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Church Historian Urges 
New Guides for Sermons 
. In r ecen t m o n t h s several 
Catholic writers have deplored 
the qual i ty and content of the 
Sunday sermon. Father Andrew 
Gree ley , n a t i o n a l l y k n o w n 
columnist , remarked earlier this 
year "The laity th ink our sermons. 
are terrible.. Indeed, bad sermons 
seem to be one of the principal 
causes of the decl ine in Mass 

^at tendance." 

I It's Father Robert McNamara's 
I c o n v i c t i o n ^ t h a t " o u r 19?5 ' 
^preaching predicament in this 
country demonstrates the real 
need b f a modi f ied' type of 

--syllabus." 

Father McNamara, 'nationally 
recognized Church historian, has 
put together a monograph on the 
h i s to ry o f A m e r i c a n Church 

legislation 
sermons in 
several n 
plans" for 
mandated, 
individual 

and i pract ice regarding 
which he calls for 
on-Wide "mas te r -
preaching to be 
at least proposed in' 

dioceses. 

a t i 

or 

The . essaly, "Cathol ic Sunday 
P reach ing : t h e A m e r i c a n 
Guidelines, 1791-1975," published 
last month by the Word of God 
Institute, traces the kinds and 
styles of the Sunday sermon f rom 
colonial t i rres to the present, and 
ends w i th in exhortat ion t o the 
American b shops to provide new 
guides for preaching. 

Father MJcNamara, who also is 
professor or Church History at St. 
Bernard's Seminary, notes in the 
book that the recent emphasis on 
preaching as an explication of 

Tte 
Church 1974 

Fr. 
Andrew Greeley J 

It has been a rough, rough 
a u t u m n f o r C a t h o l i c s . The 
C a t h o l i c e t h n i c s , o n c e t h e 
scapegoats for everything wrong 
w i t h M idd le America, now f ind 
themselves the heroes of a whole 
gaggle of TV programs. 

I th ink we were better of f as 
scapegoats. 

r < - i 
If Italians had a. choice bfct-

< w e e n t h e -Maf ia and / ' T h e 
Montefuscos' ' ( in wh ich a group 
of I tal ian-looking people run 
around ta lk ing l ike Jews) — I 
th ink they wou ld take the Maf ia. 
And every t ime I see the soppy, 
sticky, phony "Beacon H i l l " th ing 
J feet l ike jo in ing the IRA. The 
Poles had better arm themselves; { 
heaven on ly knows what is going 
t o be done to them. 

Then we have Kate McShane 
and he r ' p o o l - p l a y i n g Jesuit 
brother and stage-Irish father; 
"Joe and Sons," in wh i ch a k id is 
pressured in to going to church; 
and Doc losing a poker game t o a 
priest and ending up in the 
confessional. A n d , o h , yes, Mary 
Tyler Moore falls in love "k ind o f " 

r .(everything in that dr ippy bit of 
unreal i ty is " k ind o f ) w i t h a 
p r ies t and. is- o v e r j o y e d t o 
discover tha t he is no t leaving the 
priesthood because of her. 

The season abounds wi th 
priests. In addi t ion to the Jesuit 
McShane (apparently the writers 
d idn' t read Gary Wi l ls on what 
has happened t o the Jesuits),' 
there is the Montefusco priest 
(making jokes', l ike a rabbi), the 
returned Lasiter missionary, the 
befuddled MASH cleric, and a 
w ide variety of other Bing Crosby­
like characters. Even the priest 

rV ' w i t h w h o m Ms. Moore con-
! templates a f l i ng seems to have 

stepped ou t of "Go ing M y Way. " 

The Vat ican Counci l , I guess, 
never happened. Or maybe the 

. , TV types never heard of it. 

Personally 1 l iked the Spencer 
Tracy, Pat O'Brien, Bing Crosby 
type o f priest. They were nice 
people and not unl ike some real 
clerics of their era. But since then 
there has been James Kavanagh 
( I 'm a marr ied Cathol ic priest and 
I wan t a divorce), Philip^Berrigan 
(I can have a w i fe w i thou t a legal 

i marriage), Daniel Berrigan (I 'm 
not interested, in pract ical i ty), 
John McLaughl in (Nixon is , an 

' i honest man) , Robert Drinan 
- (hang the president!) , and Daniel 

v Lyons(ce l ibacy ought never to be 
optional). Granted that these 
characters are no t necessarily 
typ ica l , ' ne i ther can an honest 
p r e s e n t a t i o n o f A m e r i c a n 

Catholic lifje pretend that they 
don' t exist.! 

Furthermpre, Tracy, O'Brien 
•and Crosby were at least meh. 
One knew ifrom seeing them in 
other movibs that there was no 
doubt abobt their masculinity, 
and even as priests they did not 
act l ike homosexuals. The current 
crop of TV - priests are weak, 

. f labby, listltess ciphers w i t h no 
strength ofj character or clearly 
formed personalities. They smile 
nicely, but-[-that's about al l . 

i 

The TV people wou ld have 
been h o r r i f i e d i f A m e r i c a n 
Catholicism^ had. been as wel l 
organized as blacks or Jews to 
f i g h t s t e r e o t y p i n g and 
defamation!. It never occurred to 
tbem that the current crop^of TV 
e thn i cs are m ins t r e l - show 
Catholics w i th the clergy min­
strel-show endmen. 

The intentions of TV are benign 
— after ajll, are not Catholics { 

some 30 percent of the v iewing 
public? W/ho wou ld want to 
of fend them? Indeed, i t seemed 
like a good idea to put some 
Catholic shows on TV just 
precisely I to attract Catholic 
viewers. So how come Catholics 
are angry? | 

You meaVt t h a t Italians are not 
really l ike the Montefuscos? And 
there were no r ich Irish on 
Beacon Hill? And short-haired 
young jebsj l ike the McShanes no 
longer exist? And priests don' t 
play poker !to get people back to 
confession? How comne no one 
to ld us? Wfiat .are Catholics really 
like? 

