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Secular Readings at Mass? 
By-Father .Robert F. McNamara 

Lately I have heard pastors raise 
the question, " I f people ask, that I 
certain secular readingStbe read ini 
place of scripture readings at a 
particular Mass what answer are we t 
to give them?" I gather that 
requests of this nature usually [ 
come from couples -who are, 
planning their nuptial Masses, and 
that they are made rather, 
frequently Although pastors have 
to maintain certain ground rules for ' 
matrimonial services, they are' 
understandably willing t o bend the ' 

and grooms to 'have this in­
formation Jt is ^ absolutely for­
bidden by the Church to replace 
the scriptural readings at nuptial or 
any other Masses with writings of 
non-scriptural orgin, no matter how 
poetic, profound, or devotional 
such writings may be 

Who said so? The Congregation 
for Divine Worship, the Pope's 
specials department in charge of 
matters liturgical Where and in 
what terms did the Congregation 
speak? In its ''Third Instruction on 

rules a bit here and there to favor a the Correct Implementation of the 
irogram already projected in detail " Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy" 
y t ne devoted couple for their day (Liturgiae instaurationes^ 5 5ep-

of days — so long as canon law is tember, 1970) 
satisfied and nobody throws 
confetti in the vestibule 

i 

f think it-will be helpful both t o , 
pastors and to prospective brides I 

Here is the text "Full importance 
must be given to the Liturgy o f the 
Word in the Mass Other readings, 
whether from sacred or profane 
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Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mk. 10 46-
52 (RTjJer 3L:7-9 (R2)Hebr 5 IS 

A word found in the dictionary is 
"jeremfad " It means deepest woe, 
a tale of inconsolable sorrow The 
word derives from the prophet •> 
Jeremiah He was indeed a prophet,! 
of Bloom and doom,-probabfy the 
author of the, Book^of JLameji-.r ^ 
tattons Yet fh're- doom-pVe&iotirtg ^ 
prophet was the^first one to offer > 
consolation to" Israel (jer 30-31}—• 

The destruction of Israel and the ' 
deportations whjch fo l lowed, 
occurred a hundred years before 
Jeremiah began his prophetic work 
(721 BQ Probably in 622 BC, when 
Josiah, King of Judah, began his 
religious reformsjeremiah-spoke of 
a restoration of Israel, the Northern 

father 

of Jerusalem Jencho_ 
bedroom town for 
20,000 priests and Leyites who took 
turns serving in the Temple On His 
way out of Jericho, Jesus was 
surrounded by a^sizable crowd 
They made sufficient noise to cai/se 
a blind man sitting by the roadside 
to ask, "What's up?" Hearing i t was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to call 
out, "Jesus, Son of David, have pity 

j on xnei" (our old Kvrie, eleison) 
* Many tried to silence him, t i l l Jesus 
[ Himself asked to see the man -He 

needed.no .second invitation he, 
"threw^ aside his cloak, jumped up, 

j and lgroped toward the voice that 
j "had Called him A dramatic ex-
1 change ensued Made to express his 
i desire, the, blind man, like 
t Magdalene, addressed--'Jesus as 
1 *'Rabboni (good Master), I want to 
r>see'" I t was done, and he followed 
i Jesus ? What a wonderful allegory t o 

illustrate thej steps, of conversion 
conversion trom sin or to the faith 

' ^ t V - „< ' / - 1- $*< s ,-
Conversion* always begin with 

God He makes Himself felt in some 
mysterious "way It was Jesus' 
passing by, Hfs presence, that 
excited the blind man The one to 
be converted, like the blind man, 

i doesn't see"jesus, but he feels His 
t presence and responds by asking 
Vfor pity^ -

When someone startsjurmngto 
God, some people^ don't like i t -
They scold, nag, can even get 
hostije, like those-rwho tried to 

