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AS I SEE IT 

Tertnesee WiJJiams' "Cat on a Hot 
Tin-Roof came td TV-last week 
resulting v,in Conflicting (and 
consequently amusing) reviews by 
two of America's -best known 
critics The New York Times' lohnj 
O'Connor found the adaptation 
starring laurence., Okvrer as Big 
Daddy "almost totally , without 
merit " TV Guid,es Judith Crist calls 
the play, whrch incidentally is the 
first in a series titled "A TnbuteHo 
American Theatre" a , 'brilliant 
•adaptation " 

of- mankind, about the human 
^condition, aboutihe forces of good 
and eyih * t c ̂  

^ ^ ^ * • 

Fourtfii Am I morexonscious of 
the style than \ ̂ atinfof the content? 

* Is tbe-tailjyvaggirig the dog? 

I Fifth Am I sorry to- see the play 
"end? Or am U relieved? Or (in

different? r " r 

' Sixth Will i t stand the'test, o f , 
repetition and of time?" Can I sit 
through this a second time and .a 
third and a fourth and still find i t 
fresh and diverting?iWill I be able 
-to look at this ff\ 10 year's, time and 
still find it thoughtful and exciting? 

Most critics probably use similar 
criteria or variations 'offthem and 
still can reach^uch polarized views 
o f the same work as exemplified by 
Crist and OConnor 

Obviously theYi there is no one 
right opinion and each of us is 

""entitled to ours, a good thing to 
remember the next tirne a con
spicuously literate or arty friend 
asks for yours 

A Christmas 
Celebration 

St Augustine's I School wif 
present a Christmas (Pageant, 'For 
Unto1 Us A Child Is Born", Sunday, 

• Dear 19, at 3 p m j n the Church, 
410,Chl!iAve t , , 

^Students in the first through 
fourth grades will be presenting 
Chrrstmas songs, customs and dress 
from various countries .Members of 
the Chorus and Dance Programs 
wil l Be performingethnic songs and 
dances Of the season A Nativity 

. scene depicting the Holy Family, 
Magi, shepherds and angels will bje 
performed by members of the fifth 
and eighth grades** 

Miss Mary Jo Mulligan fs musjcal 
director and Mrs Helen Rupert the 
choreographer 

Admission is free and open to all 

&ARVISH 

1840 Monroe Avenue 
site Brighton Commons 
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iMacliesier Owned & Qperated 

^ As a vjewer who agreed with 
neither extremist, I was reminded 
all over again how subjective any j 
critique must be by virtue of its 
origin and secondly that every 
viewer is a critic who should not let 
himself or herself be swayed by the 
professionalpbserver who gets paid 
for stating his or her opinion 

Obviously ^reviewers such as 
OConnor and Crist have an ad 
vantage over most of us in that they 
have seen a great deal more theater 
and thus on the basis ~of com 
panson are more likely to give an 
experienced judgment as to the 
relative merits- or a work On the 

-o ther hand when two such 
discerning professionals disagree so 
violently it must give any viewer 
looking for guidance pause, all of 
which leads to the question How 
does one go about judging whether 
a work of art (any work o f art] is 
good, badr great or indifferent? 

* ~ *"? / ' *-•*> 
~»After*o reading * the< wide ly 
disparate" 'analyses "of Cat'' I 
mentally pulled out my own list 
and looked at the factors which 
-help'decide whether»»ar not a work 
has. value for me 

* * • * 

First and foremost for thjs vtewerl 
is- the application of the question 
Does thejplay (or book or whatever) 
havethe( power to irake me forgets 
everything but what is happening 

" on stage? Am I oblivious to my 
surroundings, forgetful that the 
•actors are actors, so caught up in 
the action and dialogue that I am 
literally jspellbound? If the answers 
to all those are yes then i^s almost 
certain fthat I am beholding a 
masterpiece » ̂  

Second The use of comparison 
How does this stack up against 
other sirnilar efforts I have seen 

1 * 
Third Am I learning something? 

HaSthe author or artist changed me 
by exposing me to some heretofore 
urirevea eel truth about the nature 

g f Giw the gift t h a t w i U ^ 
go to their heads * 

instead of their closets. 

CHLDCRAFT 
Dorothy H FMf#ruuMr 

JfKoHhTr I f Chill, NY 
SM-0M1 or 504 2482 

| Hfcto! 
I Hortie Heating Inc J _ 
f S71-7414 ' ' 371-4650 • 2 

Easy to install Battery 
operated U L Approved-

'39.85 
HONEYWELL ELECTRIC UNIT 

$23 49 

FRANKLIN FIREPLACES 

Steel & Cast Iron "*"" $179 # * 
All Cast Iron " . 279 OIF 
Pot Belly Model 72 95* 
Box Type Model 95 95 
'include grate screen & boot 

Fult line of accessories stocked 

DECORATIVE LIGHT FIXTURES 

BIG 
o 

OFF 
LOW REG. PRICE 

ALU FIXTURES IN STOCK NO SPECIAL ORDERS 

15 
*v ELECTRICAL WIRE 

250 Fl Coll«W/Qr. '" 

14**13* ^ W 
WATER HEATERS 

Double Glass Lined 100% Safety Controls 

0 
30 Gallon Gas 
40 Gallon'Gas. 
50 Gallon Gas 
12 Gallon El*c 
20GaBonElec 
30 Gallon Elec 
5? Gallon £Iec 

$8915 
97 75 

123 90 
5950 
6910 

-*0» 
-106-75 TT 

4 ft Fluorescent 

SHOP LIGHT 
2 Light 40 Watt 

with hanging chains and cord 

; 1 0 » 

More power for easier 
. andfasterdi r t pick-up* 
.'Exhausts outside for 
total cleaning. 30 ft . 
hose. '',-.' 

c* 3- i n l e t :ihS;t.all:a>:iori-'kr:t 
* 70 ft. tubing. Alt fitting s 

and accessories. 
* 2 h-P* Mux* unit. 

ELECTRIC BRUSH 
MQ?5 

KITCHEN 

AND BATH 

FAUCETS 

1 0 % on 
Reg, Low Price 

Prices Good 
Thru Dec. 24 

1976 

MODERN MAID 

hygienic and energy 
saver cycles 
• random loading 
• 16 place sotting 
• 2 spray arms 
• S door colors 
provided at no extra 
po»jtr:v- •_ 'J . 

ZDW-B70 •%* 

CSir^pleteirVith 7 
h a n d p i e c e s ' 


