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To welcome a New Year rsr o embqac te‘
future 1976 is still fresh and new to us, fl}ll of
possrbllrtres and hope The same|must be said of
*the ecumen cal

- which is still'ip its y uth, It)is
" little more than %n years

‘now since we first psed
[ our owh - rdle asLRom n
i Catholrcs in | the quest or

Christian unity. The' 'Fathers
.of the Sedond.

chapter “for | us wrth the

publication of the Decree on

" Ecumenism.

moment of grace |,

| brave acceptance of the
ahead to W land . . . as yet Qnvisited, and it
ends on|a no }fl of 'openness to the Spirit’s fead.
The hope rs at these early initiatives will “go

Providence dnd without pre]udgrng the future
rnsprratlons of the Holy Spirit.”

As we plllnge into the New Year-it is fitting
that we affirm-our own personal commitinent to
this struggle” lnto the future. Again this yeal, W
mark the |Week ‘of Prayer for Chrrsttan i
anuary 18- 2{ The theme of this year's

celebratign is, “We shall be like Him.” It is ta e y
from the beaudiful passage of John in whr ' He
*| speaks of|the Tovie which banishes fear‘ (l)ﬁte
. we are afrai offi the future to whrch lGo
pointing ys. But jJohn assures us, “Wesage Zod
children: |what we shal# be has not yet been
disclosed |but we-know that when it is dxscl‘ose
we shall be like Hrm because we shall see. Hir

" as He is.] ( Jn 32 ,‘

Some}imes the- trials and tensions| ol th
I ’

)
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Following is sthe:‘nnual Urbi et Orbi messa%

'delivered.. by Pope Paul VI on Christmas| Da

: e r

“Lrsten | bring'you news of great joy,a royh t' -
be shared by the whole people. Today .
saviour has been born to you; he is Chrrst th'e

Lord” (Lk 2:10).

We make our ¢owr
angel’s words that resounded
on. that blessed night of the
bifth of Jesus in Bethléhe
and- we launch -these wor s

. - again in the world. Yes t ea,,-

- birthday of Christ is {co

- tinually renewed in trm
And from the moment that

this incomparable even
which was . prepared, fgr

centuries in the mind of God

- (cf. Eph 1:4), appeare

the dial of histery- tk
succession,  of - human
happenr gs finds herein_ its universal d. srgatv

Here ltd scovers its permanent meaning; here
lsearchesmto its final destinies: In the overall
plan of the human race the birthday of the Lord.
makes a perennial date; and-the Church in
, solar cygle not only does well to celebrat
" distant memory of tha srngular and inetfal
-occuirerice — the coming of the very
Wordi'of God among men, himself a man}
is, the Incarnation — byt she does well to
its o] g-since acquired |relevance; the e
still the homeland. of Chirist, of the Son o
who has become the Son of Man. Although
withdrawn from the life of our senses,
nevertheless remains asthe object of our t rele

search, our jinexhaustible happiness, our
defectrble wartlng for him.at the end of tinje. He‘

remains inisilénce and humility but in reality,las -
in the Crib, with us and for us. He stated this,- .

categoncally at the moment when he ldft the
experimental scene of this world and when he
-promised: “And* know that I am with you
always yes to the end of time”’ (Mt 28, 20).
: Chrrstmas the stupendous mystery of qhe
"Incarnatton the feast of Emmanuel, oF God

n;rhvement ,

atlcanl'
Council &pened new. .

It was ‘,rtrtrly a
D

future. The docume t looks .

forward without: obstructing the ways of Drvme N

. Chap. I, #5) ~ ; -;

neratlon

- e grrtrm ate _
it is a satrsfymg and definitive . for-

~ clamation:

t.".' .
i

PJO

_

ll |
|

| i
By ?rsh;p

! ' i

¥
g

,present blind us to thé progress made and The
, poss brlr{tres sl:r,ll ahead of us. Adult Educat on
courses, sogial action, prayer, pulpit exchanges
sharing .of facrlrtres ministerial asSocratrops'

living room |alogues, committees ' of evgsry T
gvariety, covle

nanted parishes, ecumenrcal
agencies of all sorts, semrnary clusters . . . all
these have happé;red iover the past ten vyears.

