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‘ed in the blessmgs of Notre Dame. 1976
rk a: smcere effort to brmg the messz;ge to
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i thank God 7for the grace ‘of these days of
o~ péace and silence at Notre Dame apart frora the
" hectic and exhausting pace of daily schedu
had begun to sense the efgsion of my spint m
reéponse £o.the demands. made upon me. i Lif¢
" had-.seemed to -become  “scund and; ;fury
L _,.,; 3 gntfylng nothing.” All the activity seeméd 50+
F tified because | becamé lulled into bel ievin
, hat my busyness was devoted to the bu51 ‘; S ¢
. domg the”Lord’s work — Hxs wdl i

1 am ccmvmced jore _than éver t4
anyone is to meet God ithin hls heart,'h must
‘léarn to_silence his heart. God- has sboken
t rough ithe Psalmist;” “Be still, and knowjth
" am God”. P5'46%10. He, calls us into a sile ce of
the heart where all artificiality crumblés
“new spiritual powers develop as the Sy et of
God lets His light of ‘truth reveal our true’ elves
our sinfulness and nothmgness it allow,s
esus and H;ls' : nd. empty |before  the richness of Gpd a
peace; - beggar with ‘othm;g to .commend ourselves.
.. Silence teaches us, that we must learn to I;sten
ré Is Himself to us. In sxlqnce 1
““Have ‘been pr';ymg this ‘week the Waords bf the
prophet Samuel: Speak Lord, your serv?ﬁt Jis
hstemng" 1: S?muel 3: 9 , , ' ‘
1

1 want to ‘express my gratltude to al who
work to- provide the rich experience of j\l‘pﬁe
Dame| for our people. 1 think .especially ¢f thi
refigidus s‘taff who have been such grv,lc'ious
hosts ito-all of us — Fa’chersr Tom Schmi .
Dennis - l-oley, Art Wvyatt, and ‘Brother ; .
include alsp those who work behind the 4€

" in a variety-of capacities —-the membe;s the‘
Speakers. Bureau and the Parish. Leaders| who
promote; the work;” Nora Sullwan,*coo +and:
housekeeper who: has been with ‘Notre |Dame “
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', an y e
beautiful renewel
itoday, such . as- the -

r. many have found the love of God for
-al ave expenenced their response of
& for the Lord. This love and joy is deepened. i
ed. and, St’e"gthengd through ,J front the beginning; Sophia Hall and- Kathleen
- : : Vienna.[secretaries); June Ingram (chjef &0 ok),
Neva Moﬁ_ Noel'Stenzel and Elsie Barthbloma
" fcooks), ,ﬁheresa Stasky nd Helen V.:trrr]ey
Lhousekeepers) Howard Sutter and * leorge
iHoffman and Bob Abraham (mamtenancs )i-and.
Iseven. teenagers_vfmm the area who se ve as.
| waitresses: - God, bless all of them fari the
- | generousisharing of their gifts that makes N
! Dame sucﬁh a splendid reality m the i’fe
hL'rch oj Roches,ter, :
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- sloft the;"Madonnm *, the figure of the Virgin-

4 fMother of Christ, the symbol of the tnunq bh of
“"the holy | Woman- * “species castitatis et Qrma
v:rtu\hé” as St. Ambrose. says (De Virgini u;s, i1,
'), What prompted this incredible| ‘and
.deplorable demonstration? It has been!, pald
because the Church. is opposed to aboqtlon,
"becalise the -Church  has re-emphasized, the
_norms of her, sexual morahty Unbehevablg’] But
this- 5 what is sald '

‘ famous Cathedral whose hxghest pmnacle jéafsﬁ- )
3
i

‘ Weﬁ precrsely wuth régard to the]og:c of the.
“civilization of. love”, we will ‘requiest yqu to

o 5&55 E lthmk about one of the aspects of . this

ra  daying, civilization, which our times needs sp badly and.

& ln]ClSlve words o generaily, austenty of -morals. .That xs the

Ignatius of An. ense and promotion.of the true values &f life,
‘ns- nothmg '* 1ove dnd happiness. This desired at steqﬂf of
~ ! morais is not an-outdated moralism, 1t is hot a
P so-cajled taboo, intolerable today, it is not an
Iauth ritarian and illegitimate repression. ‘Read.
document — the butt of certain intractable

" movéments of public opinion —iwhich has ;been ‘
: publis hed in these.days by our Congregatian for
1 the Doctrine of the Faith {the successor df he
‘ old Holy- Office), and . entitled, from its f%rst
wordé ‘Persona Humana. You will see, emerging

" from 'it, the wise and provident love o{ the
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“+Churdh, a tfue mother and teacher, complete
+. bent on the: recbgnmon of the values o life;
“analyked by science, history and pedagogy,
- defined by the! Bible with diving, -inef able'
" certainty, interpreted and confurrhed by the
Magnsterium of ,the Church
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The c:vnhzetlon of love" g has in - thi's’ |
“document a_ page of human anp Chnstlan
?pgjlogla whlch holds out good hope or .lts

- future,
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