: are steppmg to
rhlythm of. dlfferent

. | This “may’ say
'about the
this, mﬁy say. .

. : some,
mearis a marchmg s| oulder

faith“ St"“ has- slipped. badly.. The presence of faith; gives

more marchers B

remain. unseen‘~ ”'(11- 1) Every earch like every,
pilgrimage, is a confession of one’s lnmrtatlons
unsuspected learmngs in changmg cir-

‘J cumstances, a sigh of thanksgrvmgs for unseen

resources. For these reasons faith is both search
- and pilgrimage; readiness for the surprises of the

' gSpmt_ a psalm of prarse along the way:

£
i

" to -'houlderl in tune. to the -

farth is “a rrght
ce! on all:qiestions, doubts|difficulties — a .
oking awa from_the crucidl issues. that lie
he: il., others, far%h _represents. a

Jesignated lrne of march; h i

For othej

: Veryh plex: “pre
n cessarrly in thls order —
fear, risk;. pain, drscovery, enthusiasm, chorce

- €ommitment. .And- all of these dynamrcs :in-, N
oL 'tersect at a deeper level

t_e search for an
: authentrc. Hife:- R AT

: r'_el’f‘j’~ 0
the Lord of thé

llomng rs the text of tﬁe H‘,
ing_the course of the Ge
- on Wednesday, Nov. 10

ical. year wrll conclude rn two
the. feast of Christ the King.
draws to- an end we are again
attracted” by the desire -of -
summing it .up, as is in-the-
< gepius -of-the -way of
. thinking. of our’ time. We
wish to gather round an idea -
.the many things that have’
" been the. subject of our
}‘-annual religious reflection.
. This year, after the Holy Year
-and still caught in_the beam
of light of the Council, what -
‘religious aspect seems. to us
"to sum up our, faith? -

out -.any doiibt

rant center whléh
s our prayer;

thiul to

mclude doubt cr;srs, L

The second factor is authentlcrty. A few
years ago this term enjoyed high currency
- among.the young; in the more recent period it

life an authentrc ring; its absence- makes for
counterfeltr Remove faith- from the héman

L »1 experience,and it becomes a.basic.hypocrisy — .

-adenial of what is real, genuine, true. Nothing is

- more eminently human than to believe, to want

. to be believed. Trustin. others, confrdence in
é, 5. .irel-lan,c-e -,on;-,others is.- -authentically
more.. characteristically

ﬁdence and rellance on

is God

L .-, 4

"Untrl the ZOth Century, the dependence of

_people on nature served as a foundation and a -

| ‘structure for aur dependence on God. God, the

f Mhdat,, % :

i

2

o

ather of Jesus Chrlst was. represented as sweet

. “and humble of heart in imitation.of the.God of -
ik nature, a God who threatens and terrlﬁes, but

/ He. :has mastered it and we dare to say, made”}..», '

<l ~ 2

t to hrm Lo

”This total change in our concept of nature
‘ rmgs wrth itan ldentrcal change in our concept "
’ o of God; we no longer borrow our represen-’
tatrons_ of God from nature (power strength

L w Y;
its essentral meanmg or

| ) ing
experlencmg*the interjor vibration that the use

of such a name should always brmg forth

However frurtful mdrspensable and
inexhaustjble the, rmpulse that Christianity |
confers 0]1 human ad\Aancement lS and must be
it cannot. be deliberately used in the service ‘of
conceptio‘n of life — today,-for-example, peopJe‘

eak of “Christianity for Socialism’™ — which -
‘Contradicts ‘Christianity ‘ideol ogically and
practically: One could'spend much time on this
pomt but let this mention be sufﬁcrent now.

It is urgent "and suffrcrent for us now to
defme what is substantially that doctrine; which
defmes itself Christian, and which has been the

bject of the relrgious and- liturgical reflection

of the vear that is about to end. Adopting a way °

~ often used today to express the summary trends
. of spmtuallty we, .10, can classify Christian

“doctrine as being marked by a double direction, -

~ vertical and orizontal, that is,-as addressed to
_the_great mystery of God and to the mystery,
" .which, though mﬁmtely smaller, is also an
lnexhaustrble mystery, that of man.

