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L few years ago, Father Albert P. Bartlett, SJ,
~_ _then rector of our own McQuard Jesuit Hrgh
. Sch ol expressed his concern a]bout the way we
“Uselour leisure time in a letter to parents of the
-student body. His thesis, simply stated, was that,
“with the expanded opportunitles for leisure
E ‘whiich society® provides - us today, we as
o edlx -ators should prepare our students to use it
as | ,‘blessmg -

“We should believe that one essentral
~ ffunction of education'is to equip for
‘Iland erisuré an elevated- ‘use of "leisure.
“Without such orientatioh, leisure can
lead to. lrstlessness and boredom which
! for many; ‘undermine the educatxonal
"lpracess, and for some in life, prompt
rthern to look about for the exit srgn

-

"Father Bartlett belreved that a _quality
catron cou l& elevate lersure to the status of

;_th!srasm for the values to-be found in the qulet
‘mbments of life. It has always saddened me to
. s€e|the same hectic pac® that accompanies our
’ ‘days of labor as the compamon of our moments

Heisure: - .- I

. ”lersure has
~our youhger j
, he; ~work Kas. become s
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"THow can quality educatron accompllsh this?
ather Bartlett believed that a gopd education
could stir the -enthusiasm: ‘that' could make
leigure time the blessing it was: intended to be,
by enabling us -0 ~discover ourselvesin the
: ' -hi ' serenity and solitude of moments removed from
ne's. owh' enthusrasms #| - ihd sheltered and splintered-busyness of daily
; 'l_e a. rea“l problem for all demands;-in moments that allow us to dream
' to. realize the uniqueness ofour; own -
o pers , . the possrb;lr}tr\es _of domg
ory_of ‘_lihe [ersuﬁe Class “',?"1' ‘e’f-hlﬂg mcredlfﬂy ouf” OV\"Jﬁ R
ffered the  opinion that~ o '
' sure, that it is atz: o pra’y that “this'Sumimer will - offer - these
values whrch bl ssings to all of you. The Psalmist said it all so
t Tll “iHave leisure and know that | am. God.”
(3. -65:11).
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ough to ask yol tor h 3, 20’)‘Yo’u kr'row how it proceeds with a
ous rela tonshrp that - ;dcuble symmetrical and trinitarian pattern. It
begins with three ascending elevations, to the
name, the kifigdorh and the will of God, in praise
of him. The next ‘three .implore him, for bread,
forgrveness ‘and "the défense whrch our frall
)lrstence needs, Both of these strain towards
“the effart that is possible for the humble, yet
m rspehsable, human causality; so that prayer
ll not be cowardly, fatalistic resignation to the
\{, erwhelming difficulties of the hostile, obscure ,
~world surrounding us, but on the contrary will
‘be addressed to the overwhelmmg, yet com-
, passronate divine causality, which filial prayer
Is is. the heart of the - implorés'to help and solve needs that we cannot
r and. superlatrve , solve Here is the pomt of contact and'meeting
Chrrstran reve[atron . with dryme sovereign effrcrency To this, human
efficiency opéns and joins humbly, but willingly
and réadily. How marny aspects: of religious
wrsdom are sumrmed up here for our teaching
" and our comfort! How humble and how great
we are made by the prayer of “Our Father”,
- which was taught 4o us by the supreme and sole
‘Master, who is Christ (cf. Mt 23. 8)! What
“subjective and personal depths it sounds within
' us, and what community harmonies it demands
. and promotes! .oF .
emg, whlch . We will say no more; but:-we would like this
visible lrght Of " Gueen of prayers to become the favorite one for
.us; and to be the subject, once at least, of
: specral careful med:tatron There exists a whole
lrterature on this. “oratio dominica”, on this
-, prayer that the Lord hrmself taught us.
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‘ The expresslon -of " our. madequacy, our
) weakness, ‘our “guilt; the Lord’s prayer can
" become our strength our eonfidence, our hope:
Ask, and it shall be given you”, the Lord says.
"What tan is_ there among you who; if ‘his son
~asks him for a’' loaf, will hand him a stone?
. Therefore if you, ev:l as you. are, know how to
~ give good gifts to your children, how much.more
" will 'your Fatheriin heaven give good things to
those who ask ham?” (Mt 7 9-11) So pray pray




