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People in rural areas have a woncgerful way of
rem mbering the years:. Back home in lea New

perature dropped to 35 de'grees
low zero and “all ‘the apple
ee; froze $o -hard ~they
racked” and  there haven't
een any apple tree orchards in
uvmgston County since. *

{! Every year has its own unique
aracteristic, something
Fdistinctive to set it apart from
* every other year - such as 1916,
| B I'll never be able to forget that
| year. lt was the year | was born

Our bicenteninial year 1976, just completed,
rwill have its own deep personal memories for
{ many of us, but it will be remembered expecially
tas the year of our nation’s 200th birthday
celebration. Not for another one hundred years
can there be a year quite like it.

Parades, exhibits, concerts, religious
ceremanies, all these reached their high point on
Sunday, July 4, and called us back to the ideals
which brought our country into bging back in
1776 and reminded us of the heroic men and
women who were willing to sacrifice their lives,
their.-fortunes, their sacred honor for the sake of
liberty, justice and freedom for all.

v

These are memories we must never lose.

But a new year rushes in upon us. What will

V 1977 be.likk? What will be -its spec:ai charac-

teristic. ;

| read a story recently Wthh perhaps gwes us
a clue to this new vear : o

o I

Wes Seeliger tells about frogs - they feel slow,
low, ‘ugly, puffy, drooped and pooped
Sometimes people get frog feelings tob. You

i

If You Want P

Follozwmg are excerpts from Pope Paul Vi's

message to the world for the celebration;of the
Day of Peace, Jan. 1, 1977.

At the dawn of the new year 1977, we sfand at
your door and knock. Please open to us. We are
the usual pilgrim travelling the roads of the

4 _-world, without ever growing
weary, without ever losing he
‘way. We ‘are sent to bring ypu
-the usual proclamation: We are
'a prophet of Peace! Yes, “Peace,
'Peace " we cry as we go along,
-as a ‘messenger of -a fixed idea,
“an aricient idea, but an idea ever
‘new through the recurring
‘necessity that demands it, like a
discovery, like a duty, like a
blessing! The idea of peace
seems to have taken hold, as an
’-expression that equals and
perfects civilization. There is no

: civjlization without peace. But

in reality, peace is never complete, never secure:

“You have seen-how the-achievements of progress-
can be the cause of onflicts.

H ~

RE :

* *

After the last World War, on the clogckface of -
the hurna}n mind -there struck an hour of : .good .

is true,. mlthe different countries, but universal -
peace aldne was seen to be victorious, at long
Jast. And immediately there sprang up the works .
and lnshtutlons proder to peace, like fresh spring
leaves. Many of them still persist and flourish;
the conquesﬂn of the new world, and the
oes ‘well toibe proud of them and to
preserve their effucte 1y and developm nt

They

are the works and mstltutlons hat mark
up in the pf s$ ‘of humani

hsten' montent to a- vonce “'both

i
i
l
i

fortune. Upon thevast ruins — widely differing, it «

Let us’

~

[ERY

" that.is best in the

- stitutions, political novements an

want to be’bnght but you feel dull;

but you won’t say a word. You
something great 'nd all you do |
petty. You really| want to care
saying, ”What s th use?”’

At one time or another each on"e of us finds
himself on a lily pad floating down the great

river of life - frightened and disgusted, but tod

froggish to budge.

"cast a spe[l on him, Only the kiss ¢
‘maiden could save him. Sq there he sat, the

unkissed prince in frog form.|But then one day a
beautiful maiden grabbed him up,jgave him her
kiss and there at last he was'a hanglsome prince
as he should be. And the two, oflicourse; lived
happily ever after. | * “

But that’s just the end of the stofy. Wha{ does

it mean?
That Christians slr\ould kiss frogs, lof course!

We are called, not_just in 1977} but in every
vear and every day, to reach out in-love to the
ugly, the unwanted ke rejected,|the sad and
lonely people in ouf world. :

“Where there is hatred, let me sdw love,”
St. Francis, “may l{seek not so much to be un-
derstood as to understand.” ’

i
feel, maybe
Jow, drooped
deep inside

There are so many people who
evenilook and act, like frogs today,
and pooped. But there lies down
each one of us that
God who is love, Gpd for whom th=re is nothing

that is impossible. - o

Cardinal John Henry Newman, ; that great
scholar and saintly|gentleman of ajcentury ago,

ace,

said’

image of the beautiful God,

You want to , -

share but act self shly. You want to be thankful P
 want ‘to do
is something -
but ‘wind up

.

authoritative, paterfnal and prophetic, the voice -

of our revered pred‘ cessor, Pope John XX111:

