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AS I SEE IT 

Pat Costa 

M a n y o f t h e s i t u a t i o n 
comedies that stud the small 
screen this season, both the new. 
ones and some holdovers, are in 
trouble. 'Some have already been 
canceled, more are destined to be 
axed. 

Yet on a recent Monday I 
^ watched two sit corns that are not 
in . ra t ings t r o u b l e and 
paradoxical ly asked "why not?" 

The shows are "Rhoda" and 
"Phyllis," both spin-offs'of "the 
fantastical ly "successfully', and 
deservedly so, "Mary Tyler Moore 
Show." t 

. But after an hour of watching 
t h e so -ca l l ed c o m e d y , 
d i s cove red I was n o t o n l y 
uhamused but even a l i t t le 
soured. The problem: characters 
so conceived and developed as t o 
.irritate, grate and eventually turn 
an audience away." One might 
almost wonder if the shows 
weren't bent on self-destructton. 

"Rhoda" centered on her sister 
IBrenda, played sympathetical ly 
and entertainingly as always, by 
Brenda Kavner. The trouble arose 
f rom Brenda's boyfr iend, the 
accordion-wielding Nick Lobo, 
p l a y e d b y ' R i cha rd Masur . 
Ironical ly enough in the doomed 
Norman Lear comedy "Ho t L 
Bal t imore" Masur was cast as a 
desk clerk in a seedy hotel w i t h a 
gentle humor that was one of the 

1 fe'w^ sav ing graces of t h a t 
disastrous series. 

he 
who 

> In " R h o d a " , h o w e v e r ; 
portrays an insensitive c lod 
singlehandedly can put an ^r jd i to 
a ' ret i rement party,- plagiarizes 
love songs, switches lunchl bags 
when his doesn't suit hira and 
generally makes himself un
welcome where ever, he shows 
up. 

Why? 1 don' t know. There was 
l i t t le enough humor in it. What 
there was was so heavy handed as 
to make one wince. -. 

D i t to for the episode of 
"Phyl l is" the pseudosophist icate ; ' 
now widoWed and l iv ing w i th her 
husband's mother and stepfather. 
The star of the series, Cloris 
Leachman,, was a welcome ad
d i t ion to the M T M sffow when 
she wou ld make her brief ap-

Craft Show 

Theresa Schafer and Phi lo-
mena. Drex le r a re m a k i n g t h e 
f ina l plans for t h e display a n d 
s a t e o f ar ts ," c r a f t s a n d 
h o l i d a y i tems, slatted for Sun-

- d a y , N.ov>.'3(J»'fr3E>m-;2 t o 8 p .m. ' 
a t G u a r d i a n . Angels School . 
A lso work ing , w i t h t h e m f o r 
t f ie e v e n t was D o l o r e s M i l l e r . 

pearances. She was*the dash of 
lemon juice pie makers add t o an 

,' qversvyeet berry pre,., . . -

In her own show,;her constant 
< abrasivehess coupled w i th that of 

Richard! Schal and Liz Torres, is 
like being drowned: in a vat of* 
vinegar. 

. In the episode | saw, Tony_ 
•Roberts guest starred as her boss 
Julie's boyfr iend. Eyerytime he 
and co-stars Henry Jones and Jane 
Rose wou ld enter 1 wou ld draw a 
mental sigh of relief that the 
abras'ion was going to let up a bit . 

Ag^in I asked why. It'is not that 
comedy/ does not need such an 
element. The characters of t e d 
Baxter and Sue Ann Nivens 
provide it beauti ful ly in " M T M " 
But ipeither their attitudes nor 
their personalities are -ever per-
rn i t fed t o dominate Jhe mood of 
an erjjtiii'e show. Again to use a 
culinary metaphor -J they are the 
seasonings, not the 'dish. 

There is a definite trend in TV 
toward the unlikeable Likeable. 
Ardhie began it, bolstered by the 
Dop-Rickles mentality which has . 
permeated other facets of the 
show biz besides the standup 
variety. But, I don' t havejio like it . 
Or watch i t either. 

Back on Campus to §et up the N a z a r e t h Col lege a lumnae gala are Mrs . Thomas Gal lagher , le f t , 
general coord inator ; Mrs , Thomas E. O 'Connor , w h o heads t h e hostess c o m m i t t e e , and M r s . 

W a r r e n Ur la i ib , w h o is handl ing reservations. 

College Alumnae Set Holiday Fete 
Nazareth College vocal and 

i n s t r u m e n t a l ensembles w i l l 
perform Friday night, Dec. 5, for 
the alUmriae and their friends, 
after.a dinner in Loifrdes d in ing 

l room. -

Sister Barbara Staropoli w i l l 
direct the glee c lub and chamber 
xho i r ; and Dr. A lb ion Gruber, the 
college orchestra and chamber 
orchestra. Vivaldi 's Gloria wi l l be 
featured in the concert. to be held 
in Nazareth Arts Center. The 

candlelight dinner wi l l fo l low a-
social hour beginning at 5:30 
p.m. in Medai l le lounge. 

The holiday dinner concert has 
become an annual event on the 
Alumnae Association calendar. 
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