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Opinion 
An Invitation , 
To 8th Graders 
Editor: 

1 very much agree with Bishop 
Hogan's recent letter in this paper 
in which he invited parents and 
eighth grade pupils to consider* a 
Catholic high school 

The four years of a young, person 
in high school are among the Tnost 
formative years of life In a -world 
where so many people are;- con­
fused, every opportuni ty for 
guidance that has '.proved to be 
trusted and true should be carefully 
considered | 

Catholic high schools provide 
their yoDng students a daily lesson 
and a constant example-of Cod's 
teachings and lawsj a unique ad­
dition not otherwise generally 
available 

' Editorial 

P speak from my own experience 
as a student at.Aquinas Institute 
and now as a teacher there i have 
seen for .myself that we are people 

"^ who care for one another,~we pray 
for one another,-worship at Mass 

- together and learn to share thrjoys 
and sorrows of everyday life We try 
to be like Jesus Christ at Aquinas so 
we can learn to be like, him in the 
world where we wi l l work, live and 
have our families ! 

Aquinas students serve in many 
ways — tutoring elementary school 
pupils, visiting senior ^itizens in 
nursing homes, assisting in com­
munity activities, supporting 15 
Aquinas alumni w h o „ are 
missionaries abroad ~" > 

To you young people now in 
eighth grade, I say, "Come, visit us 
at Aquinas or at any other Catholic 
high school See how really great'a-
school like th'is is " 

•j 

To you who are the parents, I say, 
"Give-your youngster the chance to 
corisider a Catholic high school 
education"— it could be a chance 
and ,a choice arid a v life-long 
blessing" x 

That tiarge Canal 
"South~cjf t h e Barge Canal " 

. " •> ~ " 

By n o w w e have a l l p robab ly heard t h a t phrase 
used b y t h o s e * w h d ' f e e l t h a t because d iocesan 
headquarters,! so t o speak, is i n Rochester, d is t r ic ts 
remote f r o m [the m e t r o p o l i t a n area get shor t shr i f t in 

t p rograms, cons ide ra t i on , etc 

Obv ious l y there m u s t have been t r u th in t h i s 
sen t iment , else t h e cana l c l i che^wou ld n o t have arfsen 
But w e fee l t ha t the Pastdral Center has been w o r k i n g t o 
erase any reasons f o r anyone's fee l ing estranged by 
reason o f geography M o r e and more po l i cy meet ings 
are^being c o n d u c t e d in d iverse po in t s in t he d iocese, 
t he Diocesan PastorahCouncr l among- the leaders in t h i s 
e f f o k D i o c e s a n o f f i c e s ( p a r t i c u l a r l y H u ' m a n 
Deve lopmen t ) a re b e m g s p r i n k l e d , i n w ide l y separated 
poinjts t h r o u g h o u t ou r d iocese — rural and urban 
Regional ism is a m a j o r step in spreading o u t d iocesan 
dec i s i on -mak ing . 

A l t h o u g h some w i l l s t i l l see reason for c r i t i c i sm, i t 
m u s t be no ted t ha t t h e pastoral center* is indeed mak ing 
t he e f fo r t - O n t he o ther sjde o f t he c o i n , t he need fo r a 
cent ra l seat o f adm in i s t ra t i on is ev iden t , as i t is in any 
o rgan i za t i on Diocesan o f f ices m u s t be- c lus tered for, 
e f fec t i ve c o o r d i n a t i o n and d u p l i c a t i o n o f such o f f ices 
for geograph ic cons idera t ions runs t h e danger- o f in ­
creased bureaucracy ""* 

I 

„ [The fac t ( t ha t th is d iocese 'covers 12 count ies 
creates p rob lems fo r a l l , i n c l ud i ng th is newspaper .The 
Gourjer-Journal has l ong rea l ized t h a t no o n e area o f the 
d iocese "has co rnered the marke t o n e f fec t i ve -Church 
w o r k W e have long* tr ied-^to ser(ve a l l parts o f t he 
d iocese equa l l y , w h i l e a t t he same t i m e rea l i z ing t h a t a 
l ioA's share" o f o u r ' w d r k mus t be conce rned w i t h the 
pastora l center — whe re theac t i o rv is, so t o speak 

