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r Editorial 

Small Blessings 
W h e n o n e b e g i n s t o c o u n t t h e r e a s o n s f o r w h i c h 

t o b e t h a n k f u l , t h e l i s t is so l o n g a n d so r e m a r k a b l e 
t h a t i t l e a v e s o n e h u m b l e d . A s w e l l i t s h o u l d . A n d so 
a t tbye r i sk o f a s s u m i n g ' t h a t w e a re a l l a w a r e o f H i s 
b l e s s i n g s a n d a r e t r u l y g r a t e f u l f o r t h e m , m a y w e 
m e n t i o n s o m e o f t h o s e lesser b l e s s i n g s t h a t m i g h t b e 
o v e r l o o k e d . 

For i n s t a n c e , s h o u l d n ' t w e b e t h a n k f u l t h a t t h e 
p i l g r i m s a t e t u r k e y i n s t e a d o f w o o d c h u c k o n t h a t f i r s t 
T h a n k s g i v i n g d a y ? 

P e r h a p s , w e s h o u l d ^ i S e g r a t e f u l t h a t n o b o d y 
listened to Ben.Frankiin.when he proposed the turkey 
as our natioifal symbol instead of the eagle.' Just 
i m a g i n e , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h a t f a m o u s A r m y d i v i s i o n t h a t 

. m i g h t b e k n o w n as " T h e S c r e a m i n ' T u r k e y s . " O r t h e 
p r o s p e c t o f a n a d d i c t g o i n g " c o l d e a g l e " w h e n g i v i n g 

i u p t h e h a b i t . . • , ' 

Sure ly , w e s h o u l d a p p r e c i a t e t h e p i t h y r e m i n d e r 
t h a t p u r f o r b e a r s w e r e n o t a l l t h a t h u m a n e g i v e n us . 
b y M a r k T w a i n — " F i r s t t h e y fe l l - u p o n t h e i r k n e e s , 
t r j e n t h e y f e l l u p o n fehe a b o r i g i n e s . " A. l o t o f us h a v e 
f c& I l owed t h a t m o d u s o p e r a n d i f o r t o o l o n g . 

A n d i t is h e a r t w a r m i n g t o t h i n k o f o u r c h u r c h e s 
b e i n g f i l l e d o n - t h i s T h a n k s g i v i n g d a y — le t ' s n o t 
m a k e a t t e n d a n c e o b l i g a t o r y . 

e v e A n d i f y o u h a p p e n t o b e l i 
much reason to be thankful — try 
the "turkey's perspective. 

y o u d o n ' t h a v e 
looking at it from 

So w h i l e w e b e n d o u r k n e e s in t h a n k s l e t us n o t 
f o r g e t t h a t ' G o d a l so g a v e us t h e s m i l e . S h o w H i m w e 
know how to use it. And when we dig into those 
holiday goodies, let's not forget that not everyone 
has been invited to the feast. Always hope that by 
next year everyone wi l l have as much reason to be 
g r a t e f u l - as w e h o l i d a y e r s . 

City Prayer 

Leave it to the Christophers. While so much is 
being saidand written, about the plight of New York 
Ci ty , Father Richard A rms t rong , Chr is tophers 
d i r e c t o r , , has t a k e n a. m b r e d i r e c t r o u t e t o h e l p — 
p r a y e r . 

T h e . M a / y k n o l l p r i e s t c o m p o s e d " A P r a y e r f o r 

N e w Y o r k " a n d p l a c e d i t as a h a d v e r t i s e m e n t "in t h e 
Times and the Daily News./ While concerned wi th 

. New York City, the prayer could apply to all the cities, 
in dire straits these, days. 

Here it is: 

, Cities are for needs and wants 
d i v i n e F a t h e r 
t h a t c a n n o t b e m e t in i s o l a t i o n . 

