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I c o u n t among^our l igreatestb less ings i n jour f 

d jocese f r je Houses o f Prayer and "centers for 
n,ewal that; a re ava i lab le t o a l l o f irs- ,J 

_ ^ „ H n roy Pastoral Le t te r o f last 
November* f pa id spec ia l 
t r i bu te t t o our. 'ded ica ted „ 
religious] Who s t a f f s these 
f a c u l t i e s ^ a n d - w h o s o ' 
gen je rous l y f p r o v i d e S-opr, 1 

port-unit ies f o r ou r sp i r i t ua l 
groyf th - ~~- K . ^ 

4 w r i t e th is c o l u m n f r o m ^ 
Notre Djame., Retreat House i 
o n a" hjtll o v e r l o o k i n g t h e % 
beauty o f God's nature t ha t 
we ca l l jCanar ida igua-Xake I i 
am en joy n i g e race-f 11 led, days 

- that sp i r i tua l wr i ters h a v e -* 
c a l l e d a 'd »sert e x p e r i e n c e ' There is n o t h i n g th is i 
n i gh t t h a t resembles aj desert physically^, Tb/e J 
snows are b l o w i n g and d r i f t i ng and' theT~wrnd-
c f i i l l fac tor i s ^ r & o r d e d l a s H S 0 be low z e r o , bu t 
there 'is peace land q u i e t f and a sacred oasis 
rfemoved f r o m the (cOnfi is ion a n d t u r b u l e n c e o f 

' aj w o r l d t ha t seek i f j t o d is t ract us f r o m our inner 
self and t he S p i r i t / w h p ' i s t h e St i l l Po in t and 
cjertter o f p i i r be ing 

For 35 years- the "Rejdemptonst .Fathers have 
p rov ided a haven w h i c h has^proven toibe fo r so 
many a ^ leaven on flarthI This is t h e th i rd 
l oca t i on in thef d iocese fb r the i r aposto la te 
wh i t i h has t o u c h e d thej ' l ives o f count less men 
and w o m e n who 1 have c o m e here t o exper ience 
t he love o f t he Lord Jpsusj for t h e m and w h o 
have re tu rned h o m e s t o share t h a t exper ience 
w i t h the i r f am i l i es and f r iends 

have before m e a repor t w h i c h shows a 
g row ing i n te res t . a n d | s e n s i t i v i t y among~^our 
p e o p l e f o r t he need t o " c o m e apart and rest 
awhi le ' 7 as t h e Lord Jesus d i d t o discern The w i l l 
b f t hs F a i h e r i A n d He urged H i s d isc ip les t o 
f o l l o w His example I f tljley washed t o know s wha t 
the Fathei w f l l ed fo r t h e m ' F o r t he sixth c o n 
secut ive year t h e numbers o f men mak ing 
retreats have shown a steady increase Last year 

, J l , 7 2 6 ^ m e t i ^and 4 7 2 ^ | v o m e o w e r e sp i r i tua l l y 
r ' r e t y p e d , Y f No t re D a m e on Weekend retreats 

j^^F.v.sfyv 

^And, •P*W: 
•activit ies ~ 
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Christ inas 
t i m e Tt JS 

peop le £came 1 he,re f o r a" var ie ty o f 
r^ workshops , seminars, days* o f 

l e c t i c n , leadership' t r a in ing sessions 

frprp o ther Christ ian denom ina t i ons 

have c o m e in ever increasing numbers, fo r , 
* sp i r i tua l renewa l A n d t h e p o s t e d schedule? o f ' 
- monthly activities often includes groups Ironi 
- secular] co l lege facu l t ies ^and execut ives ' ; jof r 

- industr ies They"appreciate n o t on l y the v a l i j t e o f 
' a p lace conduc i ve t o serious c o n c e n t r a t i o n , -
* jaway f r o m the d is t ract ions o f ho te l o r m o t e l , 

accommoda t i ons where they have t rad i t i ona l l y 
„ ,held~their meet ings , bu t also the va lue of t h e 

- sp i r i tua l d i rec t i on o f fered here at Not re DafneJ 
w h i c h br ings a new v is ion t o the i r w o r k \ •. • 
• i y '.••'. -

1 Father, T o m Schmid t , the n e w Rector sojf 
No t re D a m e , has shared w i t h m e his drearmfpj f 
th is year o f ou r nat ion 's B icen tenn ia l a n d 
.Eucharlst jc Congress The d ream is t o reacKj.,a, 

s. h e w h igh in retreatants Bu t he adds " J M 
d ream, of course, is h o t numbers fo r the sake of 

