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Atmosphere 
Religious -

is "McQuatH , a* fme .schbof 
academicajjy and" athletically, but 
also spiritually. The opportunity to 
grovy closer t o God is an essential 

jpar t pf the McQuaid-education 

Mass Ansiters 
\'Alajming9 . 

~* 

^ - ^ 
Editor: 

I am '\vfiting! this letter ,in 
response to an earlier leftervsent in 
by a-McQuaid student He stated, 
•"The religious^' 'atmosphere at 

^ McQuaid i"s almost non-existent" I 
have been at McQuaid fongerthan t 
this student"and Twould like t o * 
offer my opinion 

- The McQuaid schedule,, does 
include, 1) a mornings prayer, ^2) 

- periodic * confessions periods, 3) 
. Theology classes three out of every 

siic days, and 4) Masses at Christ-" 
mas, fester, and other Holy- Days of, 
Obligation, but this is by no mean? 
t h e ex ten t o f i t ' The re " is a very 

x definite religious atmosphere at 
/• McQuaid 1 

I will begin] wi th * 4 h e v t w o 
vol unfeerjigencies that McQuaid is 
involved m These two agencies are ' 
CHE [Christian ̂ [Enthusiasts) and 
Magis. f These two organizations 
engage m such activities as- visiting 
nursing homes,. I workings at t he -
Monroe Developmental Center,, 
and tutoring at grammar schools 
McQuaid is very proud of these 
groups for their wbrk in truly living 
the Christian message _ -«, 

Another refrgious aspect _of . 
McQuaid is that every' rnorrting 

- before school^'Mass is ̂ offered for 
those who wish it [And'every day a t 
recess Communiojn is distributed 
During the schoqj^year there are 
mission drives to collect money for 
the needy There also is our annual 
collection of food ;for the Christmas 
baskets tc give to the poor families 
of our-ci ty Many o f "the sports 
teams at McQuaid have team 
Masses s^tid for jthe players and 
coaches 

Martin Carney 
" 73 Numb Blvd. 

RochesterrKY. 14610 

Sister's Quote 
Contested 

i -

Editor: 

, lnrer"ls Mass necessary?" — the 
j-esponses of eight Cardinal Mooney 

f High School .seniors 
>̂ 

• * " 

Editor: r 

I am -writing in response to~the 
words of Sister Josepha Kennedy o f 
the Diocesan Sisters Council as 
quoted in the Courier-Journal [Nov ' 
17) "wjhat iQ'the name of heaven 
will Italy do when faced with the 
beginnings ofdemocraticprocesses 

~-\r\ a n o t h e r w i s e h i e ' r a r c h i c a l 

system?" t ^ „ 

_ ' In light* o f ' t he " fact that the 
representatives to the controversial 
Detroit meeting were selected by 
the Office of Hainan Development 
and riot, -selected ,at large (see 
Pnests^CounciI minutes), just how* 
was-the democratic process served 
in the first place? v ^ , 

In any case,x Sister Josepha'S 
article hcfs been senttcfthe- Vatican 
There may, ->of course, not be 
enough time for a meaningful 

"response to Sister's "words but we 
wanted her Cand all) to know that 

' w e fried , J 

We conmend t ^ - Q k W r e j L 
journal on trie excellent job or^ 
informing the laity o f the positions 
and words of-our religious 

There is 
on the 
McQuaid 
complete 

ineligible 

I would 

a heavylemphasis placed 
Theology -courses at 
A student who fails to 

the j religious 
requirements may be declared 

and if tje's a senior^ he 
may fail to graduate 

like to add that not only 

as rea 
orr 

John and Rosaleen Smith . 
- 20 Lookout View 
Fairport,N.y. 14450 

Editor's Note:.. According - to a 
diocesan spokesman, the delegates 
were chosen by "the Social Action -
Communications Committees of -
the Diocesan 'Pastoral Council, 
Priests C o u n c i l a n d S is te rsCounc i l , 
the Religious orders and the Office 
of Human Development, tn ad
d i t i on , t he Off ice ' o f B lack , 
•Ministries chose one delegate, the 
Spanish Apostolatej one, delegate, 
the Rurar tdiuman Development 
Office two delegates. ' > 

My heart goes 6ut to these young 
women ̂ and men It is^obviously 
clear, Jhat^somewhercalong the 

' l ine there has been a tremendous 
'breakdown The -'.common 
collective,theme of-their„respdnses 
is an amalgam .of-three cliches 

"<• —"doing one's own Jrhing,", 
(informally, should 'apply" Id the 
[Mass, 

^ —the "meaning of Mass" has 
changed, -" w *• - *• 
* ! - J . ' ~ 

-^making i t Jess formaf and 
jshorteF is going to .increase at
tendance x ~ <• 

v It was interesting (alarming') to 
note that there"was no mention qf 
the' Eochansfor the l i tufgyof the 
Word What; about the presence of 
Jesus Christ with us at Mass? 

