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Tips For Nowat'ffte CdflsumerInformation Center 

Winter Vacationers] Insulation 4 - O n e Wfiy 
By Arine S. Fenstermacher 

Staff Assistant-Consumer A f f a i r ! 

A c c o r d i n g t o R C & E ' s 

Customer Service Depart

ment , hundreds of customers 

go south for vacat ions each 

winter . If you are one of these 

ind iv iduals and you war i t ' Jo 

know how to set your furmace 

and appl iances in y o u r l a b -

sence, I have some sugges

t ions. 

Heat i r ig: Turn your ther

mostat back to the lowest 

set t ing, pre ferab ly 55°. D o 

no t tu rn the fu rnace o f f 

because in very c o l d weather 

water l ines cou ld f reeze and 

burst, causing considerable 

damage. If you do ; dec ide t o 

tu rn your heat of f , be sure t o 

dra in your water lines and 

pro tec t any i tems w h i c h 

cou ld f reeze. A fa i lu re o f one 

of the fu rnace cont ro ls on a 

very c o l d day cou ld also 

cause damage. To avo id this I 

have t w o suggestions: 

1 . Ask a ne ighbor to' check 

y.qur, hp.;yW*, ' i t e m p e r a t u re 

w h i t e ' y o u ^ ate avtfay. The 

neighbor should check every 

day when the outs ide tem-

jperature is 20° or less, and 

every t w o days when it is 

above 20°. 

2. Buy a special con t ro l 

w h i c h w i l l tu rn a l ight on if 

the house tempera tu re drops 

be low a cer ta in level . For ex

amp le y o u f i rs t set the house 

thermosta t back t o 55°., Then 

you set the thermosta t of the 

special con t ro l at 40°, a t tach 

a . |amp to- the con t ro l , , and 

p lace the l a m p in the w in 

dow. . If t h e house tem

perature drops be low 40° the 

lamp vyill t u rn on . You .w i l l 

have to ask a neighbor t o 

w a t c h t o see if t he i ignt turns 

on . This con t ro l and others 

s imi lar t o it can be purchased 

f r o m a heat ing cont rac tor , or 

f r o m a hardware and heat ing 

supply store. 

In e i ther case y o u should-

g ive the neighbor instruct ions 

abou t w h o to cal l t o make 

fu rnace repairs, i f necessary.' 

App l iances: Set the con t ro l 

on a gas water heater t o the 

" p i l o t " pos i t ion. ! 

You may shut o f f the wa te r 

supp ly a t the meter if your : 

heat ing sys tem pein i i ts . 

Remove a l l per ishab le 

items, f r o m the refr igerator 

a n d . s e t / t h e . c o n j / p l . t o the 

warmes t sett ing. 

U n p l u g smaH appl iances, 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t - a p p l ianc.es. 

and o ther appl iances w h i c h 

w i l l no t be u s t d f * T h i s H s 

par t i cu la r l y t rue if you have 

an " i ns tan t o n " te lev is ionse t . 

B i l l ing: You can cal l ^the 

RG&E at 546-1111 to ask that 

your meter n o t be read a n d 

that you not receive a |b i l l 

un t i l you return. Be sure to 

not i f y t he Company when 

you do return Or if you w i l l 

be away for an extended 

per iod o f t i m e you can ask t o 

have your RC&E bi l l 'for

warded to your wrnter l ad -

dress. 

Do not f o r g e t to have 

del ivery of your newspapers 

s topped a/id your mai l held 

at the Post O f f i c e un t i l you 

return. This k ind of advaVice 

p lann ing can give you peace 

of m i n d wh i l e you are away. 

"Electricity . . . And 
Our Energy Future'' 
Book Available 

D i d y o u know that in 1975 
the average home used four 
t imes as m u c h e lec t f i c i t y as 
in 1950? A n d that *our 
p o p u l a t i o n , is p ro jec ted t o 
increase by 25,000,000 by 
1985? These are some o f the 
f a c t s f o u n d in " E l e c 
t r i c i t y . . . A n d O u r Energy 
Future. " I t is an inst ruct ional 
gu ide in comic book fo rmat 
that describes the var ious 
methods by wh i ch e lec t r i c i t y 
is generated, how it gets t o 
your home and w h y it is 
cost ing more . I t provides t ips 
on e lec t r i ca l safety and 
shows w h y nuclear is the 
most imporj tant po ten t ia l 
source t o meet t he energy 
requi rements by-1985.. I t also 
explains fue l suppl ies and 
a l ternate fo rms o f energy l ike 
so lar , , ged therma l and w i n d 
and w h y these sources are 
not expected t o p roduce 
energy in s ign i f icant v o l u m e 
before I990. 

This i n fo rma t i ve book is 
ava i lab le a t no charge or 
ob l i ga t i on . To get your copy, 
f i l l o u t and return the c o u p o n 
on this page or ca l l 546-2700, 
extension 2225. 

Visit Brookwood ThisSunday 
Look ing f o r some th ing the harnessing o f nuclpar 

interest ing t o d o . w i t h lyour 

f a m i l j V i ? ^ S o m e t h i n g jkhat 

everyone w i l l f i n d exc i t ing 

and* ^e4ucaij©jnaj?' Thenjr we 

suggest t ha t . . y o g consider 

v i s i t i n g o u r B r o o k w o o d 

S c i e n c e I n f o r m a t i o n Cenfer. 