Yet, despite,all this there are still srgns of our hld .
habl s of isglation and apathy. It is always easr ro

to live with those who share our insights and ¢
traditions. It is also easier to leave ecurnenigm
to someone else . . . to 'the ”professronal :
"’Leave it to the experts; don’t bother us is the
cry of both|laity and clergy. When we look at

accomplished in the name of unity,

qur efforts
to date see‘ ) ‘

" the rpad strl%nahead of us, at the wqu still to be . |

very humble
Ecumen sm is not the concern of ecumenrsts
alone, any more than. health is the concern only
of physrcrans Unity | musq be
thinking, part of our, constant hppe for the
futurer Ecumemsm is central to {)
mrssron and everyone imust lbe\”"ba t of the ac
<ion. The CFuncrl Fathers made thrs clear

”The concern for rest@rmg umty* myolves th
whole Churhh falthful and lergy alike! It: e
tends to evbryone accordmg -to th‘—“t*alent ofy
each, whether it be exercrsed rm,darly1 Chrrstran
Irvmg or in theologrcal and! historical studresl
Thrs concern ' itself alread reveals to. some
extent the bond of brotherho /exrrstrng among.
all Christians, .and it leadsr toward full ancl

, His krndness wills.” (Decree on Ecumenrsmlr
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The ecumenical mOvement has. comt a Iohg
vay. ‘There are. many posrtrve srgns of health and
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'nohg us (cf. Mt T, 23) marks the rebrrth of

ience of man (that is, human interest) to the
ience of God (that is, to the contemplatron of
the Divinel | Being), Christmas has
stopping point in our,

a
h
u
key to interpretation. And for us, the:sons and
d
S¢C
o

here. a
sprrrtual
‘iourney:
ulation: in.the coming of Christ into the world
there is salvatlon His narhe is Jesus'and it means
Saviour (cf: Mt 1, 21). And this name of Jesus
"Christ, Saviour of the world is hence resplendent
as a standard hoisted over the face of the earth,

of ‘the peoples of the earth, which
named after Saint .Peter, we shal
proclamation still be heard: outsideé of “Jesus
Christ, “there is sa,lvatron in no one else, for
there is - no other name under .
among men by which Ve must be saved” (Acts
4 12) ‘ ;

and at every time of human life. From t;js forum -

Jesus Jesusl The person who has a(’se,:epted
and under?tood Chrrstmas bursts forth in ex-

salvation, you are truth, you are strength you

- are. happrness you are glory you are the life of
" the world! “For'you alone are the Holy One, you
. alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most Hrgh

Jesus Chrrst”‘ This wrll be our exclamation as the
People of God celebrates in song the holy
nysteries of the Mass ‘ :

i But he%\t‘he joyous Christmas proclamation
stirs up a new drama — a drama in which we are

ll involved, as Saint Paul vigorously reminds us:
“ who' has believed what he has heard from

Us?” who has accepted our proclamation of the -

C}ood Nevys? ‘ » -

D&es the overwhelming uproar of a
‘thousand voi¢es that fill the atmosphere of
modern life with the powerfully amplified words
of  the renowned means of social com-

, * munjcation, or the attracting fascination of the
images and sounds which transfers the language '
of the realm of thought to that of the senses, or

- iChurch.

art . of our-

he! Churchs:

l“

‘| thel foremost demands the Spirit r‘Eakes of the

perfect umt\/ in accordance with what -God: in .

lbe Hlike l,—llm!." (1n. 3:2)-

o

Hearin

stary. Here our faith has its hinge; here our °

hderstanding of the human enigma has itsonly ’

aughters of a world predrsposed to prefer the .

rightly -
let his
" seems to u

. equally authentic an
heaven given"

l'}érevelatron and renewal.