* numbers , b u t rather tha t the Jife, the j oy , a n d t h e "• 
peace o f Jesus w i l l f l o w even more abunr fanf jy 
in t h e church — the peop le o f G o d I sense m o r e . 
and more today the real hunger a m o n g peop le 
for the Lord In a w o r l d o f seemingly no val 'u je i 
in a - w b r l d o f_ insecur i ty , peop le are con tused , 

. depressed, pressured But there is Jesus and''"Mis 
good news. His love In the Lord w e f i n d peace ; 

* in t he Lord w e f i n d s t rength , in t he Lord w e f i i n p 
j oy , f i n t he Lord w e f i n d secur i ty , in the Lord jyje 
f i n d values and purpose A n d w e - f i n d th is On a 
retreat '\ ~ ~ - > ' ' -'r [ 

Father Schmid t v iews a retrept as "a time^fjo 
step aside and away f r o m t h e World t o receiyie 
Jesus, t o hear hhs'message, t o be renewed a n d 
s t rengthened, t o advance ou t i n to the worId*5,p 
tha t w e can be wha t we are, and l ive w h a t w p 
bel ieve. Through m a n y beau t i f u l renewal 
movements m the chu rch today , such as tbje 
C h a r i s m a t i c r e n e w a l , M a r r i a g e , Encounter . / 
Cursi l lo the Better W o r l d M o v e m e n t Teen 

,. Seminar many have f o u n d the love of C o d f o r 
t h e m and have exper ienced their response o f 
love for the Lord This love and joy is deepened 
and renewed and st rengthened th rough a 
r e t r e a t " i 

T h e "1975 repor t f r o m Not re Dame i s r n o ^ t 
encourag ing I t ref lects the basic hunger that 
in the" heart o f al l o f us The w o r l d offers manjy 
promises f o r joy and peace A l l o f t h e m ane 

.- decept ive I thank G o d t h a t rhore and m o r e 
have begun to unmask th is d e c e p t i o n There a ie 
many more w h o need to exper ience the Lord 
Jesus t h rough a retreat I refer especia l ly to" t r ie 
6P parishes m the d iocese w h o have n o t p a ' 
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Sexiial Mo 
W e are st i l l in ! the beam o f l i gh t w h i c h , f r o m 

the ce lebra t ion o f tne ^ lo ly 1 Year , c o n c l u d e d "at 
'-'—-— last m o n t h , \f proiec'ted on f lee t ing^ 

d raw ing away c r f rono log ica l l y f r o m 
11 tha t j ' re l ig ious and morar -
,, event, but it takes with it, not 
,, ( as a fad ing m e m o r y , b u t as a 

* shaft ,of l i gh t tha t is w iden ing 
in a i jwor ld o f shadoyvs and 
con fused g l immers , t p e , n e w 
ano1, { s t ra igh t pa th f b r our 
present a n d fu tu re course, t o 
which! w e have g iven a t i t l e 
pregnantsWith meamrjgs and 
programmes the civilization 
o f lojve Yes/ ^ e w o u l d l ike 
the ch ron i c le o f these days 
f o l l o w i n g , t h e Moly Year, .as 
w e l l as the h is tory iof t he 
years i t p c o m e , t o be 

charac te r i zed by th is power fu l and a n i m a t i n g 
cu r ren t o f evange l ica l l ove , red iscovered, 
r ek ind led l>y renewal^ a n d reconc i l i a t i on , o f 
wFVich t h e Holy Year n«is g iven us-some happy 
exper ience > 

BiTt the "nora l jsoc ia l iand po l i t i ca l cond i t i ons 
*m w h i c h r i e n are noty,. involved, a t d i f f e ren t 
powi ts o f f he w o r l d , seem t t o con t rad i c t our 

^Cand id , o p t i m i s e presage, and t o d a s h jts" hope> 
a t o n t e . l h e ea r th i^ ts jcored by p rob lems , 
Agi ta t ions •£ n d con fhe ts i w h i c h cer ta in ly d o h o t 
f o reshadow c i v t l i r a t i on and love , b u t rather 
sent iments ' and resolut ions o f hat red arjd war 

, ' So f r o m t h e sp in tua j o o i n t o f v iew w e mus t 
t a k e a star i r j a t - o n c e JShall w e r e n o u n c e our 
des i red c i y l i za t i on o f {love as. i nnocen t b 4 t 
f o o l i s h i n « nuousness? JOF shal l w e rea f f i rm i t 

» w i t h daun t l e is w i l l? V * p - w e m u s t r e a f f i r m ^ l t 
w i t h a h e w « w a r e n e ^ s ^ o e w energy I t is not -an 

Notaii 
Remarks made by Pope PauJ 
general audience 

VI at a recent 

' t i | | p a t ^ j i n t he blessings o f No t re Darne,. 1976 
' "wi,fi mark a^sihcere e f fo r t t o b r ing fhe message to 

them,' { 

• > ! " ^ - v > " ' *" ' :"'-'- * ^-' I ' / * ] • 
: I" t hank "God f o r the grace b f these days of 