* The teachmg of Chirist, his Gospel,opens two '
' wmdows for us, one Iookmg onto heaven, the

other onte the earth. Those present: at the-
school of the. divine Master will enjoy a:

knowledge a wisdom, -an incomparable and -
 beatifying revelation about God, infinite and

ineffable, transcendent  and’ rmmanent They

‘will be authorized to call ‘him with the name of

“the’ most augus“t ‘and, ‘most - intimate’ family
relatronshr

“Pray then like this, Christ:teaches
us. Our Fat er who are m heaven . :\; o Thrs isa

-

" pray fér. something that already is

'

suffermg f~compassron (rxendshlp, tenderness
(The Faith of a Modern Man, pp 13-14)

Farth is a restless ;search for authentic
relations: with the God we serve and. the
community of faith we know. Faith and truth are

inseparable. Indeed, faith and truth are often

more valuable than life itself.— this is why the.
form of witness we call martyrdom is so
uniquely significant. - -
* * ' Lo .
i . i
The final element in our equation. is life. In
the past, our Catholic tradition often saw
theological faith as an ‘intellectual action, .an
assent of the mind to a divine truth. In fact, farth
is~more than action — it belongs to the very
experience of human’ life. To believe is to be
self-transcendent — and this means to live in a
frame of reference larger than self. Only when
one gets beyond self does life begin to take on
self—authentlcatmg dimensions. Put simply, life
is true and free when it breaks out of self-

' rmprrsonment -,

Lrttle wonder faith is the taproot of love
Both look. for truth. Both embady -trust. Both
call for human’ commrtment to another that is
Ilfe-sharmg ‘

lt is mdeed short~srghted to think of farth as
-a now-and then action. Or to see faith in terms
of ariything “less "than an experience co-
existensive with life itself. Bélief does not
improve lifé — it makes it radically possible. We
need no apologies for faith, any more than we

'need apologies for whatever is essentral to

human exrstence , 1 A
,'~,- S P . "k ) co “."*.. s,..‘;f.

s Raer ® ‘

, Let Advent 1976 not lead us into delusront, As
members .of the.People of God we. really canpot
. the
. temporal birth of the Savior. But we can pray —

‘.

mdeed should pray — for what is not: the.

Sa or mjull and fmal glory

Thus Advent 1976 summons us to mcarn,ate.

) farth in the search for .an authentlc farth We

ourselves will fmd way, truth and life in the
measure that we search out the Way, the Truth

' _and the Life which has no equal. Let the prayer
and work of faith.this Advent be a search for the
, a'thentlc lnfe- “Maranatha (Lord come).” ( Co

~ .;;enter

) marvellous theology, of whlch mankrnd will

never be able to grow weary, and from. which,

_once_discovered,. once experienced mterrorly,

will never be’ able to detach itself. Let human-

" philosophy try to stammer some sublime words

about the “unkhown God” without letting itself
. be weakened by doubt and fear, and let it tell us
if a more perfect and more reassuring vision has
ever been offered to lips, to the human heart!

We do not wish to refuse to acknowledge the
heights of human poetry, the speculations of the
nystics of every rellgron and of every
philosophy, the anxieties of so many spirits
derived from the most delicate experiences of
love and grief, But we cannot but thank jesus,
the divine Master, for havmg taught us his own
insuperable prayer which is now ours also. This
prayer flows from spirits that have become
intrepid to accept the great and first com-
mandment of love, which sums up the whole
Taw. and all the prophecres on human activity
and bursts from childish lips educated to'divine
conversation. This is the vertical teachrhg

And the horrzontal teaching,

the theol
about man? We read ogy

it together with that of

B God, in the first place: “He who has seen me has

" - Philip, who had dared to ask:
- Father, and we shall be satisfied.” Jesus radiates

- degradation. To put it in a

seen the Father”, Jesus admonishes the disciple

“Lord, show. us the

a double vision, the divine one, infinite per-
fection; and the human . orlie, in its ‘multiple

other way, in all
human suffering there appears, for those ‘who

" are able to. discover it, the mystery .of man,

sufferin

and degraded ‘but no longer to be
despise

, but rather to be sought and {oved, with

- a’love which contains. an added value wrth

. relrgrous love
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