Recen t l y w e establ ished a f u l l - t i m e ed i to rsh ip in 
the Southern Tier w i t h a~live-m ed i to r , if y o u w i l f ,The 
o f f i ce is backed by t h e f u l l ed i to r ia l and pho tog raph i c 
resources o f ^ou r m a i n o f f i ce W e hope i t w i l l n o t o n l y 
imp rove o u / e f for ts t o re f lec t d iocesan l i fe b u t w i l l also 
add impe tus t o t h e . t rend t o reachou t programs i n the 
d iocese . , \ ' * * ""•£ 

4 The reac t ion t o ou r w ide r coverage has beerv 
posf t ive . W e are^pleased bu t w e a lso k n o w t h a t i t is o n l y 

> an ear ly s tep W e h a v e as a n open-ended goal t h e ever-
improv rng service t o p u r readership W e w i l l never be 
per fec t in th is / regard b u t in t h e t r y i ng w e h o p e t o d o as 
e f fec t i ve a j o b as possible [ , 

*" W e have changed o u r o rgan i za t i on , w e have added 
t h e expense t h a t goes w i t h t h e n e w Southern Tier 
ed i to rsh ip , w e are d e v o b n g ext ra space W e are t r y i n g t o 
i m p r o v e service n o t on l y in expanse b u t also in d e p t h . 
W e can t r y , b u t y o u , t h e readers, are t he f i na l a rb i te r o n " 
ou r e f for ts Please let us k n o w w h a t y o i r t h i n k ' 

_i * 
n t h e - m e a n t i m e r w e hope t ha t o l d ches tnu t a b o u t 

£Sou|h o f t h e Barge Cana l " w i l l d i e t h e q u i c k death al l 
overused phrases deserve 

^ F i n a l l y , I would l ike to 
congratulate the Courier-Journal for 
their informative centerfold on the 

- work„ o f our fine-Catholic High 
Schools It was most interesting and 
inspiring 

William F. McCarthy 
Director of Public Relations 

At Aquinas Institute 

Married Priest 
Comments 
Editor: 

— "1 have seldom chuckled so much 
as •> when I read the letter of 
Thomas Wiesner iri the Nov 3 
Courier-Journal concerning a 
married priesthood Unfortunately, 
it was a saddened mirth which I felt 
because of the utter poverty of the 
"writer's thought, experience, and 
knowledge 

Strictly -speaking, the Roman 
Church has always had a married 
pnesthoqd which is alive and well 
throughout the world The validity 
of the married priesthood has never 
been in doubt by the Church of 
Rome 

Speaking as a married non-
Roman Catholic priest I feel in­
sulted by such nonsensical 
statements as "married priestly life 
means mediocre priestly 
spirituality" I would recommend 
that "the writer do some serious 
study into the lives of married 
priests of the 20th century like 
Father John of Kronstadt, Father 
Alexander Elchanmov, and many 
others 

Even though I average 60 hourk 
plus per week doing my "priestly 
thfng" m my own parish I still 
manage to have a beautiful and 
deep relationship with my wife and 
three sons 

The only saving feature about 
Mr Wiesner's letter may be that he 
is'speaking more about personal 
observation than theological 
reality * 

Father Thaddeus Wojcik 
St. Innocent Orthodox Church 

5657 Lindley Avenue 
Tarzana, California 9157 

Too Many-
Counselors 

\ Editor: * % 

Significant 

> God created the world — the 
birds, the-beasts and reptiles, then 

• He made man and through man the 
i woman — yet chose the woman to 
' assist in His creation with the 

power to help bring life into this 
world, to nourish and guide it 

Christ,through His example upon 
earth with the Apostles, chose man 
to assist in His especial 'Sacrifice 
For the Corner Stone of His Church 
He chose Peter — John 20-21" 
After Jesus had rebuked the 

i Apostles and convinced them that 

(roQffiRrJQURWL) 

B i s h o p J o s e p h L. H q g a n 

P r e s i d e n t 

A n t h o n y J. C o s t e l l o 

- G e n e r a l M a n a g e r 

C a r m e n J. V i g l u c c i 

_ \ E d i t o r 

E p i s c o p a l A d v i s o r 

'RIGHT AFTER I HAMPEP THE NOTE TO THE 
BANK TELLER I REALIZEP THAT WA5NT WHAT 
THE MAGAZINE A P MEANT WHEN IT S U P , ' 

' M A K E MONEY WRITING SHORT PARAGRAPHS/" 

