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( possrbrlrty that down deep, Catholrcs and many

“other Chr;strans do not know who they are and

wha't sets. the,_

~apart from non-believers? Dare

“'we confront the fact that we have not made the
srgnlfrcant contribution- to the vrtahty of our
country that the Eucharist challenges us to: offer
gt proclamatron of the death of the Lord untid

Indee \there is'a tragedy of estrangement in

our times — ”between natrons races, classes,

churches and even_genera lons. The need for

than att e Table of the l_ord for the hturgy inits

_turn mse es the faithful to become of one heart

) ;,pr,fr,cral pi yer 1

 (Pastoral Letter of U
on vfor the Euchatistic ¢

let us seek to be_ reconcrled 0 one another and
to heal the wounds of ahenatron and misun-

derstandipg. - .

1

.“Father in heaven,

you have made us for s?gi-.rrsfelf;-

Our hearts are restless

untll they rest m you‘

Fulflll this longmg through Jesus

the bread X f life,

So thar. we may witness to Him

¢ h-

3

- Who.alone satisfies the' hunger

of the human family.

By the power of your Spirit -

tead us to the heaven ly table
Where we may feast.on the vision -

ofi;your glory

N

For ever and ever.” Amen.

F r..
Andrew Greeley :

~The American Cathohc church
fears representative democracy as
-though it were  an rnfectlous
vdlsease .

*

l guess maybe it rs. N

There are three kinds of

representatron - competence,

-electich, and random probability.
Or, to put the matter differently,

you can be represented by experts,

"delegates, and national samples.
“T’ne thurch doesn’t want. part of
any of them.

Take the fnvolous catechetrcal

# chrectory -on which so much time

" money have been wasted.

" There have been endless “con-

" . sultations” about it and there is
apparently going to beé one more. -
‘But as far as | canfind, neither the -

. committee nor those: Consulted by -
it - include any competent:

theoiograns, any elected delegates
or an ‘national” samples. in other

ds: 'the whole'thing was a waste -

of trme and money and the vast

. yeams’ of - computer output are .

worthless pseudo-scaence.

‘But- then' the hierarchy is.
Qrote(:'ted from experts from"

felected delegates ,'and ‘from

knowing what the ordlnary people
really think. For that, apparently no
cost is too high and no waste too:
unconscionable.

Of course the ”dlrectory” won't
beé read by anyone, but that doesn’t
‘much matter because Rorne can be
told that we have a directory and.
that there was = massive “con-
sultation” in its preparatron. .

- Or the brg brcentenmal Spec-
tacular which. Cardinal Dearden is
throwing in Detroit this fall. #t will
be’ based on discussion of the “hate
America” bicentennial workbook

_which, with one or two exceptionis,
treated: -compétent professronals as
though they had the bubonic

plague. There will be a “study” of
these discussions which will be of
the sarne order of quahty as the
1936 “Literary Digest” poll whrch
showed Alf Landon was going to.
beat Franklin - Roosevelt by a
fandslide. And - there will be
“voting” at the meeting — from an

assembly of delegates appomted by’

| 'the car inal.

of course, the Detrort "socral

action” spectacular is far superior

" to the tasteless and vulgar display

of tngmphalrsm we must endure
this summer at the Philadelphia
Eucharistic Congress ‘Such a parade
of phony piety is hardly appr riate-

in a <church- which losing

members in droves and has only a
third as many seminaries as it did a

“decade ago. it might have been a

much betterinvestmerit in time and
money and energy to try to learn-

‘the reason for'the massive losses in

the church and ‘to attempt to do
something to reclaim those who

‘have become lost sheep.

But big parades are much more
fun — and]mr'r(ch s?fer h til\an
going out looking for the lost
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