,1 would make threa_points 

—Who ever ^a id i t would or 
should be easŷ  to be a goocP 
Christian orLa good Catholic? We 
should be concerned about doing 
"His thing" 

' --the meaning of the Mass hasn't l 

changed in 2,000 years Love and 
beauty-are in the hearts- and eyes of: 
the beholder The Mass is and Will̂  
always Be the re-enactment of the' 
greatest sacrifice one Human Being 
has ever ma"de for others I t is our 
source of spiritual' sustenance in 
our continuing struggle for sanctity 
and a life in Grace 

;THEV.SHOULPNT KEEP JHE ,WM.MEN SO N 

BUSY AT CHRISTAAASTLME THAT T^EV CANT 
GO T 6 CONFESSION LIKE EVERVQNE ELSE J" 

religious education reform If the 
random sample of Cardinal 
Mooney students' answers is truly 
representative, we've ,an extremely . 
senousn-iChallenge' ' And please 
remember; it's not the students' 
fau l t , , i Catholic clergy, religious 
and parents alike share'the ultimate 

'responsibility and accountability 
Parents must ̂  clearly understand," 
that they have primary- respon-

More Letters 
On 

Blessed sibility for the religious education ~~K~Z}i&-nizn\-'~\C' , „ . , -%„,«„ , 
of their children Their children ~ mal'C.oulpeople This is ajnatter 
learn their values in their holmes* It 
is: the responsibility of the clergy 
and religious to assist in the process 

> with humility7"lbye and above 
all by example 

Editorial ^ . l 

I - * 

I A Lesson \ 
For Christmas 

Sometimes- the complete lack of mention of 
certain, facts Hn the Bibfle transmits a message every b i t 

and important as those, painstakingly set down 
paiier 

For instance, nowhere in the New Testament is 
there aTny .mention of the phys ica l cha rac te r i s t i c of 
Jesus (thcist.JWas he 5-feet 10? Was his hair red? Or his« 
eyes blue? Was hie muscular or lanky3 

\ Curious folk that we are>we wou ld like to- know 
these things abouit our Savior This is ^understandable, 

- lournalistsf probably feel even more strongly, perhaps 
vwondering howthje Gospel chroniclers could jeave-out 
such b'asic information They must-have real ized.that 

'we wou ld twar>t t o knovy. al l we possible t a n attout our" 
God 

—is 45 miftutei * a week to 
prepare for-the rest o f our lives too 
much to ask of Catholics" of any 
age? 

•^ ^ 
A recent 'article in the Democrat 

and ^ Chronicle Cite'H growing 
national concern for the increase ip 

/the number " o f "unchurched'" 
Catholics I believe that there is 
serious cause for concern. Of one 
thing I am sure — it's time to get 
back to trje basicsjn all our homes 
and relfg|ous education programs 

*Maybe it's t ime to dust off the 
Baltimore Catechism arid bring all 
the .statues arid loving pictures of 
the Blessed Vi/gin Mary outsof the 
closets' Perhaps itfs^ time to restore 
Benediction and the Rosary to a 

t mord prominent place in our liturgy 
committee planning activities The 
message of Vatican II was not to 

^de-emphasize{ i t was to re-
emphasize Jt was to clarify, re-
pnoritize and re-new 1 

The time rs ripe for aggressive, 
positive leadership and action Do 
those individuals who have staffs 
responsibility for thus sphere ot 

^activity in the Diocesan Pastoral 
Center "have a game plan? Or will 

"thej, number of "unchurched" 
Catholics continue to clirrtb?-The 
Catholic Church in the JJnited 
Statesj-to include the Diocese- of, 
Rochester,., was unprepared t o 

•handle yatiean II and its afferrnath 
Willi history repeat itself? 
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There is,.of course, always some 
ppssibil ty of desecration of the 