He had returned from the grave — 
He therefore said tot, them again, 
"Peace be to you' As the Father has 
sent me, I also send you " When He 
said this He breathed upon them 
'and said to them, ''Receive the Holy 
Spirit, whose sins youi shall forgive, 
they are forgiven them, and whose 
sins you shall retain, they are 
retained " 

The Pope's Office guided by the 
Holy Spirit and with 2000 years of 
experience in the repetitive history 
of the Church, its" trials and 
tribulations, has both the jnsight 
and hindsight to judge most 
competently on all such issues as 
nuns wanting .to be priests, priests' 
marrying. Planned Parenthood, etc 
— If I can't believe the Pope who 
through His Church Authority is 
guided-by the Holy Spirit thap why 
should I take counsel instead of 
giving counsel. By what authority' 
Afterjall there are to© many popes 
around anyway 

Today-with the free-thinkers, the 
l i b e r a l - m i n d e d , p r o f e s s e d 
democracy, status-quo aria" 
practices of our fathers With 
women wanting to be priests, with • 
priests wanting to marry and the 
possibility of ja priest marrying a 
priest ora bishop marrying a bishop 
— my prayers Are With The Holy 
Father Cod Help Him' 

i 

.With best vj'ishes <• 

William T. Constable 
12 Cynthia Drive 

s Geneva, N.Y.14456 

Sees Religion 
Sparse at School 

Editor: 

Many parents send their children 
to Catholic high schools because of 
the religious background Now not 
knowing of other Catholic high 
schools, f would like to comment 
on McQuaid Jesuit High School, the 
one I presently attend ^ ' 
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The "religious atmosphere" is 
almostnon-exlsfent At McQuaid it 
consists o f 1 a 90-secofid "prayer" 
during homeroom period, 2 oc­
casional confession periods, in lieu 
of a class period, 3 periodic Masses 
during Christmas, Easter, or other 

1 notable days,v where We are told 
j. (like little children) that Jesus loves 
^us and that the rising incense is 

( symbolic of our prayer to HaVen, 4 
'i and a theology course three times a 

week, Other than that, Christianity, 
-"•-and consequently Jesus, ^excluded 

'from the classroom 

On the other hand, though our 
atmosphere is not as religious'as 
some would v'haveurt, the at­
mosphere most certainly is con­
ducive to learning Most students 
attending 'don't waste their time, 
(With the cost of tuit ion, who 
would waste their time,) The lowest 
passing grade is 70, whereas in 
public schools it is 65, therefore the 

More Letters 
on P&ge 6 

education standard is higher And if 
one is planning to attend college it 
would be better to study at 
McQuaid since three years of 
mathematics, two years of science 
and two years of a foreign language 
are required for graduation Of 
course you'might consider whether 
you will need these for your par­
t icular major Furthermore, 
although there are very few priests 
or nuns teaching, the staff is quite 
competent and well-qualified 

-̂  
I believe an investment m an 

education at McQuaid is well worth 
the money and effort, it will pay off 
in years to come 

Ivan Ramos 
241 Lux St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

Wage Battle 
With Prayer 
Editor: 

I -believe that the ultimate 
weapon we Christians have against 
the tidal wave of impurity that 

, threatens to destroy our country is 
prayer (particularly the rosary) and 
sacrifice 

Fach ~ time we hear or see 
something that grieves us, we 
should immediately make an act of 
love, "Jesus, Mary, 1 love you Save 
souls/' and offer up our grief and 
shame in reparation to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
and Sorrowful Heart o£ Maryj In 
that quiet, hidden way we can 'win 
the battle 

Those of us who can, must, in 
conscience, write our congressmen, 
the newspapers, fhe TV stations and 
jthe radio stations 

I ts a battle to the finish, make no 
mistake, and the enemy is firmly 
entrenched, even within the Church 
itself 

But we can win' Our Lady has 
promised us final victory. 'Tn the 
end,-my immaculate Heart will 
triumph," she said She is only 
waiting for us tov unite pur hearts 
with her~heart * 

», Mrs. Arlene O'Connor 
214 Haddon Road 

i - Rochester, N X 

Letters * intended for 
publication must be addressed 
to Opinion, Courier-Journal, 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 
,14604. 

They should be no longer' 

double-spaced, with names 
and addresses. -The paper 
reserves the right t o edit all 
tetters. 


