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God’sfpres{ence .

A recent ar}ucle in the Juné 1ssue of the St.
Anthony Messénger offers achallenge to f'athers
who  have shrfted their duties to Mother or to
educatlonal mstrtutlons Dolores Curran writes:

”Dear Old Da is the mxssmg link in religious

‘education. Hel is ‘the single most rmqortant
element in a Chlld s rehgious formatlon -

" She quotes heavﬂy from’ studres made by
Father Andrew Greeley and, Dr. Wllham Mc- .
‘Cready of thg National Opmlon Research_
_Center, Father Greeley has this to say: “An
analysus of theiparochlal school dat1a leayes no
doubt at all that the most important - redictor of

e religious performance of children is the

th
réhglous behavior of their parents [and par-

ticularly their fathers) and the quallty of the
relatronshlp bekween their mothers axnd fathers ”

One 1"atherl respcnded “I've go ' to admlt ]

j never before realized | was basncaﬂy important

to'my children;fs religion. Sure, 1 heard the pulpit
" pleas ‘and all that, but | never knew there was
“solid data po‘rngtmg to me as the most important
re]rgrous personage in my children’s lives. That’s
pretty fnghtenmg ” L

Indeed it is. But it is a proven fact, Qad Your
family désperately needs the blessmg ‘which
only you can ive them '

] Q_“ ! Even'rf we are”ﬁbt alf able to
o analyse the. antn-rehgl us | phefiomeénon of our

“we all know, however, how radically it
S€5 our spmtual tradmon, especially the
si_“'an and tholic-_ tradition, even- ‘in
tries hrstonéally imbued with rehgron and
¢l, to some | extent, how. atheisni threatens,
Y the soul, the solrdrty of the motives that
\ and demand the rehgrousness of “our

T D |

op!mon, as an- absence of the cornmon

-faith; now, . on’ the contrary, it is' judged-.

ositively; error\jeously and’ unfortunately, we

. ghmk as progress, as hberatlon from a mythical,
[o3

Sci s suffj . 3 ns.
: mystery But itis, pot true; on the contrary, those

__who love-s¢ ence apd perceive -its_depth and
S ',preelsron cd rnot ‘must pot bleck the: way of
.7 “thou: ht\ i’ r gnetap vaical and «mystrcal ex-
who. desiré not to restrict -
ts of |ts conventional

g .and the joy of

pek at lnast ﬂr to ex-

/- by

perience, and enjoy 1f possrble the meetmg with
a Wisdom, with a Word which while it bows
them to relrg ous worshlp, raises them to the
preludes of @ supra—rdtronal and intoxicating
dlalogue, prayer.

Th‘ns utt P omisu derstandmg between_

scientific thought and rehglous {Christian)

,;‘, thought shakes all ourimertal certainty, which
ncertamty, a,ndl. socjal

will become | moral
restlessness Itj is the great problem 6f courage.

We must not |be ‘frighténed, hot only because

our religious mentality has no preconceptions or
"objections ’Ho screntlﬁc progress; either
speculative or. practical and technical, but
~because on. the contrqry it favours it and in-
- tegrates it, both- objectively and subjectrvely
. with its cult o? complete Truth, as it is, in fact,
sought professed and prodarmed in our Creed.
Let us end avour noLt to feel satrsfled with a
- ‘purely and exclusively ’iay mental formation,
-that is, one thtag. dlsrega'{‘ds systematically and in
every-field of thought a
reference, in order not to fall, without realizing
'it, into that. athersm which we rightly fear as the
subverter of aﬂ order, aqd to erect the legitimate
. autonomy of [earthly realities as the exclusive
cntenon of Truth. 4 -
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- i- ' g .
Let us also;endeavogr not to let ourseives be -
: caught up in that religious and spiritual apathy,

“which is so widespread today in -our mundane
--and secularized world, and which seems to be
an-inevitable result of modern activism: and of
. the ovemhe!mmg babel of: public voices, but let
- us_seek to adopt the programme of Christ’s
formula. "watch and pray” (Mt 26 41) -
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