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two‘ areas - tbe,

‘was. accomphshed in Detroﬂ: as a vexy creaiwe
powerful somewhat awkward, and a bit raw and
uneven voice of the Cathohc ‘people of this
country We need to listen, reflect, critique, and
" be called to conversion by this_voice. We need
thinkers and" theélogians  t0' point out  in-
consistencies in the «papers. We need .pastofs
...and-parish staffs to add even more warmth and
~ practical love towthe positions -adopted. . We
need -bishops to pray and listen, study and
consult their people and then speak with
courage in May. it will not, however, be a.
question of whether or not the blshops accept or

- rejéct the positions that have been called for.

The focus will be on the local church — .all of .
you with me. Can we begin to adopt the stances
that were-advocated ‘at Detroit when we agree
-they -are ‘wise. and pastoral}y sound?’ ‘Aré we -
‘ready to faceé new ‘wine when we feel like old
- wineskins -at times? Renewal, as 1 have said
- before, is ]USt beginning. It is not a romp but a
pamful pruning of our hearts and our ministry as .
church in .order that Christ and His purposes
may have room to grow. | shall write next week
about the document on the Church and then
return to the sublect of our response  as a
dlocese e : B
Lét me'close wnth an mcndent that happened
“at the very end of the conference. One of the
Rochester delegation was returning to the hail
after lining up suitcases. He walked back in with.
"3 woman*who was wearing a“pin with a cross

" stating, “Give me a piéce of the rock of Peter.”

‘When asked -how she liked the conference, she

replied, “Of coutse | do not- agree with any of
it.” “You 'mean there is nothing ‘you.can agree’
with in all these ‘documents?”’ “Well” she

rephed “1 will say this, these are loving people

but they know nothlng about. doctrine.” She

went a little far in her statement on doctrine, but

she was right on this: The love of Chrlst was
“‘evident and deeply felt at the conferencein

Detrout and everyone, on all sides, saw it and

‘was co flrjmed in- falth and hope. .

eaven

motwa’uon; ‘But- thew suffermgs are not the
supremé and SpeCIfIC title of their greatness and
of their aut;.hor[ty in our regard. Saint Augustine
recalls thisto us when he says that it is not the
pain but th}f" cause that makes the martyrs.true.

And what was the cause of john Qgilvie’s
martyrdom? It is easy to discover: it is faith, as
we were saying. But faith is a whole world: what
point of faith, what truth of faith ‘constituted the
“centre of the combat of his- martyrdom? 1t was
- the voice euthonzed by Christ to proclaim it:
- “You will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8) — wit-
nesses, henalds, martyrs. Jesus said: “Go and
make dlSCIﬁ)leS" (Mt 28:19); “He who hears you
hears me’ I (Lk 10: 16). The Church is the
teacher; fdith is taught by an authority that
precedes the book itself that decuments. it. We _
- would spea!c today of an authent'c ecclesiology,
which fron? -the ‘time of the’reformation has .
become t l‘f -epicentre of jhe ‘controversies
* which disturb the rehgious umty estabhshed by
Chrlst_ B

Once we have d:scovered thiS central and
pamful point of the withess of John Og:lvae we
shall go no further inour discourse; it is enough
for us to note that the holiness of our hero is
characterized by his witness of devotion )to the
magisterium of the Church and to faith in the
- Mass — that act of worship which celebrates the
Word of God and makes It truly present ~
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