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Cardinal John Garberry (I.) stands in prayer at the opening session of the National Conference 
of Catho l ic Bishops w i t h Bishop James Rausch, Archbishop Joseph B e r n a r d i n a n d H e n r y 

Rober t , pa r l i amenta r ian . 

Sociat Justice Themes 
Mark Bishops'Meeting 

Washington, D.C. [RNS] - In 
an atmosphere of prayer the 
leaders of the nation's 48 mi l l ion 
Roman Catholics presented a 
strong social justice posture as 
they ended f o u r days of 
deliberations here, taking stands 
on issues ranging f rom housing to 
f a r m labor t o the na t ion ' s 
economic crisis. 

At the same t ime, the U.S. 
bishops took action to launch 
the i r b roadest a n t i - a b o r t i o n 
thrust, revised norms for the 
training of seminarians, set 
guidelines for. the training of 
deacons in religious communit ies 
and endorsed the for thcoming 
1976 t u c h a r i s t i c Cogress in 
Philadelphia. 

The bishops also approved a 
s ta temen t o n Ca tho l i c -Jew ish 
relations that stressed the "Jewish 
origins" of Christianity and called 
for cont inuing studies, of the 
relationship between the Jewish 
people and the people of the New 
Covenant. 

Unoff ic ia l ly, the meeting of 
sotne 300 members of t he 
National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (NCCB) served <to open 
up for cont inued attention and 
debate such thorny questions as 
the ordinat ion of women to the 
priesthood, the "restructur ing" of 
Catholic parishes, the pastoral 
p rob lems of d i v o r c e d and 
remarried Catholics, and the role 
of homosexual Catholics in the 
l i fe of the Church. 

The four-day bishops' meeting 
(Nov. 17:20), operated under a. 
new f o r m a t w h i c h i n c l u d e d 
workshop sessions on the im
plementat ion of the new Penance 
rite, the evangelization of black 

Catholics, and human values. The 
meeting also reflected a heavier 
publ ic emphasis on prayer as the 
bishops approached the more 
press ing and c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
"problems of t he U.S. Catholic 
Church. 

Besides gathering o for their 
annual mid-meeting Mass at the 
National Shrine of the Im
maculate Conception — this year 
honoring' the nation's newest 
saint, Mother Elizabeth . Ann 
Seton — the bishops began their 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s w i t h a c o n -
celebrated Mass at the hotel 
where they met. 

They also began each dairy 
session w i t h a lengthy prayer 
period that included Scripture 
readings, hymns and calls for 
Cod's blessing on the discussions. 

In his opening address to the 
bishops, Archbishop Joseph L. 
Bernardin of Cincinnat i , NCCB 
p res iden t , a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t 
ordinat ion of women to the 
priesthood and the question of 
divorced and remarried Catholics 
are major pastoral problems for 
the Church. He urged the bishops 

to be "sensit ive" 
seeking help. 

to all those 

Although he stressed in a 
closing statement that he reaf
f irmed Church teaching that 
"women are not to be ordained" 
and that sacramental marriage is 
"indissoluble," the matters were 
brought before the bishops in 
o ther repor ts and pas tora l 
responses to the questions were 
urged. 

The bishops were also to ld that 
homosexual Catholics — .prin-
c ipa! Iy represented by an 
organization called Dignity — 
were especially anxious to have 
the bishops support them in the 
area of "gay civi l rights." 

Archbishop Bernardin; in his 
opening talk, said the bishops 
must "apply the teaching of 
Chr ist . . . t o a l l \ d i f f i c u l t 
situations that confront us." But, 
he added, "we must ifiever wr i te 
off anyone; we must remain in 
dialogue . 

In a major act ion dur ing the 
m e e t i n g , t he b ishops 

.unanimously approved a long-
range, mult i- faceted "pastoral 
p lan, of ac t ion" aimed at the 
passage o f a C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
amendment to protect unborn 
human life. 

t h e plan calls for action 
against abortion on the state, 
diocesan and parish levels, and 
f o r i c o n c e r t e d e f fo r ts in 
"Congressional distr icts" to in
f l uence leg is la tors on the 
abortion issue. 

Whi le the latter efforts are not 
to be specifically identif ied w i th 
the Church's "pastoral efforts," 
the plan said that a com
prehens ive p r o - l i f e leg is la t i ve 
program must include efforts to 
pass a Constitut ional amendment 
proving "max imum protect ion" 
to the unborn. 

The b ishops u n a n i m o u s l y 
approved statements on housing 

rand on the economic situation in 
| t h e U.S. In them, they called for 
\ improvements in employment, a 

decent l iv ing wage, and "a decent 
h o m e fo r every A m e r i c a n 
fami ly." 

They ' a d v o c a t e d broad 
education and act ion programs 
on " e c o n o m i c j u s t i c e " and 
strongly rejected any attempts by 
government o r industry to control 
inf lat ion by maintaining high 
levels "of unemployment. 

In a resolution on farm labor 
l eg i s la t i on in C a l i f o r n i a , t he 
'b ishops c o m m e n d e d t h e 
development and passage of the 
.law p r o v i d i n g , sec re t -ba l lo t 
'elections t o farm workers for 
i\nion representation. They called 
for cont inued implementat ion o f 
the law and said, " i t wou ld 'be a 

tragedy" if the 
were thwarted. 

law s purposes 

In their statement on Catholic-
lewish relations, the bishops 
noted that the document marked 
the tenth," anniversary of the 
Vatican II statement on the Jews 
and urged Catholics to look upon 
ludaism "as rich in religious 
values and worthy of our sincere 
respect and esteem." 