Have we expected fcom them too much 
and put in too little? 
S p u r us t o r e n e w o u r c i t i e s 

as Y o u r e n e w t h e e a r t h in s p r i n g __ 

that families may have decent living "space 
• that the poor may have hope fulf i l led .' 

t h a t t h e s i c k a n d ' a g e d 
. m a y b e t r e a t e d as p e r s o n s . 
T h i s c i t y is p u r h o m e . ^ 

' ' / * M a y i t ' b e f i l l e d w i t h h f v e . A m e n . 

Small Miracle 
It's really not much of a miracle as miracles go, 

still i t is worth noting that the Courier-Journal 
"Christmas Fund has progressively collected more 
money in e3c.lvof its previous six campaigns despite 
the fact that the economy has been%haky. 

The miracle, however1, does not rest in figures 
but in. the -love and- care bui l t between diocesan 
brothers and sisters.fat this: holy t ime of year. 

"-'• Money is the>.tangible medium but w h a t j s 
exchanged cannot be price-tagged. And it is worth 
rioting that is.not just the comparatively well-off who 
donate but hundreds of small-contributors who are 
the backbone and heart of the annual campaign. ' 

• > ' • ! " ' • • • . . - . . ' . ' " - : 

NAWR Head 
Disputes. Press 
Editor: 

Your paper recently carried a 
c o l u m n by Father A n d r e w 
Greeley about the convention in 
San Francisco of the National 
Assembly of Women Religious 
(NAWR). Father Greeley was not 
at the convent ion but relied on 
press coverage to formulate his 
remarks. 

Much of his column was based 
on a feature article which ap­
peared in the New York Times. I, 
too, was disconcerted by that 
story for I fel t i t d id not cover the 
real concerns of the sisters who 
attended. In September, I wrote 
to the editor of the New York 
Times but my letter received no 
publ ic i ty. Therefore, I wou ld l ike 
to take this opportuni ty to quote 
in part f rom my letter to the 
Times: 

". . . 1 want to correct a false 
impression given by the article. In 
the feature story, the reporter 
stressed the personal diff icult ies 
of some of the sisters interviewed 
privately. 

"Whe reas ou r o r g a n i z a t i o n 
does provide ( a means through 
which sisters can demonstrate 
mutual support for one another, 
this is not ouij major thrust . . . I 
be l i eve ou r c o n v e n t i o n 
demonstrated! that we are an 
outward looking people who are 
trying to empower ourselves for 
the purpose of enabling others to 
become participants in decisions 
which affect their lives. The 
concern of most of the sisters in 
San Franc isco was the 
d e v e l o p m e n t of e f f e c t i v e 
m in i s t r i es ra ther t han the 
d iscuss ion of i n d i v i d u a l 
problems. What was in the article 

was perhaps true but the frame of 
reference was limited. It by no 
means c o m m u n i c a t e d the 
meaning of our organizat ion." 

The religious women of NAWR 
are prayerful people who are 
deeply involved in a wide Variety 
of ministries: educat ion, health 
care, campus m i n i s t r y , a d ­
m i n i s t r a t i o n , p r i son m i n i s t r y , 
social service, legislative reform, 
scholarly research, farmworker 
ministry, race' relations, drug 
rehabilitation and many others. 
In theexerc iseof these ministries, 
religious sisters have often found 
themselves hampered because of 
the inequali ty of women and 
discrimination against them 
which exists in both Church and 
society. Thus, we wou ld we 
untrue to our work to build the 
Kingdom-of Christ if we did not 
confront our own lack of power 
in many areas of the Church, 
especially in decision-making and 
in the development of the 
fullness of a ministry of service. 

