INSIGHTS

On Pastoral Liturgy
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cat our .
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,greb Roman-
Glas Congcilia,
Franciscans’

the decree -

- The chape‘l at Becket Hall ﬁlled Saturday mght mth persons who :

. gafhere ‘10" honor Father Thomas Erdle for his 25

ears:of work .

.with the deaf. Father Erdle, chaplain at th : thnical
lnsht;ft for ihe Deaf at RIT, celebrated M: ‘ tion i
his honor fol[owed» -

Veteran" ‘ Admmlstratlon
“chaplains , I1:!1 ithe diocese. will
comply wit anatlonal directive to
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15000 new multl-falth

y

5, rece;ved this spring at

" the Bath VA hospital have not even.

beenr'impacked
Fzri,%her feffrey Ealrfneld Catholic

__chaplain at the Bath VA hospital,

explaméd that “we nevér asked” for
“"the new books .and we never
planned to, use them.”

The controversy centers on a

.mode;n hymn, “It Was on Friday

*. Morning” by Sidney Carter, which
. dramatizes the bitterness of one of
“'the'robbers crucified with Christ. Its

- réfrain-is “It's God. they .ought to‘

crué:ltfg tu}r:stead of yo;_hand me, |
sai e carpenter anging on
- the tieé

|
Father Roger Brady of the

- Canandaigua VA hospital said the

Thymn would not be used but that
““perhaps some of the serilegious
comments aren’t so sacrilegious
when takem in .context. In-
terpret;atlon has an awful lot to do
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Veterans Admlmstratlon asked for |
the removal of the hymn from the -
815-page Book of Wonshlp for

«Umted‘S'tates Forces. - F 7 %

“*“We do- riot think it the proper
hymn to be sung in a Hospital
where there are sick people . - . it
is sacrilegious,” said’ C plam

Rodgers, a United Methodist..

The volume was pubhshed in
1974 as a multi-faith-hymnal under
the supervisiop - of  the Armed
Forces Chaplain Board i
about 51 fﬂEllib'n for ar

tion expenses, the hymnal
has “drawn. widespread criticism,
especially from Congress..

Chaplains have been asked tof'
remove the offending hymn. The
Canandaigua facility bla ed it out
with India ink, without- harming
parts of four. other hymps which
share the same pages. They" plan to
use the hymn book somefime in the
futdre, but have continued using
Missalettes, Catholic bulletins and .
the Elmhurst hymnal for Protestant
services. The Bath: VA hospital
never plans to use the books.
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