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isparaging criticism has been directed at t h e 
iii$tian Maximal ist whQ"'ts seen as the kind of 
diagnoses a n d . prescribes for pro'blems in 
iiavoids ment ioning those d o w n on M a i n but; 

. As the ever-provocative Father Greeley wjf rtes, the 
rnaxltnalist^ /'Gompassioh Is proportionate j to the 
remoteness qf the beneficiary ahcr the^efQre conv 
fbrtably. unq^mandmg." This person discharges his 
objigatiops ''by goings to meetings and; issuing 
statefhehts'' atad "tends to fasten on an., ideology, a 
master plan, as a panacea/' . " % ; > . • 

. In coMfast;"•thfe^Christl•ah.•,Minfm%l•1si is drayvn 
Inaturaliy, as; in ail stereotyping, the.tefm must be the 
direct oppositb as. in; black "and white). Heteschews 
general Istateftfents1 about "the plight of, say, ijhe third* 
World, but ftejfcs the fe How in rteed right next door. 

Needlessj to say, there ts a great deal of.truth In, 
such characterizations We all know those ] in " tjie 
Church wfjo f i t the roles But it should be clear that tpe 
characters are too rigidly drawn — surely it is possifole 
for a Christian to possess elements of both the exjtr0mel:s4 

A case in point 

h } > 
- Recentlyla widely known churchman^said 

affluent Western world must give generous 
poverty-wracked Third World before those 

hat th.e 
tovtlife, 

ct),u;rt.tr(esf 
rise up and tjake what they want He also ca'iiisticait^i 
observed that /'because we have television a 
meals a day and summer cottages we think we G,an tiife: 
the wo r l d " Ijte said Westerners, were not producing; 
goods to feedj people, but to earn money "Monoy is/alll 
we're riving fjor" 11 ! 

h 

Talking about farmers^ who pelted pol ice 
butter and milk, this person said "They have tqo much.!. 
milk and butter and they are throwing it away 

U - . I - . -•• 
The words of a Christian Maximal ist Could be 

They were spoken at a recent press conference , by 
Cardinal Paul-Emife Leger, the former archbishop of 
Montrea l ' w h o frestgned and spent several years as a 
missionary tnf/fvfrfoe, and has sm£e returned W h a t he 
said is neither more n'or less true because a cardinal said 
it The sarne observations would contain neither more 
nor less trjuth ifispoken by an armchair theorist, Truth is 
not affected by the status of the speakerl , \ 
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Incidental ly we happen to believe tha t Cardinal 
Leger is a Christian maximalist, in the best Isense.of the-, 
phrase * ' 

i>5 Sports? 
} 

This newspaper has longed cautioned against the 
over-rabfdnesskwith which some people — players, 
manage'mentjjand fans — treat our sports We have 

. noted sadly that too often we make wars of -our sports 
and sports of jour wars ' i " » 

.1 jt , . I 
^Sports I I lustra ted in a recent series ©n-religion and 

sports noted that spo[rts are havrng a ."greater irnpact on 
religion than i t ie other way around J' I 

Two national religious magazines also have taken 
note of the situation Christianity Today has.declared 
that " th^ passiojn of the land is too often athlet(c rather 
than spiritual" * adding that "increasingly of late that 
passion has^ be ;ome violent." 

We do not 
sports, quid pre 

" that spiritual va 
now to soften 
eroding sports'L 
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think i t is fair to compare religion and 
quo j "But w e do agree wholeheartedly^ 

ues, or something very ak in , W e needed 
the violent and 'mercenary [aspects 

J 
The Jesuit rrlagazine^ Amer ica , speaking to the'same 

subject, .pointedt'oat such-anomal ies as hockey's' "eye 
1or an eye""pr/n riplejor; baseball's "st rc l t i t m"his ! ear " 
.Add fan v io lence and greed of both players and owners 

* have something milch less than the 
thatj sports proponents "like ito talk 

and frankly you 
wholesomeness 
about. { i 

-What is^neeijled is for someone to let the air ou t o f 
athletics!, rediicrrjg the. pressure> no t only in bjigftime 
sports, bl i t right down to the small fry leagues.1 Whcr is 
that "someone"?!All o f us, that's who.-
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ME Brought 
'Sunshine9 
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over It's a tittle 

we went on a 
.Weekend. We (ji; 
to be the richest 
married life. 

r We 'knew we had 
"' - ' ' thew^kerfcf 
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marriage before 
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" livesiti&ieilier; *" 
- . dififeferjee in 

difference! ike stjinshi rieiiiajcieis 
.vacation. 

Sexist Bias 
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We, were skeptical abolit gdihg 
on a weekend^ and[ How, vy s invite 
all.ydu other sKeptics to call *2^7-
1605 for.a reseryat|pri. -U: tp Ipve 

' tp. cherish, 

Frahz and Joam te Sasse . 
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^r^^^grf i f f - '̂SviHir̂ n t̂: '1 lay^ '."t6> 
%ppfthm*':i •,':-.; yVith^he rage qf 

<a!feijp:J®i^te^^ riee \ye, 
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Ifsteriihg 

.the Wiirch, we 
irig wi th !sadiless (a 

e*ern;ir |,sujfferf n&atime 

will be 

forrriore 
_ to God and people) and 

riot debilitating rage I have seen no 
repressed or potential "rage" on the 
njational or regional level 
literature or conference 

Dr in the 

What we do see is patient 
ayer , and dialogue P . . , _ 

h erarchy, people-m-thu 
Jhe worlrJ and increased 
"all We as Church have 
commission members 
enormous work'and they 
w,tth awe, discipline and 