^Sacrament by insane or 

i r 

» t 

William F.Schmitz 
174 Cedargrove Drive-
Rochester, N.Y.JI4617 

We must 
^Gospels, [divinely 

Finally, it's t ime to take a look at 
the results of the last 10 years bf 

JDoriy Impede 
Holy Communion 

i 

Editor. 
- t 

It'is & matter of indifference to 
me whetbgr* f receive Communion 
on^ the ,tongue of m the hand I 
thank God that v l can receive 
because) I am able to go, to church 
What about the multitude o f aged 
and jrjfjrrh shut-ins who long for 
spiritual consolation and axe 
presently deprived? <• 

that , c£n be left to Cod if 
reasonable safeguards have been 
taken Our Lprd i f hurt more when 
access to Hjjm is frustrated than by 
some mjisgdided soul who abuses a. 
Host 

Rriests are called to serve souls, 
not to impede devotion^ Policies 
that make God hard to~get need to 
be examined and revised 

George M.Korb 
Sit. Anthony on Hudson 

Rensselaer, New York 12144 

T&en Seminar 
Appreciated' 

Editor: 

As the Christmas season ap
proaches, expectation of the 
coming [Christ has been growing tn 
my thoughts through the recent 
Sunday ser'mons I've heard On 
Wednesday, Dec 8, the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, k, was 
sitting-mthe chapel at Notre Dame-
Retreat House m 'Canandaigua 
listening to Father Bob Hammond L 
and concelebrators continue with 
thoughts of Mary and the con
ception, of Jesus when I began to 
realize something The expectation 

^of the coming Christ was'so vivid in 
the eyes of all the young people 
re jo ic ing^this closing Mass of the 

V ^ T f D T l 2 0 _ l ^ I D K T A T l ^ s h a r i n g ! in / the Eucharist w a i j * " -fr™™ Program that I 
OTUj^ER'JOclMSlAtf^ considered so important and so ^ l ' * * 1 , 1 had only to look for 

< J desirable that those ̂ it Mass took a C""5 4 'P $}e people that f was 

i In ^he church-of the catacombs, 
sharing! ir; / t he Eucharist 

B i shop Joseph L. H o g a n 
Pres ident 

A n t h o n y J . Cos te i l o 

Genera l ManageV 

I 

conclude that -the writers of the' 
inspired in thetr w o r t , could iee no 

r e a s o n . ^ r recording this informatton Obviously i t 
reaf fydoesnt hiatter i f Jesu5 w|as white, pink, brown ort 
black If he was short, so he i t ' I f he was ta l l , amen. If! 
happens that i t is not Cod, Jesus, or the Gospefers wi.hoj; 
p u t any stock in stuch incidental information. Only we] 
tare apt i tomissthe^man for his trappings! " - - ' , 
\ - , . - •> 

So this^Dec. 25, as we turn fn ojur bibles t o thej 
wondrous story o f t ha t ve ry f irst Christmas, it would* 
serve us w e l l Ito reflect on the f a c t m a t of ten things, 
conspicuous Jby their absence can be as important_,as 
the lessons spelled o u t i n bold black and whi te 

/ 
C a r m e n j ; V i g l u c c i -

, Ed i to r 

R e v . Louis J. H o h m a n 

Epfiscopal Adv i so r 

Vol 9TNo 34 Decembe(r22;i976 
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Cooflef*;oonnr I 
"ft'??, J% i" 

portion I of «the Host home_'t6 be 
^consumed by those unable to""be 
presentj Over the centuries a false 
reverence for theXost developed 
the pustom of infrejquent Comr 
munion so that by the 19th century 
many piops persons partook of the 
Blessed Sacrament only once a 
year Now we realize that this was 
wrong, land large numbers receive,, 
the Blessed Sacrament each time 
they, attend "Mass The shut-ins. 

..however, have an underprivileged 
status because present-day ritual 
restricts distr ibut ion o f C o m - ' 
munionl i 
< 

"It should be possible for any 
parishioner to ask tfielprfest a t the 
end of [Mass for a Host to take 
home, to a Sick member of the 
family The pastor, knowing the 
case and - recognizing the 
legitimacy of the request, could put 
the Host in a cellophane envelope 
with instructions t o bum the en
velope after the Host had been 

Christ ih the (Seople 'that f .,._ 
surrounded by and He was therefor 
me 

Teen Seminar is giving Jesus back 
to our j ySung people and it's 
.contagious Thank You, everyone, 
for a precious ̂ Christmas gift 

I PhyHisHoagUnd 
* 318 Court St. 
7 PennYan,N.Y. 14527 

i \ 

hUlbi'Stt 
• J j W ^ * 

Ji>'%\ 
!U *JP 

Letters in|tended --for 
publication roust be addressed 
to Opinion, Courier-jounuf, 67 

nsefve* the r i ^ to e* t *U 
li^M^ha»» r 