- p^acejand'sj lence'-at No t re D a m e apart f r o m the 
" hect ic ' and exhaust ing pace o f da i ly schedules, 1 

had b e g u n t o sense the eros ion o f m y spi r i t in 
response- to t h e demands^ made u p o n rr ieiJLrfe 
hap seemed" t o b e c o m e " sdund and ; : ; f u ry 
s j ^n i f y i ngno th i ng . ' - A l l t he ac t i v i t y seembjd so -
julsfif ied b'ectause 1 became l u l l ed , i n t o be l i ev ing 
tha t rrjiy^ busyness'^was d e v o t e d t o ' t h e businjejss o f 
do ing ; the 'Load 's w o r k ' ^ - His .w i l l . [•[.', 

v. 1 am; jcon.v inced more t h a n eV£r t h a t i f 
aij iyone is t o ' m e e t G o d w i t h i n h is h e a r t / h e j n u s t . 
learn t o s i lence his hea r t . G o d ' has sjpbken 
th rough - the Psalmist ; " B e s t i l l , and k n o w j t h a t I 
! m Q p d ' . Ps '46: i0" He. cal ls us in to a s i lence o f 
t he hear t where a l l a r t i f i c ia l i t y c rumb les ! and 

"new. ip iV i f i la l powers deve lop as t h e Sjdiflit o f 
God-lists His l i g h t o f t r u t h reveal ou r t rue delves, 
our s in fu lness a n d no th ingness - i t a l lowstus f o 
stand e m p t y be fo re t h e r ichness of Gbef; a 

.beggar w i t h n o t h i n g t o c o m m e n d ourselves. 
/S i l ence teaches u i ? t h a t w e mus t learn t o l|sten 

" befprfe G o d reveals 'Himsel f t o us. In s\l 
'haye' lbeen' p r a y j n ^ th is "week the w o r d s . 
p rophet Sami |e l ; "Speak, Lord^ y o u r servl 
l i s te r i ing" 1 :S |mue l 3:9. 

I 1 w a n t t o 'express m y gra t i tude t o aljl w h o 
wprk t o p rov ide t h e r i ch exper ience o f jNpt re 
p lame f o r , pu r pjepple.. i t h ink .espec ia l l y o f t he 
re l i gMu* . s ta f f Who have been such: g r l b i o u s 
hosts ' to-aj ] l o f us -^ Fathersj.Tom Schmidfejapd 
Denn is 'Fo ley j A r t W y a t t , and B r o t h e r L l r | y . | . 1 ,-
i nc lude als'p those w h o work" beh ind the ' | c%n#s ' 

: in a variety;o^f capac i t ies -^ t h e members :pf t he ' 
Speaker^ Bureau a n d ' t h e Parish Leader$i iWho 
p romote^ tpe w o r k ; ' N o r a Su l l i van , " cook i ^ and 
housekeeper, who. has been w i t h Notre. ' Darh£ ' 
f r o n x t h e b;egir ining; Spphla Ha l l arid K a t i l e f n 
y lenna j [ s ,e f retaries);. jiurie I ng ram ( c h i e f ' : e ] o k ) ; 
Neva M o m , Noel 'Sten^zel and Elsie Bar th a fbma 
(cooks;).,"^.Tjheresa Stasky and He len Hiirriey ^ 
(housekeepers) ; H o w a r d bu t te r rand ' G e o r g e 
H o f f m a n and Bob Ab raham ( m a i n t e n a n c e K a n d 
seven .,tee.nag^fe>fc6.rn. .the area w h o seivp as 
waitresses^ God. bless a l l o f thern \icti t he 
gen^rous^hac ing o f the i r gifts t h a t makes M o t r e 
D a m e such ,a ' sp lend id real i ty i n the Rfe pi t he 
Ghurc l j i . o f . Rochester, i , . 

famous ' Cathedra l , whose highest: p innac le 

•i l lusory irert ic ism t ha t guides t̂ s i t is a con 
scious wiHof the destiny reserved for those who 
m a k e soc ia i love, char i t y , t he i r p r io r i t y c o m 
m i t m e n t The des t iny is t h e Chr is t ian ba t t le , i t i ; 
the clash with persistent and j renascent dif 
f i cu l t ies ,The love t o w h i c h w e refer is no t i 
p leasant j i d y l l , i t is n o t an a u t o m a t i c can 
ce l la t ion o f d i f f i cu l t i es , w h i c h thle very progress 