Yfith 
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study, 
the 
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service toi 
called the 

to an 
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stamina 
that 

blesses" 
see that 

f iat God 

Father Sheets,, we do affirm. 
"God chooses,' sends and 
His ministers ^And we 
people (come t.0̂  beljeve 
loves them through? pnejstly per
sonal care whi^lji is so refl active of 
Jesus' miriistry JBJut, look about you 
Do you ~nofj see sadnsss vand 
loneliness and (detachment from 
Church? Transformed and renevved-
priestly ^ministers respond to 
pastoral needs 'More transformed 
and renewed priests can dp MORE 
for the-ChurcH l 

Lay 'ministers alleviate 
people's pain byfbnnging 
a taste of ongoing love 
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they help to create a thirst and 
need for sacraments Lay ministry 
then does not rellev^ the priest, but 
awakens a need for more people to 
fcarry the credible sign of the-or-
[dained People of prayer discern 
God's call, 

Gaudium etspes 29 decries sexist 
discrimination. It is {discriminatory 
to refuse to test a seminarian's call 
simply because she is a woman 

"All of you who liave been 
baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ There does 
not exist among you Jew or Greek, 
slave or free man, male or famale 
All are one in Christ Jesus " (Gal 
3 27-28) » 

° The Courier-Journal seems to be 
alittle heavy on the "irebuking" side 
in printing Father Sheet's remarks 
while apparently ignoring those of 
Murphy, Kung, Cuneen, Harrison, 
Janeway, Ermath, Swidler, Culver, 
Tavard, McGrath, Stendal, Scan-
zoni, 'Faxon, Morns, McKenna, 

rMcLoughlin, Romero,' McManus, 
Henning, etc But, the placement of 
your coverage (p 21J indicates the 
low esteem with wnich'you hold 
the issue 

^ DeniseMack 
31 Queensboro Road 

Rochester, N.Y. 

News Policy 
Questioned 
Editor: ~ 

Within ''recent months the 
Courier-Journal has either obscured 
or ignored at-least four events of 
far-ranging ^importance and jn-
terest the suspensionTand rein-, 
statement; of Father James Callan, 
the * resignation of the diocesan 
superintendent of schools, 'the 
creation fit a diocesan office of" 
Peace arid justice, the, 'charges-
surrounding' , Sister « Maureen 
Murphy , t . 

Moife Letters 
On tfage 7 r 

_ _ . 
uninformatiye articles regarding 
the suspension 

Essentially he was calling upon 
you for a review and 'a refor
mulation of news policy which 
would seek to insure a^broader and 
more balanced reporting of future , 
conflicts and divergence which iwill 
inevitably surface in our Church 
His challenge was only too 
predictive ~ ' 

I believe that Mr Kochan's plea 
is more on the side of truth, justice 
and compassion in the Church of 

t the Holy Spirit. This is the same 
I Church which must be in constant 
| renewal and reconciliation within 
f. itself, a Church which must becorne 
[ increasingly mature and penitent to 
turn all things, especially 
divergence and conflict, along with 
suffering and tragedy, to the greater 

1 honor and glory of Cod 
> Francis Carver 

1 - - P.O. Box 21 
Trumansburg, N.Y. 

Editor's Note: Without getting 
into prolonged disputation over 
news judgment, we wish,to point 
out that both the Peace and Justice 
Commission and the Father Callan 
case were covered in the Courier-
Journal. The Father Callan situation 
seems to have readied amicable 
settlement for air directly con
cerned. As for reader Carver's other 
charges, we* see no need for 
anyone's "judgment" of the in
dividuals ~ concerned. t Sister 

'Maureen Murphy's case represents 
a personal tragedy, is In the courts 

•and does not directly involve the 
Church, in our view. The Thomas 
Kochan letter in reference ap
peared in the Courier-Journal 2-1& 

, 76 issue. The Courier-Journal policy 
will never be dictated by what the 
New^ York Times or Paul Harvey 
consider "front line" news. 

Two of these events made front-"" 
line copy' in the national media 
including the New' YorkyTimes and 
Paul Harvey News In contrast, Editor: 
your one-f jnerv about Father Daniel f > 
Brenfs resignation and^the three 
lines of editorial comment, "Pray", 
seem woefully inappropriate and ' 
insufficient 

'Exorcism* \ 
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You"' "can appreciate the % 

frustration of a Catholfc who must 
rely solely upon secular sources, 
however credible oj useful, to make 

"a r f informed Tjudgment .The 
predicament into which your 
readers fall Was welMlustrated by' 
the flood of letters in the wake of 
thfr Callan story,, most of them in 
sharp, if not heated-up, reaction to 
presumed attacks either on Father 
Callan ,. or on the institutional 
Church . 

Jn an earlier letter, Thomas 
Kochan, a member of the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council, registered surprise 

„and-^Jisappc4r)t|perjt jwth highly 

As* a movie actor, Fr William 
CMalley, SJ,lmay be great, but as'a 
theologian Ihe needs to be 
"EXORCIZED;! 

[ Rev. Robert A. Mens 
- 414 Lexington 

Rochester, N.Y. 14613 

Letters intended for 
publication must beaddreued 
-to Opinion, Courier-Journal, 67 
Chestnut St-i Rochester, N.Y. 
14604.. 

They should be nojonger 
than 1 1/2 pages, typed 
doubte-spaced, with > names 
and addrejski. The paper 
reserves the right to edit a l 
letters. 
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