" ' - , - 0 a ^ m ^ e ^ r u b " t i ^ | S D d ; \ - i$ nc^icjharge. Jes t 24 mi les 

& n n p a ^ ^ i ^ l 4 y j p e x p j a « j f i i t h e - \ ^ e i * s f r o f m i d t o w n Rochester, 
Teii0e * s t d r y " ' 6 f ^e l ec t r i c i t y B r o o k w o o d is l oca ted |on 

f r o m its basic generat ion t o Ljake Road in On ta r i o . 

"Do- i t -yourse l fe rs " can learn abou t ins ta l l ing i nsu la t i on at our 
Consumer Center. 
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Degree Days Explained 
month 's heat ing b i l l should 

be higher or lower than tha t 

of last m o n t h or of last 

December , f o r e x a m p l e . 

Degree Days are f igured by 

subt rac t ing the mean . t em

perature (the average of the 

high and low temperatures) 

f r om 65" - the tempera tu re at 

wh i ch i t is not norma l l y 

necessary t o heat your house. 

For example, if the day's high 

is 40" and the low is 10°, the 

mean is 25°, wh i ch when 

subt racted f r o m 65° w i l l give 

you 40 Degree Days for tha t 

day. The char t be low shows 

ac tua l l y how m u c h co lder 

the weather , as measured in 

Degree Days, has been. 

The e f fec t of this b i t ter 

co ld weather is showing upj in 

your heat ing bi l ls . The co lder 

the Weather the more energy 

your; fu rnace uses to keep 

your house w a r m . 

Degree Days < 

This heat ing season has 

been cons iderably co lder 

t h a n ' last year's and - also 

m u c h co lder than norma l . 

RG&E keeps track of the 

weather cond i t ions by using a 

"Degree D a y " "system wh i ch 

i n d i c a t e s t h e r e l a t i v e 

coldness of a per iod of t ime, 

such as a m o n t h compared 

w i t h o ther months . The 

weather is a s ign i f icant fac to r 

in de te rm in ing whether this 

I fl .1 
Degree Days* 

Month Normal 1975 

September 126 194 
October 398 365 
November 735 525 
December 1138 

l&ear toDate 2397 

i * These are the Degree D 
: Your monthly b i l l probabh. 
? month so i t may include if 

1146 
2230 

ays in 

I976 % Difference 

173 1 1 % Warmer 
538 47% Colder 
879 67% Colder 

1279 12% Colder 
2869 29% Colder 

the actual calendar months. 
wi l l not correspond to the calendar' 

lore or 
; on the dates it covers. 
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less Degree Days depending 

-

energy. O u r f r iend ly and 

c o m p e t e n t staff w i l l be !on 

Wand t o a n s w e r ajny 

quest ions. j 

f ^ r o o k w . o o d w i l l be open to> 

tljie pub l i c f r o m 10 a . m . t ^ 4 

pi rn, th is Sunday. A n d , there 
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Win te r is here. A n d so far 
•it 's co lder than no rma l w h i c h 
means you r fu rnace has used r 
more energy t o keep you r 
house w a r m . I f ' y o u r house is 
under - insu la ted , y o u w i l l 
p robab ly be overspend ing on 
fue l costs. 

A d d i n g insu la t ion in t he 
at t ic , basement, and t o ex-' 
posed wal ls can reduce you r 
e n e r g y c o n s u m p t i o n 
s ign i f icant ly . 

There are many types of 
insu la t ion ava i lab le t oday 
and if you ' re puzz led over 
wh i ch t ype ,is best f o r you r 
home, v is i t '&G&E's Consumer 
I n f o r m a t i o n : Center . O u r 
Resident ial representat ives 
w i l l be ava i lab le t o assist y o u 
in choos ing a t ype tha t is best 
for your home and-budget. 

If you p lan t o instal l it 
yoursel f P you can be ^advised 
on the ease o f ins ta l la t ion 
and the proper m e t h o d . 
W h i l e you ' re there, p ick up a 
c o m p l i m e n t a r y copy o f ou r 
book le t , " I f You ' re Under -
I n s u l a t e d , Y o u ' r e O v e r 
spending on Fue l . " 

The Center is open M o n d a y 
th rough Friday, 8 a.m. t o 5 
p.m. at 89 East Avenue . 

Loose Windows are 
Energy-Wasters 

Loosely f i t ted windows are a 
major cause of excessive drafts 
in your home. And drafts are 
very costly — they waste some 
of the energy expended to heat 
or cool your home and result in 
much higher than necessary fuel 
bills. 

When first installed,-windows 
are usually t ight-f i tt ing. But as 
years" go by, settling of the house 
occurs, creating cracks and 
seams around window casings. 

The result? Air freely moves 
through these openings and 
considerably lowers your 
comfort level indoors. Outdoor 
noise is easily audible' In ad
dit ion, dust and dirt f i l ter m to 
create cont inuous cleaning 
problems. Check to see if this is 
your problem. If so, it's time to 
do something about it. 

Many companies offer a 
variety of replacement windows. 
There are many styles and types 
of glass and window . con

s t ruc t ion to choose from to suit 
your home and your pocket-
book. Some special types of 
glass may even elimjnate the 
need for certain storm windows 
and would be a worthwhile 
investment. 

'1 
FILL O U T A N D R E T U R N J H I S C O U P O N T O : 1094 , I 
Dept . 34 Rochester Gas and Electr ic I 
89 East Avenue , Rochester, N Y . 14649 | 
546-2700 | 
l w o u l d ' l i k e more i n fo rma t i on on the f o l l o w i n g i tems: I 
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