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{Photos by Martin Toombs ‘

Hard at work on .their turkeys are jenny shi.vely (left) and Kristen Whitt\esey at St. Mary’s pre-
schogl program in Dansville. On the right, Mrs: Shirley Hillier looks on as Pattie Jo Mastin
shows and tells” about.a seemingly endless number of items to an attentive audience.

_By MARTIN TOOMBS

Low enroliment has - plagued
many of the parochial schools
that have survived the cutbacks
of the last 10 years. But optimisrh
is certainly present in many
parishes; some have responded to
the problem by adding new
programs to create more interest
in Catholic education. Many
schools in the diocese have
added pre-school sessions. The
theory, which seems to be
“working, is that children who
have attended a kindergarten or
pre-school in the parish will stay
through elementary school.

One thing common to the 17
programs currently operating in
the diocese is the great en-
thusiasm shown by those in-
-volved. The teachers are eager to
talk about their programs, the

i children seem to be learning and
** having fun, and the enroliment of

: nearly 500 in the diocese in-
" dicates the approval of the
parents.
Each school has designed its
{ own program. Classes meet
I anywhere from one to five days
*each week, usually for about two
hours. ln. many ‘cases, the 'pre-
school teacher also has a kin-
dergarten group the other half of
the day. Some schools involve
the parents directly; others, the
older students in the school.

St. Mary’s in Dansville is one of
the schools that has added a pre-
school program this year. Mrs.
Shirley Hillier meets with 19 four
year olds twice each week. There

is a waiting list, and another .

session probably- will be added
sometime in the future.

Crafts and opportunities for the
children to express themselves
are important parts of the
program. One day before
Thanksgiving, a “show.and tell”
period was  followed by con-
“struction of a paper turkey, a
-project completed by the
children relatively easily. Many
of them had a great deal of
trouble with scissors cutting
paper. This is an important skill,
and it is surprising to see children
who have very little trouble

. aligning the various parts of the

turkey on the body struggle with
the scissors. y
Possibly. the largest pre-school
program outside of Rochester is
conducted at St. Frances DeSales
School .in Geneva. Miss Julia
Annony teaches 46 three and four

year olds, in three sessions. The -

three year olds attend twice each
week, and the four year olds are
split into two groups which meet
three days each week.

Ih nearby. Waterloo, in St
Mary’s School, 28 children attend
a pre-school program twice each
week, with one group meeting on
Monday and Wednesday, the

other oh Tuesday and Thursday. .

Diane Miner is the teacher of the
pre-schdol as well as the kin-

dergarten _ that
morning.

rpeets in the:

In Newark, at St. Michael's
School, 45 pre-schoolers. meet,
about 20 each day, with Mrs.

“Francis Rooker and Mrs. Raphie -

Priebe.
Seventeen pupils are enrolled
in Our Lady of Lourdes pre-school
program in Elmira. Mrs. Ann
O'Conner has the children for
either two or three days each
week, at the parent’s option.

At St Agnes School in Avon,
E\Ars. Victoria Rose has 40 pupils,
split into a two and  a three day
session. A unique element is that
two parents work with the
children each day, an assignment
handied on a rotating basis. The
parents as a group also have an
input into the operation of the
total program.

One , group | of pre-schoolers.

meets on Mon| ay, Tuesday and
Wednesday and an other on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
at St. Mary’s in Bath. Miss jane
Wilkinson has |21 on Wednesday,
with half of the the group at-
tending the Sther days of the
week.

Several

pre-schools  are

operating in Monroe County.

At Annunciation, 10 students
meet with Mrs Joan Fama three
days each week

has 15 in the
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EVERGREEN NURSERY -
] 3446 MT. READ BLVD.
OPEN 7 DAYS ‘ 865-7813
VISIT OUR .
YULE TREE SHOP
(& GREENHOUSE)

¢ LIVING TREES—our own to
plant out later

% CUT TREES—truly
select fir & pine

| % ROPING—BOUGHS

% WREATHS—350andwp
 POINSETTAS—98+ and up

# UNIQUE MATERIALS FOR DECORATING
4 GIFTS AND GIFT CERTIFICATES -

Optimism Runs High
- Over New Pre-Schools

regular pre-school program that
.meets twice ¢ach week, and 16
more participate in a story hour
‘once each week designed -to
involve any child from the area.
Mrs. Teresa Gerhardt is the
teacher.
Miss Nancy Fletcher and Miss
Gail Wheaton teach the 21 pre-
schoolers at Nazareth Hall.

Thirteen pupils and teacher
Mrs. Manz meet in Our Lady of
Perpetual Help School three
afternoons each week. In its
fourth year, the program is one of
th eoldest in the diocese.

