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- The: Frrst Pentecost also W|tnessed the
pirit’s power to-end the babel-of lang uages that
had always symbolized man’s disuni ty. It is the

wi rk ofithé Spirit to knit peop'e togethér — to
lﬂate perfect and effortless communicati
ween men. Whenever we are preserit to each -
" other. superflcrally, we speak foreign languages
'each other: At the First Pentecost people
uy erstood each other and were runderstood
and the content. of their speech was the same,
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. .;How we need this umfymg presence of the
Spirit today! We have: allowed too Lmany to be
a{ngers to us, to speak wrth alien tongues,

La guages that are foreign to us afre heard in
every divided home, on every streFt between
races, classes, generatrons an,d nations. The
frequency of war in our day is but a surface
indjcation- of our incapacity to spez k-to and to
be ,eard%by each other. How we need His Spirit
to ,,mfy us . ‘
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‘ers Pengecost can be today if we but wrll it.
Eve%ry call. to renewal — be it the Year. of
Re! ewal The Time.of Renewai The Holy Year
— has been ased on-this prermse and hope. But
»sm}e the Spmt ordinarily_ limits His- Presence
~and Power to the depth, length, and breadth of
.. our Amen, we must offer the hope and prayer
“that. there, will be this, Pentecost| a sense .of
T8 ncy mlour voice as we cry out:
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. “Come, Holy Spmt, C_omﬁ v
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furthermore to bevconsrstent the

atnmonyLof Christian faith cannot be subject to op-

"~ jgannot be ombined with views that ar,e‘completely and

) mstrrnsxcaﬂy opposed to its nature. The believer cannot
fignore the declarations 2iready made, in which, with
fatherly solicitude and often with deep sorrow,
; groamng, there is expressed. the mind of the Bishops,

" lwho aré “heralds of the faith . autheiitic teachers,
ithat is, teachers endowed with the authonty of Christ”,
. ‘as the Councrl said. ,

“Nor’ can -the behever lgnore very serious and

. 4tnemendousiy probative experiences, which, in spite of
“,certain verbal delarations to the contrary,.and contrary -

-1 tothe: hopes that the Christian ralways wrsbes 1o cherish,
. tr;ustmg in Providence and in the immanent force of

. ‘truth, and- justice; indicate how :an anti-religious and

. ‘anti-ecclesial “constant”, which .ends up, therefore, by

- being _anti-human, still remains, unfortunately, un-

- anged and present in wechnown movements -of

gbt and practice.

ln short as far as this serious problem is concerned, -
: there is nothing more for me to do but confirm the -

‘indications and reasons already fully proposed. First, it

is not lawful to shirk-one’s electoral duty when there is
‘connected with it @ profession of faithfulness to-
principles and values that cannot be rencunced, even if
their perfect representation may be questwnable from
certain pomts of vrew and in some cases.
, Far less does it seem to us,.in the second p!ace, in
conformity with civil, moral, social and rehgrous duty,
.and. therefore tolerable, to' -grant one’s_support,
- ially publicly,toa po{mca! expression which is, for
ﬁc ical reasons and by historical experience,

radically: opposed to.our religious conception of life.

Higher motives and interests, which prompt this two-
fold. position, are known to everyone; and you have .
. discussed. them fully, here. It only remains for me to
s}.reh n'your concbrdant and courageous unammrty

rtunismiand conegaromlse otherwrse it is finished. 1t
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