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current effort by relrgrQusf
rndependent and:goveinment rélief
agencies to: respond to the ‘ear-
thquake devastation that left more
than 22,000 dead in Guatemalh is
focusrng new attention on that

“ deéply troubled Central’ Americary -

nation which for decades, has been
"wra ’ked‘by polrtrcal vro]ence :
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Eatfier, lin Aprrf' 1974 several
Catholrc Jorergn aissionaries —
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. country. They were accused of
|Ilegally campaighing in .the
, country’s La

Ieftrst party.

Guatem flas Catholic bishops, as
. well. as_a Christian clergy and |ay
group matie up of both Protestants

‘and Catholrcs protested- the
" Ojo (Eye for an| Eye) have been said | governme itts action. They dlso

He ' to operate ew;thout government charged
rnterference and are generadlly  har
known to have ; a strong base in the

he government with
ssing, foreigh missionaries and
allowmg uncontrolled violence
durmg th% electrons

One of the ousted priests, Father
Joseph W, Towle, MM, of Boston,
said the expulsron was the
‘government’s way of telling the
“Church that i does not appreciate

"‘the Church’s emphasis on .social

jjustice .and. ' liberation theology

,preached to _the poor and
,oppressed : ]
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But he rnd:\cated that the
Guatemalan Chufch today will not
be easily intir lidated, and has
publicly .and firmly declared its™
intention to cont nufe its God-grven
mission even though sorfie con-
veniently mrsunderstand it.

For many years, Guatemala CIFY

in. particular “had 'been a bat-
tleground for leftist guerrillas, right

wing terrorists = and govemmeht.r

forces in what was- descrrbed as an
ideological civil  war.” Guerrillas
were held responsrbl‘e for the krlirng
of U:S. Ambassador John Meinjin
1968 and ’for the k}dnapprng and-
sfaying of - ~West . Germaf’ AA..-
bassador Count ' Karl von Spretr in

1970 3
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Rrght—wmg evrgrlantes onte
krdnapped Cardinal  Mario.
" Casariego of Gu}atemala City in-an’
~ aftempt th discredit. the g0 T

ment and; cause jits overthro
military coup. The action backfire
however, and %eyeral rrghtrst
ficials-were purg i from the arme d
forces -
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of Guatémala, the
- thquake and subiseque
significant intefnational. response is
taking place. Pafamount. in, that
response. 15 thﬁf intent by . relief.’
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Such deve’roprzrent programJ -
which in the p have been op:
_posed, by large land‘owners - apd
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executive
. that immedi IS
earthquake strack Feb! - 4, CRS.
moved -in, by air and seé urgent[y
needed supplies-yalued at $600), 000,
plus an additional 1,000 tons of ufs

Jections in behalf of a government-donated food supplies -

held in CRS stocks j n Honduras and
H Salvador. f

After the —‘,i,mmedrate crisis. had’
beénmet, CRS focused its emphasis.
on "clearrng rubble from: highw. ys
-and village streets and from th
sites of totally destroyed burldrngs
of alt types 50 that the hundreds of
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thousands affected by the ear- g

thquake <can bégin to start lrfe

anew,” he saids

“Thus,”; he continued, . “CRS
procureiment - has -shifted to the
.purchase ‘of iron roofing, block
making machines, tool$ ranging:
from picks. to wheeibarrows ‘road
clearing equipment such as
bulldozers, front wheeled loaders,
duritp trucks, ete. . AWithin one
rionth after the drsaster itself the
fesponse of the offici na! overseas
relief and: developmen agency of
the Amierican Bishops er\compasses

, ,i,_ sprOgram is “the fertrlrze and use modern. farmmg 6,324 tons. of supplies and services
1t%s P way of .msurrng Imethods as wel! asteachmg about

valued at more. thaps$4.5 mrlhon ”
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