The statement 'did not address 
the current Midd le hast confl icts 
or t he con t rove rs ia l U n i t e d 
Nations resolution on Zionism. It 
did treat of the "peoplehood" of 
the lews and their ties to the land 
of Israel 

During the annual four-day 
meeting a variety of proposals 
were made during the general 
sessions and workshops. Among 
them were 

* A proposal to establish an 
off ice for "women's concerns" 
wi th in the U S Catholic Con-
terence, the bishops' secretariat, 
to provide a focus on women's 
issues 

* A c all for for fuller par
t ic ipat ion by black Catholics in 
the l ife ot the Church as a "b lack" 
i ommuni ty , and a plea for greater 
( o o p e r a t i o n by b ishops in 
al lowing black Catholics to be 
responsible for the Church in 
their < ommunit ies 

* A proposal that Catholics in 
dialogue wi th other Christians 
should return to the theological 
basics of " fa i th and just i f icat ion" 
if they want, realistically, t o 
assess such wor ld problems as 
human development, justice and 
peace. 

* An exhortation to the bishops 
to respond to "attacks", on the 
teaching authori ty of the Church 
through their own Doctr inal 
( ommi t t ee and to c ounteract 
dissent and denial of basic 
Church teachings on papal in-
tal l ib i l i ty , extra-marital sex, and 
other issues causing "scandal, 
contusion, and consternation" 
among Catholics 

* A plea to the bishops to 
express the i r conce rn over 
growing. i n t e r f e rence , by 
governmental agencies in the 
operation of Catholic colleges 

' and universities 

* A request that the bishops 
study the c urrent parish stvuc ture 
" t o t ind a model more adaptable 
to our t imes" and to the vision of 
Vatican I I . 

line bishops wi l l reinstitute 
their former practice of holding 
Spring general meetings in 1976 
and wi l l meet again in May irtS 
Chic ago. Some regional groups o f j 
b ishops a lso w i l l c o n d u c t ! 
regional meetings in the Spring., 

D iscuss ing plans f o r t h e u p c o m i n g B i shop Kea rney H i g h 
S c h o o l Paren ts ' C lubs T u r e e n suppe r a re ( f r o m l e f t ) c o -
c h a i r m e n T h o m a s a n d M a r t y Hussey a n d M a r g e a n d K e n 

W a e h n e r . 

Tureen Supper at BK 
One of the highlights of the 

Chr is tmas Season at B ishop 
Kearney High School is the 
annual tureen supper sponsored 
by the Parents' Clubs. Thursday, 
Dec. 11 , is the date set for the 
event which wi l l begin "w i th an 
evening Mass at 6:30 p.m. at the 
School cafeteria. For the supper, 

• fo l lowing the Mass, each couple 
is asked t o bring*a favor i te meat, 
vegetable, or salad dish and $1 

per person. 
Entertainment for the evening 

wi l l be provided by the Bishop 
Kearney Singers under t h e 
direct ion of Sister Joseph Mary 

Co-chairmen for this event are 
Thomas and Marty Hussey and 
Marge and Ken Waehner. The 
Brothers and Sisters at Bishop 
Kearney wi l l be guests for t he l 
evening. 4?°' 

Beautiful. 
Yes, beautiful. That's just how you want 
your wedding to be. So be sure to choose your 
photographer with the same 
care you put into your 
flowers and your wedding 
dress. Choose a tried-and 
t rue professional studio 
Choose Varden. 

fcitte*-**' 

We know how you 
fee/ about your wedding. 

Varden Studios Inc. 
28 S. Union St. 
Rochester. N.Y. 14607 
Telephone: 54G-23S0 

THE BEST in complete professional coverage for 
only $179. This includes 24—8x 10 candids in living color 
(complete in album) and from a formal sitting you 
will receive 1—8x10 glossy for the newspaper and 
1—11x14 selenium portrait of the same pose. 

Use our new free customer parking lot at the right rear 
of our building. 

MSs * •> -

For Rate Information 

Call Bill Coffas 

454-7050 
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<^V«V We Deliver 
fiJtJQ£?k 3, tier serves up to 100, $29 
'ij&Cu*£% 4 tier serves 175 to 2Q0, $45 

4 tier fountain cake, $80 
Decorator cakes, whipped cream & strawberry filling, half sheet $8, full sheet $15. 
Decorator cakes, whipped cream & custard filling, half sheet $7.50, full sheet $14. 

Decorator cakes, butter cream frostings, half sheet $6.75, full Sheet $13. 

P H O N E 

482-1133 

Z$k 
248 MONROE AVE. 
acrosslrom Sears 

325-59S8-

PRESENT THIS AD AND RE
CEIVE A FREE TUXEDO FOR 
THE G R b O M WITH A PARTY 
OF 5 OR MORE. 

after 
^ | B FORMA. 

Six 
STONE RIDGE PLAZA 

865-4591 
EASTV1EW MALL 

*232-3270 
1742 MONROE AVE. 

Neat 12 Corners 
• 244-2760 

for a beautiful wed 

For Reservations (Sail 235-5654 

6 
reception! 

677 Beahan Road Completely Air OtmiuhiwJ . HOUSE 

THE 
PARTY 

Irn.it.MKm-