Mrs. Magdalen Odorisi has 16
pre-schoolers three- mornings.
each week at St. Jerome’s School. -

At St. Pius X, Mrs. Cheryl
Maxwell teaches. four groups,
meeting either in the morning or
the afternoon, and either two or

" three.days each week. The 48

children enrolled make it one of -
the largest in the diocese. —

The pre-schoolers at St
Salome’s meet with Mrs. Jean
Ligozio either two or three days
each week; 28 attend at present.

Thirty-four children go to the
pre-school
for either two0 days each
week. Mrs. Marietta Romeo is the
teacher. )
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Making room in our hearts for
the poor in mission countries is
the theme of this year’s Christmas
Appeal _by the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith.

“Today’s missions are today’s
Bethlehems, “Father Joseph
Reinhart said last week. Father
Reinhart is the digcesan director
of the society which cares for
more than 138,000 missioners in
840 mission posts in Africa, Asia
and Latin America. -

He said that, at Bethlehem, the
“No vancy” sign posted for Mary
and Joseph is a symbol of the
rejection the poor face each day.
‘Mary and Joseph “wanted only
thei most basic of human needs
tended to: something to eat,
shelter from the elements, and
warmth,” Father Reinhart said.

“Beneath this experience lies
the deeper emotion of feeling
rejected, alone, misunderstood,
unwanted,” he explained. “And
vet, it was in this very en-
vironment that God chose to be
born of woman and to proclaim
the “good news”. :

“Missionaries in a real sense
are the innkeepers of the poorest
of the poor—and their doors are
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‘Holiday ‘Home .
‘Entertainment ‘g
Guidez: e
i great food recipes, wine types and tastes. Vintage

wine chart, party buying and gift guide. 1976 social calendar and many
more entergainment and home reference features.

Impofrted from ltaly

‘Making Room’
Theme of Appeal

always open. There is never a ‘no
vacancy’ response when it comes
to human needs. Their inns,”
Father went on, “are the chapels,
schools, clinics, relief centers,
orphanages, or any place where
their service and witness of God'’s
love is present.

“Missionaries depend on your
loving support for their service to

the poor to be accomplished. So -

great is their need,” Father added,

.“that the Holy Father begs on

their behalf through his Society
for the Propagation of the Faith.

1t is only with the collective .

offerings you send to._the society,
that the society can, in tirn, help
meet the most basic and vital
needs of today’s mission-Chutch.

“There is something you can
do!” Father stated. “And what a
beautiful opportunity Christmas
affords us to realize it.

“Please share your love this
Christmas time with the mission-
poor by sending a generous gift to
them through the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith—please
find room for them-in the inn of
your heart.”

Fathér; Reinhart’s ‘office is at

123 East Avenue, Rochester, N.Y. -

14604, |
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i HENNER'S
z"““‘?’“;"‘sﬁ'aﬁ.;’.;f" MANHATTAN COCKTAIL
' ] - LESS . 3 o FULL
$909 gz [ 2% T
Imporied from ltaly Cooper’s New York State
-VICTORI L AMBRUSCO Pink or White -Delaware
. * c v
: 99 24 0Z. 31 30 4/5 QT. Limit 2
Henner’s Pink or White .
CATAWBA _ DRAKE’§ GIN
LESS ‘ FULL
59" 4/5QT. ww | 44 .o
Total Limit 2 ' . 90 PROOF
ZAMBON! MOSCATO ,
OR BRACHETTO DRAKES SCOTCH
" LESS ' FULL
;1 19 24 0Z. THAN ' 3450 ar.
Products of Italy
" Imported from' Spain ,
SANGRIA PATARROTA LEED’S VODKA.
LESS 81 = AL
ggc 2407. THAN 3 R at.
_ Gilhooley’s Reserve . iCrown of Canada
10 Yr. Oid Blended Whiskey 86 Proof CANADIAN WHISKEY
LESS . 88 FULL | LESS ) FULL
THAN 4 AT | THAN 469 ar.
Imported from Spain Stoney Brook 10 Yr. Ok
MARQUES de CACERES Straight Kentucky Bourban
. $D79 | s 33 AU
1979 mnﬂied 224 e 5 pou
Bottied at the Winery in California imported from France
BURGUNDY, CHIANTI, GOTES du
. CHABLIS AND RHINE ' MACMANDAIS

Brand
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Cardo Bros. - gq -
o '2'13331.'

= Henner's No, 1 Discount:
~_henner’s No, 1 Discount
e llﬂllelld& IIJER’II(;I'IGI"I& VolllE R‘?OIS
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hili Ave. at Thurston Rd. 235-7674
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