
1-

E 

COURIER-JOURNAL Wednesday, December 17,1975 Page 5 

The 
Church 1974 

I A ndrew GreeleyJ 

Let's add a few more horror 
stories to the growing list of 
manifestations of anti-Catholic 
natiyism in American life. 

I tem: Richard Reeves, in his 
v i l e a t tack I on Ca l i f o rn ia ' s 
governor Jerry Brown in the New 
York Times, attributes some of 
Brown's devious pol i t ical tactics 
to his Jesuit t raining where he 
learned that " the end justifies the 
means." 

I t e m : C o l u m n i s t M a r q u i s 
Childs laments the racism of the 
" H a i l M a r y p r a y i n g " I r ish 
Catholics of South Boston. Some 
way must be found) to break 
through, the bigotry; of those 

' devout Catholics who identi fy 
their religion w i th the {defense of 

, their- neighborhood, He tells us. 
He does not bother tojadd that it 
was an Irish Catholic judge f rom a 
Boston suburb, who presumably 
says "Hai l Mary " occasionally, 
who ordered the busing; nor does 
he add that the jutjge didn't 
bother to order.busing'for his own 
neighborhood and that he and his 
neighbors are not under assault as 
are the Irish in the city. 

Item: "Chicago" editor Mike 
Creenberg, in an article in which 
he identif ies the large communi ty 
of Marquette Park w i th 200 Nazis, 
adds that on t h e ' fo l lowing 
Sunday morning the Nazis wi l l 
"receive the b lood of the Lamb." 
Of course he offers no evidence 
that any of the Nazis are in fact 
practicing Catholics or that they 
wi l l in fact receive communion 

/ the next day. But his l imousine 
/ l iberal readership hardly needs 

/ ev i dence t o c o n f i r m its 
steroeotype of the Polish and 
Lithuanian bigot. After al l , they 
have " t idy homes" and "wel l kept 
lawns" in a "neat" neighborhood, 

Mr. Creenberg tells us. What 
other evidence of fascism do you-
need? 

Item: Professor Morton.Kaplan, 
a very famous pol i t ical scientist 
at the University of Chicago, 
justifies his attendance at Rev. 
Sun M. M o o n ' s i n t e l l e c t u a l 
festival on the grounds that 
Moon's religion is no more ob
j e c t i o n a b l e than Roman 
C a t h o l i c i s m ; a|l o rgan i zed 
religion, Professor Kaplan notes, 
is kind of screwy. 

I t em: O n e of Professor 
Kaplan 's co l leagues in the 
sociology department tells .his 
students that the Pope w i l l 
change his teaching on birth 
control when Clod whispers to 
him that money pan be made on 
birth control ; that's how God 
operated, notes the Great Man, 
when he toW the Pope to change 
the Church's teaching on usury. 

Item: In the tragic Karen 
Quinlan case, the Church was 
depicted by the national TV news 
as a reactionary organization 

• t ry ing to deprive this young 
woman of her l i fe and the at
torney for Miss Quinlan as a 
crusading lawyer f ight ing the 
oppressive powers of the church. 
That the Catholic Church might 
have a liberal and humane at
t itude-on certain kinds of "mercy 
k i l l ing" is simply beyond belief. 
Nor does any of the three 
national networks make the 
slightest attempt to explain the 
mora l r a t i ona le beh ind the 
church's teaching on needlessly 
prolonging life. The spectre of the 
three black, clad priests behind 
the confused and not very af
f luent family is sufficient to 
appeal to the bigot's image of the 
working class Catholic being 
manipulated by his clergy. Who 

needs an explanation? 
Reeves , ,Ch i l ds , Greenberg , 

Kaplan, the TV reporters wou ld 
all c la im that they are not anti-
Catholic. They are just tel l ing the 
truth. Imagine trying to tell 
similar " t r u t h " about blacks or 
Jews or Chicanos or one of the 
o ther f ash ionab le m i n o r i t y 
groups. 

But the real problem is not w i th 
journalists^ columnists, professors 
and .othjer b igo ts . The real 
problem is w i th us Catholics. We 
let people get away w i th that sort 
of thing J. ' 
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gift for them would bring part ot 
the outside wor ld into their lives. 

A I Mrs. D., 80, is determined to 
* " * spend the rest of her life in the 
house in which she was born. 
Wi th most of her family now 
l iving out of t own , her days are 
long and lonely. (Any. donation 
you can make wi l l help make this 
Christmas a merry one for her. 

n c Mrs. M. is separated and on 
* ~ " Public Assistance. Two of her 
f ive children ranging in ages f rom 
6 to 11 are on disability. Recently 
her house burned and although 
ho one was hurt, many of .their 
clothes, furni ture and pos,sessieft*-
were destroyed. 

Q C Mr. and Mrs. R. are both i l l . 
0 0 . Their son works after school 
to help his parents whose only 
income is their social ' security 
check. 

