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ons 
Some Happy 
To Be Deaf 
Editor. \ 

__ This is in regard t o Bishop 
Hogan's ^Pastoral Perspective of 
Nov. 26. Wh i le I agree whole
heartedly w i th a great deal of his 
prayer of thanks, there were some 
ideas included in i t I do not fu l ly 
agr£e w i t t y To be thankfu l for not 
being bl ind and not being deaf is 
indeed a great g i f t t o express 

• thanksgiving for. 

HOWEVER, I j e e l that on 
behalf o f those in~the area who 
are either b l ind or deaf or bo th 
that they wou ld strongly disagree 
that sight and hearing are wor th 

thanks and somehow lack of 
these gifts do not occur to some 
as a gift for wh ich thanks is given. 
1 know many deaf who wou ld 
never want to hear — silence is a 
gift they cherish. 

Please remember: We are all 
deaf to people at t imes! W e are 
all b l ind at t imes! 

I also truly enjoy the liturgical 
series of writ ings that have oc
curred in the past few weeks. As a 
lector, I f i nd i t very informative! 
At this t ime of year,, let us give 
thanks t o the L6rd foil each other 
as we are '— regardless of if we 
can truly see or hear! 

Rosemary Sherman 
24 Hilltop Drive 

North Chili, N.Y. 14514 

Capitol Letters 
The Nat ional Right t o Life Committee in Washington has an

nounced tha t the subcommit tee o f the House Judiciary Commit tee on 
Const i tut ional and Civi l Rights (Chairman, Rep. Don Edwards D-Cal.) 
w i l l begin hearings on a Human l i f e Amendment t o the Uni ted States 
Const i tut ion on Jan. 7 and 8, 1976. 

Rep. Donald Mi tchel l (R-31-N.Y.) has been of great assistance in 
properly organizing the Housejaaarings. Please thank Mr. Mi tche l l and 
Mr. Edwards for their efforts ITi br inging about these hearings and let 
them knew y o u support the Human Life Amendment . Wr i te t o them 
and t o your respective congressman. Address: House Of f ice Bui lding, 
Washington, D.C. 20515. 

Compiled by Jeanne D. Sweeney 

• support and defend euthanasia 
c o u n c i l s a n d / o r P lanned 
Parenthood; whi le the secular 
press bombards our homes w i t h 
mealy l i t t le phrases like " the right 
to d ie " , "meaningless l i fe" and 
"qual i ty of l i fe" ; whi le hospitals, 
universities and wo r l d . leaders 

-strive to justify and market 
contraceptive steri l izations; and 
w h i l e t h e Genesee ' Region 
P l a n n i n g C o u n c i l demands 
a b o r t i o ^ and s t e r i l i z a t i o n s ; 
Sister DeChantal holds fast. 

I think she know? that her 
hospital w i l l not bend to the 
pressures of a permissive and 
'f ickle society. I th ink she knows 
that i f every hospital in the nation 
p e r f o r m e d . a b o r t i o n s and 
sterilizations and euthanasia; if 
every h o s p i t a l in A m e r i c a 
destroyed the defect ive newborns 
because they "cannot respond 
m e a n i n g f u l l y t o u s " ; Sister 
DeChantal wou ld stubbornly hold 
fast t o her fa i th . She wou ld 
cont inue to recognize the image 
of Christ Suffering in every 
human .life; and she wou ld 
c o n t i n u e t o a d m i n i s t e r her 
h o s p i t a l a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
directives.of the Cathol ic Church. 

Because Sister sees more than 
the abortion issue. She sees 
beyond the sterilization fad and 
eu thans ia t and f e t a l ex
perimentat ion. Sister DeChantal 
sees the potent ial h o r r o r . . . the 
v i r t u a l e x t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e 
Catholic hospital system itself. "It 
the obstetrical units close, what 
of the gynecological depart
ments? And if they are forced t o 
close, what of geriatrics . and 
p e d i a t r i c s and surgery and 
research and educat ion?" 

Yes, if the Cathol ic hospitals 
fa l l s w h e r e w i l l w e f i n d 
legal/medical recogni t ion and 
protect ion for the sanctity of 
human life? . 

1 believe she is right. We must 
stand now and f igh t or forever 
hold our peace. Surely if Sister 
DeChantal had been born Eye, w e 
wou ld all st i l l be l iv ing in the 

-Garden o f Paradise. 

NEXT WEEK: What we can do. 

[Fourth in a series] 

1 hope this won ' t embarrass 
her. 

But she has an intr iguing 
qual i ty — at once evident and 
'elusive — wh ich l ingered in m y . 
memory after I f irst met her. And 
un t i l I watched her striding across 
the f lower-framed lawn of her 
hospital a for tn ight later, the 
exact def in i t ion of i t escaped my 
abi l i ty t o def ine. 

