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5 to 31-per cent proportion high-in the

scale, the proportion would have gone

52 per cent, Had it not been for this. positive force,

whnch was also at work, the proportion high in Cathohc

activities would have- declined to 24 per cent — a fall of

almost one half. Fmally, ALL of the positive force is

connected with. the increase: in the reception of Holy

‘Communion, which, it séems fair to assume was the result
rof the Second Vatlcan Councilt’

The cha]lenge of social charige wotild have faced the
Amgrican Church without the Vatican. Council. According

v ] ﬁ) astudy done! by the:Office of: Pppulatlon Research at the

of nceton, 38 per.cent of American Catholic
re using some unappcoved form of birth control
1965 that percentage had jumped to 51, and
f ,the ‘change wps accounted for by Cathth
‘ “hing from rhythri to-the pill, In 1965, 12 per
- cent of Catholic womien. in ch lld—be ngyears were using
It, and 28 per cent wete practicing thythm. By 1970,
s after t encychcal 28:per cent were using the
-per were using’ rhythm Slxty-elght per cent
. practicing some - form of | unapproved birth .control; =
" anincrease.of 30:percentage points for the decade. But the
‘use of the pill did not lead toa dedline in commumo
receptlon onthe contrary, one quarter of those who used

_ increase of 1] pér cent’ since 1965 and v1rtually the sa
" proportion of weekly communicants as_in the natio al
) populatlon of Cathollcs
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thie pill-in 1970 were going to Communion every week,| an X
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i It would appear, then that ‘dufing the 19605, Amené:a
Catholic women:. ‘began to belie eye that the birth contro
was .an " acceptable alter ative” to ‘the uncertain th
method of family Jimitation. A large proportion: & f_Hem
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-apparently had madea decisio +that the use pf the pnll was i
tae” wa

notsinful even before the encycllcal “Humanae* Vitae” s
issued. The encyclical did not cause them to reverse

decision, and by the end Qf the decade; two thirds. of"

Ammerican Cathohc women xv re practlcmg some form of
officially disapproved birthl control. The pill, “in’ other "'
words, introdiiced a crisis |m the, Catholic sexual ethlc
which would have: occurred whether there ‘had been a

Vatican Council or not. Qathohq apparently ‘made & -
_decnsxon about the'morality of the pill before the Pope:did
‘and in’ reaction to his ‘contrary decision, they have sub-’
stantially réduced their devotion and’ loyalty to the' Church
(—}-] evti:;n though most of them have not formally left tﬁe

uié '

It is not up to. socialogists 10. make theologlca“l
judgments, but speaking purely in. organizational terms, the
-encyclical letter “Humanie Vitae” was meffectlve in its |

" stated purpose and. a disaster in its effect for American
Cathélicism: The  problem of reconciling the papal
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teaching with an 85 per cént rejection rate must be leftto~ -
* the theologians. The data in our domputer analysis are as.

conclusive as 'social science evidence can ever be: The
- encychcal undid the positive . wo k of the council and |
imeofs afp cl o o
NEXT WEEK: Where are the. parochlal schools When
»_need ’them2 L

Hornell < Gov. Hugh L. Cirey ‘ .
has reappomted ‘Sister Mary Reng » If'conflrmed State Senatev:_
_to an, unsalaried position on the 3 € - o1 ok
board .of g/émtors of the Elmira
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4t|erfountam cake, $80

Decorator cakes whlpped cream & strawberry, femon, pmeapple, custardilling,

’/4 stieet, $5.00; Vzsheet, $8.00; full sheet. $15.00 .

Pnssém THIS AD AND RE-
. CEIVE A FREE TUXEDO FOR
THE GROOM WITH A PARTY
OF SORMORE,

‘ zuuonnosAvs STONERIDGEPLAZA  EASTVIEWMALL 1742 MONROEAVE. _
. xf?;fxgg;sgeors . 865459 232:3270 Near 12 Cormers-

2442760

 For Rate Information
Call Bill Coffas .

: {mlgh!t well have. bee an era of growth mto '

Decorator cakes, whipped cream & custard: filling, hialf sheet $7.50, full sheet $14. ~
) Decorator cakes -butter cream frostmgs halfsheet 5700 full sheet $13