Q-, Mrs. Q. receives aid for 
•* /-hersel f and f ive children — all 
girls — ranging f rom two to nine 
years old. Mrs. Q. recently un
derwent' surgery and although 
f inally home she surely needs 
some cheering' up at this holiday 
season. 

Q O The R. fami ly recently moved 
Otfcto Rochester f rom Puerto 
Rico. After several months of 
unemployment Mr. R. has f inally 
found a job but it hardly meets 
the needs for his wi fe and eight 
chi ldren, ages 2 to 12. 

o Q Mrs. D is a mother wi th two 
Oil . children This family is in 
need of everything. Mother has 
had problems, been hospitalized, 
is on welfare and trying to make a 
home for herself and chi ldren. 

«w| Mrs. T. is elderly lady wi th 
5*1* two grown retarded chi ldren, 
a son 33 and a daughter 38. Their 
means of support is S. S. I. The 
mother .is i l l and this fami ly 
would be grateful for help to 
make their hol iday a pleasant 

O^ Mrs. S. recently moved to our, 
H I . area f rom out of town. The 
husband left the fami ly, mother 
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and' tt iree children now on 
welfare. Their house is sparsely 
furnished. 

Q~ Mrs. S. is a senior cit izen of 90 
««uon Social Security l iv ing alone 
in Rochester 's inner c i t y . 
Recently she was robbed by two 
men who forced their way into 
her apartment whi le she was 
there. Luckily she was not hurt, 
but the men took several prized 
possessions — even mail recently 
received from relatives in" Italy. 

- ^ Mr. and Mrs. F. are both on 
S o . disability because of 
e m o t i o n a l and p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
problems. They have lived in the 
same house 'since .they were 
married 20 years ago. It is the 
only home they have known 
together and has become a haven 
of security and peace. Now, they 
are being evicted because ' the 
bui lding has been condemned. 
The situation has caused a great 
deal of pain and anxiety for Mr. 
and Mrs. F. they feel alone and 
afraid. They do not want to move 
nor understand why they have to. 

QA Mrs . Grace M's husband 
SWb deserted her and their two-

year-old son. She is on her own 
and cannot f ind employment. 
She has been try ing to get 
assistance but her case is pen
ding. She has had to depend on 
friends and neighbors for han
douts There have been times in 

_ the last few weeks when there 
was only bread and coffee for her 
and her chi ld. 

Q— Mrs. S. is a mother of eight 
IK)-chi ldren, on assistance wi th 
her husband in the V.A. Hospital. 
Wi th the size of the family she 
often finds her family going 
wi thout enough food or money 
for fuel and other necessities. 

n c Mr. B. on SSI is chronically il l 
" " • a n d alone, who before he 
came to this agency often was 
not able to look after his own 
needs. His personal l i fe situation 
often deteriorated to one of 
neglect and illness. He lives alone 
and'often feels the loneliness of a 
senior c i t izen, il l and passed by, 
by a busy wor ld . 

i 

_ _ Mrs. P. on SSI w h o is raising 
3 / .he r_ two grandchildren due to 
the death of their mother, has just 
suffered a heart attack, She. is in 
the hospital! and is expected to be 
there for some t ime. Her grand
children are being looked after 
temporari ly by a neighbor. This 
small faVnily wi l l be separated for 
th enext few weeks, and Mrs. P. 
because of her illness has. suf
fered great concern as to tfieir 
futiiire security together as - a_ 
family. 

n o Mrs. SW and her children are 
-***-on publ ic assistance. She has 
just had several ser ious 
operations due to cancer. In spite 
of iher suffering and illness she 
has primari ly concerned herself 
w i th the wel l being of her 
chi ldren. 

- - • M r . T. came to Rochester 
99Jfrom Puerto Rico. He ex
pected to stay w i th a brother unt i l 
he could f ind work. However, 
because of an unexpected crisis 
Mr. T. -is not able to stay wi th his 
brother. He is not employed or 
receiving any kind of income. He 
is I depending on strangers for 
handou t s . He c a n n b t speak 
English and cannot reael or wri te. 
He is alone, 'stranded and needs 
much help. 

_ _ Mrs. H., a mother qf four, has 
lUy.been in and out of the 

hospital for the past year w i th 
cancer. Recently she had a brain 
fiemmorhage and for several days 

"*was cri t ical. She came home for a 
-few days but now is hospitalized 
wi th new complications.' 

Holiday Hours 
The Main Office at 89 East Avenue will close 

Wednesday, December 24, at 12 noon in ob
servance of the Christmas holiday. Regular hours 
will resume Monday, December 29. j 

The Bull's Head and Hudson Avenue offices 
will close Wednesday,, December 24, ati 1 PM and 
Will reopen Friday, December 26, from 9 AM to-6 
PM. They also will be! open on Saturday, Decem
ber 27, from 9 AM to 1 PM. 

Emergency service is always available, 24 hours 
a day, by calling 546-1100. I 
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