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The Pastoral Offlce hasrrepont d

| -lthat Bishop Hogan would: like to). '

- pegple feel - about
éndations before
the Mav meetmgl—

{ know how

' !nput Studyr and d
‘Grass ‘Roots. According to Father
Douglas Hoffmanl coordmator _of

" the:.~ program;

‘with:.as - complete . & -picture . as

ible of diocesan feelings about ! - :

the - Call Teo Actron recom— '
a—,mendatronsm ey S 1
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n° lnput Desrgn bengr ‘

” wrth thrs -isstieof the Courier-
tearout ‘sheet
rprovrded fof * voting.” on selected
issues- and a;space for any; rcom-,
ments people, may have about. th

- Détrojt documen “The."Open |

_lnput Design provrdes access, for | ;
anyone; to Bishop Hogan, Thrs will |

" be-arandom sampling of oprmon\

and it is hoped, by the. Pastoral’
Office, that a complete picture will |

:;. bepresented Father’Hoffman said. ‘ B

xagge terl_ National ﬂgonference ‘of Blshops

reform;pn standm abuses were
<commonly: modrfleg I, general

the. actrons recommended, {0, us
: mdrcate “a ~realism’, . an _in-
dependence, “and -a critical” and

rbaps ‘mature ]ud%ment remarkable in a
- -the first ‘asseém

ly conducted along
democratlc lmes

‘ourse thrs frrst assembly
needs to be evaluated in the: light of
its, experimental |, nature, the
 teachingand practice of the church

. and-the resources that are Available
“10'.0s. Bet_our evaluation and
.»_hould make.- clear,. our.
% commrtment to shared
. responsrb ity
, Moreover our 4response ,.to the
hxcentenmal progfam-‘should . be’
strOngly,pastoral 'in. ¢character. In
- the,, ‘papers compased. by the
atory’ qcommrttees .

n‘,
nd votmg durmg the
. ass ;n Jwo, ago.
jframmgt ofur “response “we should
affirm- the freedom~and. diversity .
. within. - the,, church which., «was *
revealed at Detrort We should fy -
tures of rchur,ch life -
: e and ‘stfengthen local
. pm'h"cOmmumtres -and support
_Christian’ movements ‘which -enrich
oorgfmgmty eér:se ‘And we. shoulg
carefully: redesi programs an
an 0 better

pmmanities wth the
e

greatest‘possgble extent we shoul&
“out” own priotities as: the

arefully . th ~
ill provide him.with-
i _ report from
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The‘ Grass Roots Desngn con-

centrates on the issues. selected by
gl Jin olva{ the .

(DPC}’ These groups wrll ”amend :

"rank-and vote” on each cﬁ these
issues. .

- ”Among the measures. of success
W|ll ‘be the ability of parish councils
to give consideration of the
bishop’s selected resolutions. It
gives:thern a chance to involve all
outlets .of the parrsh council
syﬁtemr”. ' :

| he program also wrll test the
ability-of each region, to forrrr,ulate
a region-wide stance”on positions
taken by their parrs‘hes ”
! ol

“And hnally it wrll challenge the
DPC to. d‘eal effectively with issues
. that are cortroversial among the

‘ /regrons ” Father Hoffman said.

Father Hoffman expressed
- special interest m the Grass Roots
Desrgn . .

The results wiltbe reported in the
Couner—]ournal :
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1.0pen|n tDesr 'arandomsamlr ...opentoall
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‘ submrtted to Brshop Hogan; care of the Courier- |
]oumal . . . pliss the voté on selected issues, in’ the Couner tearout .

2 Study and Expertise Design: special competency groups and

it reports on -
frurtof “eh'studyandre

Format: Frve pagepaper submrtted to Father joseph Jankowrak 7
dl;ne March 1. _

|gn' talungthepulee of the
jonal assemblies and the hol:rocesan Pastoral

fortﬁa'tronal book‘let now.“being prepared

1. mcludmg the tearoutsheet for votmg, amendmg and rankmg.
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The results of the br(entenr‘rial
yrocess may at this ‘paint seemn
asty, untidy, careless, léven ex-
treme. But on close examination, it
seems to me that far morejoften the
“working - papers. and conferencé
'reso uﬂons emopstrate. 2 warmth
sw{r mpathy. for- theﬂprqblems of
chunc leadership: on :the- part - of
«our speople, their -enthusiastic af-
fimation of Christian faith and

“hope, their sincere willi gness -to

'share in building a stronger chiirch.
and itheir- firm. resolveto fulfill a
Chrrstran mmrstry to the’ rvorl‘

No one expects us to endorse alfl’
that transpired at Detroit. People.
do expect us to contihue the
“process by respOndrng with’
decrsrve action where it is called
for,-and’ with honest disagréement
where that ‘seems necessary. The
key to our actions in the fuftire isfo-
continge the' process, o build jon
the . hopes ~ that “have bden’
awakened,  to act upon our clear.
responsrblhty ‘tor the unity, fideli ity
and vision of the’ Catholrc € m-
-At’ the conslusion of- the Call to
Action.conference, | told the -
delegates that we would be  con-
sidering the resulfs of their
dehberatrons, along with the' other
rhaterials arising from the “Li
“and Justice- for LAl programt 1
trged: them "to return to their-

joceses . and . share - ‘with thelr
people the resu‘lts of thelr worle

For our part we een expect that

the delegates, -officially appointed

‘to representtheir dioceses -
organizations,* -will exercise. therr‘

! " accountability by drscussrng'theSe
.- -resolutions with ~their,
"Catholrcs and by reportmg back 10 .

fellow -

‘us..on the -response which they
receive. In this way they will be
helping the'ad hoc tommittee and -

“this assembly to act affirmatively -
) andreahsitl():’vlyogﬁgem J.

ey §90d.

i istrative - Committee at

proposals generated by thrs
;PTOBl'am
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In begmn ing this. proeess we took

_some risks that .we would hear

things we might not . want to. hear,

beasked to do things we cannot do.

While-on -some matters that. may
‘have happened ‘we can be grateful
that on 'so -many occasions -during
this- program we have been en-
couraged -and supported in. our.
efforts to renew the mifistry of the,

" church. As the time comes for us to,

consrder concrete. proposals for,

on,. let us keep faith with the.
thousands who have partrcrpated in
this program, let us- our hearts

" and minds to their- proposals and to

the- future. Let us respond- with:
. honesty, compassion and love

et me™sor clude with a brref
_outline of @he process that lies
rmmedratel ®:head. - The Ad Hoc
Committee forthe Bicentennial will
meet next moanth to prepare its final
detailed" report. 1t will reflect the
" .considerations whlch I ‘have

' menhoned to you.

At the meeting . of the NCCB
Administrative. Committee on-
Saturday it was determined to have
the president of the conference

- .appoint a.task force to review the

report of thé ad hoec committee in
consultation with existing: NCC-
B/USCC office staffs From this task
force will cotne” recommendations
t05 be reviewed by the - Ad-
its
meeting in February, What s
“approved then, will be distributed
“to the brshops for consideration

.and action at the May meetmg of

_olr conterence

. This plan ot actron should allow
us’in an orderly and responsible
~Way to respond to the earnest faith-
ﬁlled voices ‘of our people as they
have addressed us in thrs brcen-

x,enm,al year
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