Strange, i t was immediately 
evident in her walk. I saw a 
strength, clarity of purpose, a 
concentrat ion not easily 
distracted. She has a certainty of 
dest inat ion, w i t h neither b i t 
terness nor aggressiveness in her 
style. The temptat ion (currently 
in theological/educational 
vogue) t o reinterpret and redefine 
the Vat ican directives — to "shed 
new l ight" — on abort ion-

. s t e r i l i z a t i o n - e u t h a n a s i a is no 
obstacle, and seems hot even t o 
appear before her. She~ts, in a 
word , an amazing display of 
natural grace. Mora l , physical, 
spir i tual and intel lectual . 

You see, I never expect a 
person's soul t o be apparent. Yet 
that is the elusive reality, and that" 

. is the personality of Sister 
DeChantal La Row, administrator 
o f St. Mary's Hospital . 

Abort ions and contraceptive 
steri l izations and euthanasia are 
n o t redefined at St. Mary's. 
Therefore they are not performed' 
a t , St. Mary's. Because i t is a 
Cathol ic hospital in bo th name 
arid pract ice; in both theory and 

- p u r p o s e ' . " W e mus t w i tness 
Christ," 'she said. " T h a t . is of 
course t |e ' reason we exist. If w e 
were to; e l iminate the word 
Catho l ic ' f r o m our ident i ty, we 
might a$ wel l t u r n the hospital 

• over t o someone else to run . " 
i i • 

So-, 'While the government of 
one na t ion afte'r^ane-ther fosters 
i n c r e a s e d i n v o l v e m e n t ' in 

'-' abortiortrsterilization-euthariasia 
-irr orde^ to control 'unwanteds'; 
while |ome Catholic clergymen* 

•:.:.:•%%: 
ST. ANDREW'S PARISH 

Prescriptions : 
Carefully Compounded ' i 

MANDELL'S PHARMACY 
OF ROCHESTER INC: ; 

Mel Wheeler • Hy NUndel 

467-0879 •467-0785; 
DRUGS-tOSMET.ICS-SUNDRIES | 

Portland Ave. at Nnrton ; 

Women:, 
Be Grateful 

i 
Editor: 

I should l ike t o comment 
regarding Sister Joan and a group 
of nuns w h o attended a weekend 
conference on W o m e n in Future 
Priesthood Now: A Call for 
Act ion. , 

It is really pa the t i c to listen to a 
group of supposedly intell igent, 
women who seem to be at odds 
w i th what" they have or believe 
they should have. 

A woman patterned by G o d J o 
perform the dut ies 'o f a woman 
needs no further enhancement. 
And" certainly a^woman dedicated 
to His service should have neither 
the t i m e . n o r desire t o concern 
herself about a -woman's wor th . 

' Mary loved her womanly duties 
whether i t was caring for her 
fami ly or standing at the foot of 
the cross. 

, Somehow I simply cannot 
picture some of our gung ho 
sisters at the foo t of t h e ' cross 
whi le they are so concerned 

about "woman's wor th " 
temporary haven. 

in this 

Olive LeBoo 
4575 Lake 

Rochester, N.Y. 14612 

Hof Brau Haus 
Now open Sundays 

406 Lyell Ave. Home of real German &-
American cooking. Wide choice of '•eon- • 
tinental dinners, such a s Sauerbraten with 
potato pancakes and'Bavarian beef goulash.' 
Open daily for lunches and dinners. Bavarian 
music Fri., Sat. nites; Phone 254-9660 Your 
hosts, Bill and Betty Oswald. 

.Speidel has just in t roduced an exquisi te co l lec t ion 
o f fashion bracelets. C o m e in and inspect the w h o l e 
.grouping. They are the peak of fashion. Ye l low, 
wh i te and dua l r tone. F rom $ 9 . 9 5 . 

Direct 
Entrance 

to 
Center-town 

JKEELER PARK_ 
Come up to Modern Living 

Keeler Park Apartments, located at the Junction of the Keeler Expressway and Hudson 
Avenue, offers 16 floors of convenient living: brand new electric range, individually con
trolled heat, spacious, sunny rooms. Onsite parking, two laundromats and community 
rooms for,elderly and children add to the concept of total modern living. For applicants 
qualifying within income limitations, rent, including all utilities is: 

One Bedroom-$160 Two bedrooms-*'1! 80 

s 

*v.v*v»"«v 

Call 338-3400 for further information and appointment. 

Supervised by 
New York Stale 

OMsieil of Mining 
& Community Renewil 

Equal Htusaiig ' 
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