’le brothers and dear sons and,
daughters, we must think of hum' n society as
being primarily a|spiritual reahty Through . it
enlightened men dan share their knowledge of
the truth, can claim their rights and flulfll their
duties, receive encoUragemeri| in their
aspirations for mpral good sS,i share their
enjoyment of all the wholesome pleastures of the
world, strive continually to pass on|to iothers all
selves, and maE e Ihel!‘ own

the spiritual riches c f others. i

“These are the v
influence |on culq

ure, economics, social in-

J;forms, laws,
wponents which go to make
munity of pebple and its

i
alues which eiFrt a guiding

and all the| other co
up the ex ernal co
continual evolution.]’

i

* * *

But this healing phase of peace flves way to
new challenges, whether as the aftermath of:
reawakening contests, only provmohally settled,
or as new historical |phenomena stemming from
social structures in|continual evolution. Peace
'once more begm51 to suffer, firstjin people’s
feelings, then in partial and localized disputes,
.and then in.frightehing programs of armament,
which ¢oldly  calrulate the pptential for
"ternfymg destruction— destruction |greater than

jour capacity to imagine it. Here and there most

- will prevail. . i

i

| the secutity of the strong.

praiseworthy attempts. to ward off such con-
flagrations appear; and we hope th}ase attempts

i
Peace is a duty. Peace is pbssibl'
message we keep< repeating, a

essage that
Jmakes its own the! {deal of cmhz%lon echoes

ns the hope
wnth justice

.the,asplratldns ofd oples, strength

of the lowly and wegk; and énnobtegi

Thsisthe'

! efend.Life

‘some de}ﬁni#e service. He has committed some

_that holds the future.”

‘that a task awaits us. There will be people we

" pointments

‘spiritual fullpess, its moral greatness, and, we

true, hundredfold peace of eternal life.?

|shop joseph L Hogan

once wrote; “God has created me to do him
work to me which he has .not committed to
another.:l have my mission. | may never know it
in this life, but | shall be told it in the-next. lam a
link in the lcWham a bond of connection’ between
persons. .He has nqt created me- for naught. |
shall do good... if | am in sickness, my sickness
may serve Him; if | am perplexed, my perplexity
may serve him; if | am in sorrow, my sorrow may
serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows
what He is adbout. He may take away friends; He _
may throw me among strangers. He may make ¢
me feel desplate, make my spirit sick, hide my
future from me. Still He knows what He is
about.” :
St. Therese once remarked, “We don’t know
what the future holds but we do kinow who it is

\ - )

We: ente' the new vear, -therefore, with

confidence pecause we know that God Who is

eternal is already there awaiting us, mvmng, us
and most as uredly will be with us.

We enter|the new year alsc. with awareness-'

would rather ignore, bypass, perhaps even
condemn. Bt as Christian people we must touch *
even the untouchables - as Jesus reached out to
touch the lepers, to comfort and to heal..

We ente the new year, finally, .with our-
memories - of blessings given us year after year, | '
of trials overcome, victories gained, disap-- ’
borne. And what has been, it shall be -
so again. The Bible tells us, “Jesus Christ, —+
vesterday, today, the same forever.” He will,
open our eves to our task. He will give us the: . . |
grace and strength to ac‘hueve it. .

So, Happy .New Year: May it bring you many
blessings. May you also be a blessing to many
people in 1977...and every year.

o

Peace and life. They are the supreme valués in
the civil_arder. They -are also values that are
lnterdependent

SN S .
Do we want peace? Then let us defend life! -

.How  many times in the drama of human
history the phrase “Peace and Life” has involved
a fierce stru‘ggle of the two terms, not a fraternal
embrace. Peace is sought and won through
conflict, hke a sad doom necessary for .self
defense.

The closejrelationship between Peace and Life
seems to s tr.;ng, from the nature of things, but
not always, inot vet from the logic of people’s
thought and;conduct.

ltﬁs not only war that kills peace. Every crime
against life s a blow to'peace, especially if it
strikes at the moral conduct of the people, as
often happens today, 'with horrible and often
legal ease, as in the case of the suppressson of
incipient life| by abortion.

The suppression of an incipient life, or one
that is already born, violates above all the
sacrosanct moral principle to which the concept
of human existence must always have reference:
Human life is sacred from the first moment of its !
conception land until the Iast instant of its
natural survival in tlme ‘

- )

+ What gives to I:fe - over and abpve the or- :
dered tranguility of, peace - its dignity, its

would also say, its rehgtoUs fmahty? Will peace,
true peace, perhaps be lost if in the area ofour
life citizenshlp is granted to love, in its hlghest .
expression, whichi is sacrifice? And if sacrifice !
really forms part of a plan of redemption and of '
meritorious title for an existence transcendmg
the tempordl form and measure, will it inot
regain — on a higher and eternal level- peace, its
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