. that they
Jesus, you are the Christ, you are .
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“ruture

growth T lS padt Summer the Vaticd
Secretarrat or the’ Promotron of Christian L%m A
teleased "a very "hopeful text on Loc
'Ecumemsm(luly7 1975) It speaks of a gro@vr -
5 pressure of ‘the ecumenical movement whr
jmor { and ore compels Christians to dialogug,
common |prayer, practrcal collaboratron A
common witness.” The document ‘reviews
many.forn‘ ecumenrsm has’ taken around
world an nderlrnes the role of the

- | s
, "’EcumerLsm on the local level is a prrmrary
element of the ecumenical situation as a w

It is not |s icondary nor merely derrvatrv lt

its task is a wider oné than merely qmplementmg
worldwide "ecumenical directives on a %mall

i scale" (”Lo al Ecumenrsm” July 1975 Chap 2),

@ur search for Chrrstran unity.isj a contirjuing
pilgrimage u%rt A new.land. We mugt respedt the.
past but we caginot forget'the goal still ahead of .
us.| To; k the journey by ourselyes: ‘would
indeed be a fgarful und\ertakrng but welhave the
promise Q
lea:ls us into the tuture wrth allits rrskk
. 1The1976 Week of Player for Chrrstran Jnity
affords usa special time of grace. l| cdl upen all

.'God’s People in the Church of Rochester to

seize this opportunity. Christian unity|is ope of

ichdrches today. May the, Week of!Prayer serve

as a new begmnmg of ecumemcal sharing in our
parishes and comsmunities all tbrough 1976.
Together, we must welcome. the futurel. . .
“What .we shall be has not yet been discjosed
but we know that when it is disclosed we!shall
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f public opinion gnd of
hich almast insepsibly

fluence of the pressure

| political - propaganda

. deprives personal freedom of its active exercise

to substitute in its place the passivity of

Ianothers dommat«ron.—l do all,of these things

; l still allow you, Brethren wand sons and daughters,.

d
en der

to drstmgursh and to gr?sp [the-delica e,
rant

‘and true wave- length of the Spirit, the v
{vorce of Christ’s Coshel the, echio o

‘ prophetrc cry that rises rom the desert (Mt3,3)2 "

Or is.the hidden Word-that, when “truly listened
'to, resounds in thé mterlor silence of thefheart
né longier heeded? Of-is it rather feared! as it -

;t;hat one prefers to' IT'nore? -

were, and suffocated liKe the recallrng of trpth

l

ornt a=new factor enters in and it
‘indeéd i Pthrs year of grlacegto be
n

At thrs |

consoling’ someone is
. listening! Someone knows how to accept the
' proclamation of the Good News, as:a message of
Who, are these un-
foreseen and yet predestined hearers of the
secret and determrnmg Word? It se8msito us
re the youth. They are you, young
'people int whose generation is unmasked
almost with subversive impetus, the exposure of
the specious, at least insufficient, wisdomiof the
' generations that preceded you —i the
: generations that inoculated you with the in-
sanity of war for power, of materialism fas the
only justice, of pleasure as a confused attitude
toward the higher duties and destinies of life.
The emptinesss.young people, has devastated
you, and an intimate and powerful longing has
brought you back:, almost unconsciously,jto the
- sphere of an invitation thiat cannot be rejected;
“Come to me, all you who are weary and find
life burdensome and | wrll refresh you” (Mt 11,
28). -

{ AN

At thrs(pred:lse point, the drama is erther yes
ot no, for thé modern genération which has
shown that it has understood the possibility and
‘happiness of an encounter with Christ. Christ is
speaking also from his Crib in -a way that is
, unmistaka tPle, penetrating and attractive: . .
blest are they'who hear the Word of Cod and
keep lt” (Lk 11, 28)

le.r .

faces specifjc needs and situations and hds its -
_,-ovx’/n resourcfes It has an initiative ot itslown and

ne Spirit Who is always with us and .

,w\.

thé incalculable but: formidable narcotic in- -
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