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n warrl1mg was rssued
by Atto,‘qey General B S‘hep‘pard of ; Texas,
~ then President of. the National 'Association, of

ttoF neys. Alarmed at a Chxcago’Umversnty poll
showmg that_the’ pu:bhc ranks jawyers at the
 bottom of the list'in contnbu’uo s to society, he
ask"'d 'thrs challengmg ques’clon' ‘”How far have
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a ?ope Pius XH oncpe -warned the
graduates of the Law Schools of Spain: “Yours is
a careesfr"that requires .a true vocation:.- one
should. never start out on if rt he .does not
possess. knowledge ‘of the good and the just. It is
-a career that dermands contmurng apphcatlon
and study, for it will impose responsi ‘brl
y’ou by whrch you will be ‘obligated -con-
science, and ‘of which- someday you will be
requnred to render an accoupt before the _
_tribunal of the Eternai Judge = it will require of
you a spiritual integrity' and moral
_uprightness, a kind of priesthood dedrcated to
" the rdeal of the good and the rust "
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ThlS fhen my dear lawyers rq your case The
‘Eternal ] dee ‘will render a decision en your life,
the fulfillment .of. your duties, the success of
your strugg,e agamst thF dangerq of your o“fflce
Let' mé suggest a lawyer to plead your case — a
powerful m’tercessor St, Thomas More. He died

y.6,1535; “three years beforle he had: been

d. ancellor of England He loved life'and all
" God had-¢created, but he loved the Creator more
Of Him it has been said, “Here! perhdps 4s the
supreme iristance of nature perfected by God'
-grace.” His holiness worked against what i
more stubborn to grace' — human earthly power
‘with its downward pull toward the immediate
and cheaply won. He had a choice; a 5|gnature
to an.oath unlawfully demanded and with i
restoration. to office, friendship' with the §mo«st
powerful King in Chrlstendom and his beloved
famﬂy — or disgrace, death. Calmly, he chose
"~ the latter, His last words were, "l die the King’s
- good servant, but God’s first.” If any man was
forced to answer the question, “What- doth it
profrt a man if he gain the whole world and
suffer. the loss of his lmmortal soul?”, it was
Thomas Mare.
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From his life we may draw the gifts of
“laughter and wisdom, from his death courage
and loyalty to God and prin¢iples, and from his
~ transfigured presénce before the throne of God
a rich and certam mtercessron
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-So today we pray:
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“St Thomas More be our- advocate and-
counsel before the Dlvme Tr:bunal that alone is
' wrthout error.

‘ Bespeak for us the wxsdom to apply the
. precepts of God’s Eterpal Law to. the problems of
: our; Da“]y practlce

lntercede for us that we. may emulate the
. sense of humor that made your heart echo wrth
- the mrrth of Heaven.ﬁ
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Pray tha’t we may spum false oaths.and live |
"as you did, faithful to our trust as members of
~ the Bar, even though by doing so we may be
called upon ‘to sacnf:ce our hves as you ,
sacnfrced yours ~

;Thege th:gngs seek for us through the ments ‘
of jesus Chnst, our Lord. Amen.”




