mamtenance, d
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Us ice and Peace Commlsswn of the
; nsh ccunCII membef from
ents of
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) ents lt

. 7 to be relevan (and a

e) th, ’ wLc Church Jumpedf on the
bandwagon ot e ,
understand the bas:c change“that took

justlce in South Amenca Afnca, A'ia ‘and

“evérywhere the Catholic Church -is vital. The:

foving concern of the.Church in prayer word,
-and' action about the kind of world tha t we are
buuldmg, the kind of nation that we are' hapmg,
. is central to the mission. of the.Church. Pope
Paul, in xms Bicentennial message to ouf nation
said this: “We, are deepTy apprecxatlye,qf your
constarLt solicitude- in bringing the ap: ,hcatlon
of Christ’s ‘message into the lives of your people
We\_know your commltment to the social
. teaching of the Church in_ various ﬁei‘ ds. We
thank you for promotmg hberty and Jusj ice and
for your concern. with the many needs|of your
people for _food . and ‘housing, forj health
assxstance, emp]oyment and educptnon o you;
- preoccupation for farm.labor, for the condition
‘of migrants, for the dignity of 1mm|gr§nts and

. for. the promotmn of peac‘ef?th’rough endeavors ‘

"pment We would c;on ;irm you

| solicitude, offered in thei;;x me of :

‘the .applica 0] of the,uphftmg' ‘seage of the
Gospe] . Each day conshtutes a. new‘begl?mmg in
. our service ofe,Chnst in our pe0p1e g

wéil Detroit, hete we come. T wnll %
Areportmg to. you in ‘this’ column’ what iﬂappens
“there. Puttlng flesh and_blood on th% recom-
" mendations that come from the “Call to iAction”
in’ commumty ngeeting in Detroit will be my task, thq ‘task’ of
Our observers the delegation with which 1 travel, and the

ups. represented at the shared task. of thé Church cOmmumty{ for thts'

es each - diocese: ,,pon ‘our return. Nineteen’ séventy-sm‘
srs! of _and:will bé, a year to remérmber and I

RVE Bow proud lram to'be é Cathohé :

tif in_all the pa ,' f W)Ij fmd the guarantee ef hlS own, growth',"

esse‘d oCa‘ holi perfecﬁon and salvation.

‘ : “We - ‘would -like -to end this Message by
pointing out i once more the’ ?onttﬁc:el §Mlssmn-
" Aid:Societies ‘as the bearers of the missionary
- universalism ' which,- as we said, ‘bjnds all
mbers of the Church both as 1ndw1dua]s and

groups. o
It was in fact their missionary unn@ersahsm
that distinguished these Societies from ithe start
" and moved ‘the Holy, See to raise them +to
“Ponfifical status, making them the_ official in-
" struments of the Church for ‘the- missaonany
- c¢ooperation -of the  People of God. Their

aniversalism and pontifical status. ind{ ced the

‘Second Vatican Council to declare them the
principal mstruments of the blshops too, in their
1@ Wor ‘pastoral work in favor of the missions.
MlSSlonarY It is not, ‘therefore, through a gratu:tous
'thm . privilege granted by the hierarchy that the
ical * . Mission-Aid Societies take precedence over
- private forms of mission-aid; itis a pnv:lege that
_springs from their. owrny pature and aims. They
are Societies that, in their origin, development
“and structures, have had the precise: aim of
cooperating with the total missionary activity of
. the. Church, in ‘its- various. forms and
" requirements, and doing so'in accordance with
an overall glebal plan.They deserve, therefore,

to have the full backing of the People iof God.-
‘We earnestly: hope that this yg:rnowhl%h )

marks the 50th- anmversagr of Mission Sunday,
- the. Pontlﬁcaf Mission-Aid Societies will grow
“still. more vi%orously in both the older Churches.
and those of more recent foundation. With the

help of these Societies, each Bishop will find it -
easier-to make his Diocese be more awaie of its

- worldwide missiona Ponsnbnhty and, at the
saime time, they wil him bring about a,
deep renewal in the Chnstian hfe of the d!ocese
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