes in the Church, the 
People of God crave means 
to express their devot iona l 
lives' 

But " w e are too c lose," he 
says fu l ly to appreciate the 
changes in the Church. 

That too , is for the fu ture . 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
QUALITY STANDARDS 
DIGNITY IN SERVICE 
INTEGRITY IN BUSINESS 

Hall's 
FLOWER SHOP 
2075 DEWEY AVE. 

Near the West Gate 
of Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

865-6533 
Naxt door to Hall's Trml Sarvlca 

BE-MAR INC. 
Roller Stating For School* 
Any Afternoon or Evening 

. . . O u r 20th Y e e r . . . * 1 

4815 Clover, Honeoye Fells 
Cell Col led (716) 624*1826 

i 
JHome Heating Inc.» 
'271-7414; . 271-4650 j 

586-5948 

HAKLUrr ST | E R O M E S 

Joyce Winters School , 
of Dance & Drama i i i J L ^ 

' Announces the Opening of 
i our Newest Studio 
20 BLACK CREEK RD, 544-2201 

, ( - W ' t i f c i l y m tr t* ja4i M M Mat« Craat feriM t a j i k i ) 

B U R N S - H A N N A 
F U N E R A L H O M E 
1795 Ridge Rd. E. 467-5745 

CLASSES FOR CHILDREN-TEENS-ADULTS 
in |Baljet-Tap-Acrobatics- Jazz-
Drama-Ballroom-Belly Dancing s ^ ( 

WINNERS OF : 
; * Mttional Qanca Mastara of Amarica-Washkigton. D C . 1S71 

•'* Waatam Naw York Stata Danca Mastara of.Amarfca-1$7S 
!'*' Oaneaanma-ltM * Summar Dane* Fastivat-lfTt 

GRAND OPENING 6 1-HR. 
SPECIAL GROUP LESSONS 

- I * ^ 
. fox Trot-Rhumbe-Che Che 
CMS-Thur*. 7-S Mefci-Fri. 7-S 

DISCO SPECIAL 
1-HR. GROUP LESSONS 

Cr Latin 

ChM-TTtur*. t -S . ' 
MoVhMJM • Stop 

P a u l W. H a if r i s 
FUNERAL HOME INC. 

570 Kings Highway South (corner Titus) 

SPACIOUS 
PARKING 

Private casket "selection room 
544-2041 

AIR 
C O N D I 1 I O N I D 

St0dM92 St. Casimir St. IN-Norton) 
Branch 1957 Five Mile Line Rd. 

Cnuvcf) of MCewrwtiOft 

Arndt Funeral Home 
Air Conditioned Parkih&forover50cars 

Ronald John Arndt—Funeral Director 
Parishioner at St John the Evangelist 

1 1 1 8 L o n g P o n d R o a d near Maiden Lane 2 2 5 - 6 3 5 0 
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