I do not believe that we stand 
alone in the recognit ion of the 
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inequality f rom wh ich women 
suffer. Fr. Greeley, himself, has 
often spoken out against the 
oppress ion of w o m e n . Ar­
c h b i s h o p Bernard in 's recent 
statement on women stressed the 
need for the recognition of 
dignity and equality. Whi le the 
press'gave great attent ion to that 
section of the document which 
reiterated the tradit ional stand of 
the Church on the ordinat ion of 
women. Archbishop Bernardin 
also-said: 

"Women are called today to a 
greater leadership role in the 
Church; their contr ibutions are 
needed in the decision-making 
process '•at t he p a r o c h i a l , 
diocesan, national and universal 
levels. The Church has grown 
more aware of the variety of 
ministries open to women; in a 
very special way they are called 
to collaborate • with all other 
segments of the Church in the 
essential work of evangelization. 
The Church wi l l suffer, indeed it 
wi l l be betrayed, if women are 
given only a secondary place in 
its l i fe and mission." 

Sr. Kathleen Keating, SS) 
National Chairperson: NAWR 

210 East Oh io St. 
Chicago, I I I . 60611 

Fr. Sundholm 
View Backed 

Editor: , 

I want to fi?5t of all 
congratulate Father Sundholrn for 
his courage in writing his letter in 
regard to the CYOj In fact I too 
was on the advisory board and 
also resigned. 

The only th ing I1 wou ld like to 
get straight is that as coach of St. 
Stanislaus Parish even though we 
are one of the Parishes that are 
w i thout boundaries I never used 
any boy other than those of our 
parish. I feel that if someone is 
supporting a school and parish 
they are the only ones that are 
el igible to play on that parish 
team. 

Mr. John Gall ina Sr. 
33PeckhamSt. 

'. Rochester, New York 14621 

St. Jude's 
Advice 
Editor: 

t 

I was reading one ..of my Ijittle 
mission publications and I came 
across this — "We f ind in i the 
epistle of St. Jude, which is one of 
the shortest to be fognd' in Holy 
Scripture, a previous preicjious 
formula (wi th a m in imum of 
wording) for growing strong in 
our Christian fa i th : 

- " 'Bu t y o u , b e l o v e d , g row 
strong in your holy faith through 
prayer in the Holy Spirit ' (Jude 
1:20)." j I 

Other Letters 
Qn Page 6 

Bible commentaries, or weekend 
seminars, or Christian search 
sessions, or what have you. He 
was very precise; he to ld us that 
we can have our holy fai th 
buttressed and for t i f ied through 
prayer in the Holy Spirit of the 
Living Cod. 

I believe we Catholics can 
learn more about the love of Cod 
by a half-hour spent in prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament, or 
in 15 minutes meditat ing on the 
mysteries of the Rosary, or most 
certainly by a half-hour at daily 
Mass, than at a three-hour adult 
education session. 

St. Thomas Aquinas learned all 
h*e knew through prayer — not 
seminars and rap sessions. 

Arlene O'Connor 
214 Haddon Road 

Rochester, N.Y. ' 

Only One 
Freedom 

Editor: 

, The very first sin of man 
mentioned in the Bible was a hint 
that what had been provided for 
them (Adam and Eve) was not 
sufficient. J 

There was the • thought that 
somehow Cod might have left 
out something they needed. A 
"right" of theirs had been denied. 

The combination of feeling 
that a " r igh t " had been forbidden 
and the lie of how much this 
" r ight " was needed and would 
improve th'eir condi t ion Was too 
much for jman who had so much 
and had become independent 
f rom his God. 

This same method is being 
used over and over in our wor ld 
today in all degrees. 

The only " f reedom" we really 
have is to be tota l ly dependent 
on this Great Cod who wi l l never 
leave us or forsake us. 

Mrs. K. Wall 
50 Glen Ave. 

Hornell,New York 14843 

,' The article continues, "Jud 
didn't say to seek strengthening 
our fa i th through the study of-

Letters i n t e n d e d fo r 
publ icat ion must be addressed 
to Opin ion, Courier-Journal, 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 
14604. 

They should be no longer 
than 1 1/2 pages, typed 
double-spaced, wi th names 
and addresses. The paper 
reserves the right to edit all 
letters. 
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