, o f m a n k i n d causes"and accentuates It is Ceri-
t a i n j v ' n o t d i rec ted t o a techn ica l ,and congenitaj l 
struggle with the development of human 
p h e n o m e n a I t a ims at peace, i t amis at 
ferotherhdod, i t a ims , " we we're say ing , at 
c i v i l i za t i on W e can repeat t h e inc is ive words of 
t he anc ien t a n d magn i f i cen t Ignat ius o f A n j 

" t i p c h , in his l e t te r t o theJEphesians " n o t h i n g i is 
be t te r than peace , in w h i c h ^every w a r is 
d i s s o l v e d " Yes, b u t i t is a ques t ion prec ise ly "of 
an ac t i ve and courageous peace, such ^ ' * t h e 
peace ani f r ia ted by char i t y , n o t o f a stat ic anc, 
t i m i d peace - " ' ',}•-••• -;~: 

I f w e have unders tood th i s , w e can rea l ize 
the^hat l i re o f t he c i v i l i za t i on tha t w e w o u l d l ike. 
t o * a r i s e i r o m j p v e , a c i v i l i za t i on w h i c h , precisely] f 
because i t or ig inates in love f o r m a n k i n d and|-
stnves t o let i t en joy the blessed experience^ wi l j l j 
h a v e t o a i m a t seeking a n d " a f f i r m i n g t h e . t r i j e ; 
a n d comp le te "va lues o f l i f e , even thoughVtha t r 

raises i ncomprehens ion , d i f f icu j | :y and pp- f 
pos i t i on t o t h e w ise and jaenerous under tak ing . , 

s W o u l d y o u - l i k e an example? 4 lt is p rov i ded : 
for us by a very sad a n d s ign i f i can t ep isode. T h e 
ep isode o f w h i c h t h e papers have spoken these 
d a y s / t h e unseemly an<JL sacr i legious i nvas ion , 
by r o w d y p e o p l e , o f t h e Cathedra l of M i l a n , o u r 

.bears! 

:3n:C 

alof i t he ! "M,ad onn iha'", t he f i gure o f .the- > /ir0 n-
| ;Motfeef o f ̂ Chr is t , t he symbo l o f the triunnjiph o f 
; t h e po l y W o m a n "species cast i tat is et 
v i r tut is i " , as St. Ambrose.says ( D e Vi rg in lbu is , 11, 
2 j . W h a t p r o m p t e d this inc red ib le 
deplorable demonstration? .It has been 
bee'a jse t h e Churchy is .opposed t o abtitTtion, 
b e c a i s e the Church has re-emphas ize^ i t he 
norn^s o f heXsexual mo ra l i t y , Unbel ievabl fe i f 6 u t 

" th is is w h a t is sa id ; \>], 

Wef t , precisely With regard t o the l og i c o f t h e 
" c i v i l i z a t i o n o f l o v e " , w e w i l l - request y o u t o 
think; a b o u t o n e o f t h e aspects o f th i s 
c i v i l i za t i on ; ' wh i ch o u r t imes needs sp b a d l y a n d 
generally, austerity of moralsl That isf the" 
defense and p r o m o t i o n ^ f t he t rue va lues 6 | l i f e , 
l ove Mnd happiness, Th is des i red a u s t e m y o f 
mdrals is n o t an o u t d a t e d moral l ism, ?t is Hot a 
so-cal led t a b o o , i n to l e rab le t o d a y , i t is n o t an 
au thor i ta r ian and i l l eg i t ima te repression. 4Read 
the d b c u m e n t — the b u t t o f cer ta in in t rad tab le 
.movements o f p y b l t c o p i n i o n . — |wh ich has jbeen 
pubMherd in these d?iys b y ou r 6ong rega t i qp f o r 
t h e Q o c t r i n e o f t h e Faith ( t h e successor cjf t h e 
o l d H o l y ' O f f i c e ) , and e n t i t l e d , f r o m its f i r s t 
wo rds Persprta H u m a n a . You w i l l see, e m e r g i n g 
frprft i i t , t h e w ise and p rov iden t love of. t he 
Chur<ih, a tfue m o t h e r a n d teacher , c o m p l e t e l y 
b e n t o n the ' r e c o g n i t i o n ' o f t he values o f l i f e ; 
analysed by sc ience, h i s to ry and pedagogy , 
d e f i n e d by the ' B ib te w i t h d i v i n e , i ne f fab le 
ce r ta ih ty . fn te r r i re ted a n d cOnf i r rned b y t h e 
Mag i s t e f i um o f jthe Chu rch . ! 

, ^ 
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T h e " c i v i l i z a t i o n o f l o v e " , hjas in th is 
d o c u m e n t a page o f h u m a n and Chr is t ian 
apo log ia , w h i c h ho lds o u t g o o d hope f o r i t s 
f u t u r e . 
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