~ if" s*> 
confronted/ Jt takes courage tp 
persist -Persistence' is" important' 
Bartimaeus had it ~ 

authors, past or present, jnay never 
be substituted for the Word of 
God " (2a) 

The ruling of 1970 was not 
dictated by whim Wis based on the 
fundamental role of the "Liturgy of 
the "Word" in the Mass In the 
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 
Vatican II described the 
significance o f the use of bible 
readings at Mass in these terms "In 
the liturgy God speaks to his people 
and Christ is still proclaiming his 
gospel" (33) 

"Sacred Scripture," the Fathers 
explain, "is of paramount im­
portance in the celebration of the 
liturgy For it is from scripture that 
lessons are-read and explained in 
the homily, and psalms are sung, 
the prayers, collects and liturgical 
songs are scriptural i n " their in­
spiration, and it? is {from scripture 
that actions and ^igns^derive their 
meanings Thus if the restoration, 
progress and adaptation of the 
sacred liturgy is to be achieved, it is 
necessary to prompte that warm 
and living love tor scripture to 
which the venerable tradition of 
both Eastern and | Western rites 

. gives testimony" (24) 

** That is why the Council ordered 
that Tn the revision of the Mass 
there should be a far wider use of 

J scripture than ever before "The 
treasures of the bible are to be 

v opened up more lavishly, so that 
- richertare may be provided for the 
* faithful at the table of the Lord's 

Wore!" (51) 
Khali! Qbran an l other secular 

writers may well have written 
thoughtfully on marriage, so, in 
fact, could the engaged couple 
themselves Unquestionably, 
popts, theologians and saints have 
left on record profound and moving-
reflections on matrimony and the 
whole range of divine and human 

.rrelatiops, , ^ « . , , ' ' ", " 

But in the fore-part of the Mass, „ 
' the7'table of the Lord's Word" is". 

God's own pulpit, from ,which he 
announces the message .ever old 
yet ever new the Law, the 
Prophets, and the Good News of 
our salvation From that pulpit 
nothing should be proclaimed of 

t which tr ie reader cannot affirm, 
.-"This is the Word of the Lord " 

St. Charles Borromeo 
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Kingdom (R1) "\ am a^ father to 
Israel, Ephraim is my firstborn" — 
dear to God as the prodigal json was f_, „ „ „_ 
tohisfather Therefore, "I will bripg 1 squelch -Bart imaeus- When 
them back wil l console them ' ' - - • 

. / ' (R1) Because ft was done, the 
refrain is, "The Lord has done great 
thjngs for us, we are filled with 
J?y" 

The Letter to the Hebrews 
reminds us that Jesus, our High 
Priest, deals with us as His Father 
did with Israel* "He is able to deal 
patiently with erring sinners" (R2) 

This theme of restoration runs 
through the gospel Jesus' trium­
phant entry in to Jerusalem 
followed the cure o i t be blind man, 
and that entry began our Lord's 
passion the restoration of all 
mankind (the spiritually blind and 
afflicted) from the slavery of sin 

The beautiful Sunday gospel can. 
be allegorized to i l lustrate 
restorations from sin or t o the' 
faith. 

The main road from the east to 
Jerusalem ran right through Jericho, 

i f When someone persists, there are 
,. others who step in to assist These ' 

ought to be the follower* of Christ 
FVbm experience, they can assureJ 

i-one, "You've nothing to tear fromf< 
I Himi Cet up' "He is calling youl'^. 
•> Calling to baptism or to confession, 
' to throw off the bid life, like a 
1 cloak, and to go to the Light to 

recover one's sight, and follow 
Jesus 

a-
All this,.of course, must be freely^ 

done Hence the exchange, "What" 
do you want?" 

" a 
"I want to see", that is, "I Want 

forgiveness," or " I want fa i th / ' Jn a 
word, " I want to change1" "I want 
to be restored'^ '-

Vision always fol lows such 
burning desire What remains is the 

which is about 15 miles northeast} following o f Christ 

f •>-*.: 
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