The TV stereotypes are the 
benign side of the hard-hat, 
chauvinist, hawkish, racist, blue-
collar ethn c image (all of wh ich , 
jDy the by, are false to impir ical 
data)^ There are good Catholics 
and bad Catholics. This year we 
have the good ones. 

•S 

I guess we have only ourselves 
to blame. W e are qui te incapable 
of .moun t ing effect ive protest 
against anti-Catholic stereotypes. 
We do no [research on ourselves; 
name me one Cathol ic university 
w i th a program in social research 
on American ethnic "diversity. 
When i t comes to the bicen­
tennial we look for a theory not 
to our own experience but to the 
Latin American experience. 

Our own TV efforts are badly 
funded or are concentrated on 
closed-circuit things which for all 
their cost aren't watched by 
anyone. And our intell igentsia — 
such " inte l lectuals" as Sheed, 
Wil ls, Campion and the l ike — 
and our " s e r i o u s " j ou rna ls 
("America" and "Commonweal " 
for example) are Busy conf i rming 
the image that the national elites 
have about us and dismissing-
ethnic diversity as second rate. 
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•Scripture may in fehis country 
have overshadowed the equally 
important funct ion of preaching 
on the doctrines and disciplines 
of the Church. 

Up unti l the close of the 
Second .Vatican Counci l , the 
sermon was preached largely in a 
catechetical t radi t ion. It is Father 
McNamara's hope, by wr i t ing the 
booklet, to help restore some of 
that t radi t ion. 

Msgr. John Tracy Ellis, in a 
foreword-j t o - the book, cites 
several j di the. features of the 
work, inc lud ing " the canonical 
record ^concerning preaching," 
"the varied response that this' 
obligation called fo r th , " and " the 
dist inct ion between the formal 
sermon and the simpler 
catechetical instruct ion." 

" I f i t occasions a fresh start on 
the part of some, it wi l l have 
rendered a real service, to say 
nothing of its addipg another 
i t em t o t h e l i t e ra tu re on 
Catholicism in this 'country, in 
this case an i tem on a . largely 
neglected topic," Msgr. Ellis 
writes.' ' 

; SPECIAL MASS 

Dryden — Holv Cross Church 
was the scene of a special Mass 
on bunday, D K 7, at 10 a m The 
music , readings and liturgy were 
p l . i nned and ' p resented by 
students of the elementary ("CD 
program Parishioners, shared in 
the offering by placing toys, 
( lo th ing , food and mdney on the 
altar for distr ibut ion in the 
Christmas baskets for those less 
fortunate. I he baskets wi l l be 
distr ibuted prior to the Christmas 
holiday 

THANKSGIVING 

T r u m a n s b u r g — A 
I hanksgiving service was held at1 

St lames the Apostle, Wed­
nesday, Nov, 2fa. 

mi H I S LUNCHEONS IN OUR1 NEW 
LOUNGE 
' Tiffany Lamps, Log-Burning 

Fireplace 
JUDY DAILY at the Piano Bar 

MON., TUES., WED., 
THUR., NITES 

DINNERS 
IN OUR BEAUTIFUL 
DINING ROOM 

Enjoy the CONTINENTALS 
Fri. & Sat. Nites 9:30-1:30| 

1 4 8 5 M T . R E A D N e a r Lex ington 4 5 8 - 0 4 2 0 

our circle of 
coverage 
includes 

Automobile Financin 
We know You'll Like 

JOHN CANEPA AGENCY 
insurance 

451 COOPER RD. 266-5225 

T H I N K I N G OF M A K I N G PIZZA 
FOR T H E HOLIDAYS? 

Make Your Own 
Pizza The Easy 
Way With 

LIPANI'S 
TENDER 
PIZ2A CRUST 

SPECIAL FOR SENIOR 
CITIZENS ONLY 

For Every 5 Regular Loaves 
of Bread You Purchase, 

You'll Get 1-FREE 

E«G SELECTION OF 
ITALIAN COOKIES 

CHRISTMAS COOKIES 
DIET COOKIES 

We Wil l Make Your Pizza For Any Size 
Group For Your Holiday Parties 

LIPANI'S BAKERY 
532 N. PLYMOUTH AT JAY 

546-8^8 OPEN 6 A.M.-9 P.M. 
Every doy Intl. Sundays 

i 
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N O W YOU CAN HAVE 

R GURRRIMTEED 
INCOME FOR LIFE • • • 

Our litt le.Wise Man from the East suggests that you look 
into CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 
Annuity Plans now. He says they assure you a 
l i felong guaranteed- income —.beginning now or at a. 
future date— plus attractive tax savings. They also ' 
enable you to share more than you ever thought you 
could wi th Christ 's poor. Send for his informative ' 
booklet. IT'S FREE-IT 'S V A L U A B L E - and there's no 

^> obl igat ion, naturally! You'l l f ind it well worth whi le! 
Msgr. John G. Nolan 
National Secretary 

C A T H O L I C N E A R E A S T 1 0 C H 
W E L F A R E A S S O C I A T I O N 
Terence Cardinal Cooke, President 
1011 First Avenue • New York, N.Y. 10022 • 212/820-1480 

Dear. Msgr. Nolan; . ; 

Yes, I am interested in learning more about CNEWA Annuity^ Plans. 
Please send me yjbur FREE booklet . j 

(Please print) ' I 

NAME. 

STREET. 

CITY -STATE- . ZIP-

DATE OF BIRTH: Month. .Day. . Yean. .Sex . 
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