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AAA 'gas watchers' program tells 
motorists how to save on fuel use 

Operating on the theory 

More vehicles join Over-50 club 
on total mileage basis, not years 

that an informed public 
voluntarily can achieve 
gasoline savings t h a t 
would make rationing or 
high taxes unnecessary, 
the American Automobile 
Association has launched 
a Gas Watchers program. 

Aimed at making "five 
gallons of gas do the. work 
of six," the program is 
in response to President 
Ford's stated goal of re
ducing U.S. oil imports 
from six to five million 
barrels daily. A 16% per 
cent reduction in gasoline 
consumption would be 
needed to meet the Presi
dent's objective. 

The AAA program con
centrates on five areas to 
save gasoline. They are: 

Use Good Driving Tech
niques . "Jack r abb i t " 
starts, fast braking and 
weaving in and out of 
traffic can cost motorists 
up to 44 per cent in gas 
mileage in normal city 
driving, AAA claims. 

Keep Your Car In Tip-
Top Shape. AAA reports 
tests have shown that a 
tune-up can result in an 
immediate nine to 15 per 
cent increase in gas mile
age. "Once you've had your 
car tuned, don't forget 
about it," AAA advises. "A 
car needs to be tuned at 
least twice a year." 

Attentiqn to proper tire 
pressure, radiator temper
ature and brake adjust
ment also helps save gaso
line. 

Join a Car Pool.^ Just 
car pooling with one other 
person to work could re
duce the average motor
ist's fuel use by 25 per cent. 

Plan Your Driving — 
Try combining errands in 

The Over-50 club has 
become the most dominant 
segment of the nation's 
motoring population. It's 
not the age of the drivers 
but the age of the cars on 
our highways. 

According to a recent: 

survey, more than half of 
the cars in operation today 
have in excess of 50,500 
miles on their odom
eters. While the suppo
sition could be that diffi
cult economic times have 
caused people to hold on 

to cars longer, the survey 
shows the trend to higher 
mileage cars has been a 
steady one. 

In 1968 only 43 per cent 
of the cars registered more 

than 50,500 miles. The lat
est study shows 51 per 
cent of all cars have ex
ceeded that mileage. 

The, significance of the 
figures lies primarily in a 
need for more mainte
nance on the part of the 
motorists. 

one trip, cutting down on 
the average 55 miles the 
average motorist expends 
on shopping and related 
needs. Map your route on 
each excursion to make 
certain you're traveling 
the shortest distances. 

Where possible, shop by 
phone. 

Watch Speeds. Observe 
the 55 mile per' hour speed 
limit. In fact, where safe 
and not interfering with 
traffic, travel at 30 to 40 
m.pJh. That is the best 
Speed range for fuel econ
omy. 

"Gas Watchers' Guide," 
a 16-pagej booklet contain
ing tips pn how to make 
five galldns do the work 
of six, is available from 
most AAA clubs, at no 
charge for single copies. 

TAKIN' CARE OF 
BUSINESS 

Two out of every three 
miles driven by the aver
age motorist are for essen
tial trips. About 42 per 
cent of all car travel is for 
work^related p u r p o s e s 
while another 20 per cent 
is for shopping and other 
necessary chores. Slightly 
over 33 per cent miles are 
driven for recreational 
uses. 

While ignition system 
troubles are most often 
responsible for starting 
problems, there are other, 
often mystifying causes. 
An improperly tensioned 
or worn alternator or gen
erator belt can be the 
culprit. The faulty belt 
can contribute to a fatal 
drain on the battery power 
and cause a "can't start." 

<$beCo€i)e&oafo 
(With apologies to John Greenleaf Whittier) 

The sun that Brief December Day 
Rose cheerless over hills of gray; 
Amid the coldness and the snow 
My car was stuck, it would not go. 
And as I cursed the warmthless sun 
I thought of things I should have done. 
If I had had my engine tuned ' 

* I might not be here lost, marooned. 
What's more, if I had vfixed my lights 
These winter days would not seem nights. 
And had my tires been up to snuff 
I wouldn't skid through slush and stuff. 
And how I wish that I had checked 
My cooling system, now it's wrecked; 
And wipers so that I could see 

i The other cars ahead of me. 
But I was pressing on my luck, 
So now I sit here, cold and stuck. 
The wisest words, my friends, I trow, 
Are "Move it, buster, do it. now." 

Beat Those Winter Blues 
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WINTER CHECK-UP SPECIAL 

95 
ONLY I ^ + Tax 

FOR THE ABOVE ADVERTISED PRICE WE WILL: 
1. CHECK THE CONDITION OF ALL HOSES 

i 

2. INSPECT AND DRESS ALL DRIVE BELTS 

3. CLEAN BATTERY TERMINALS AND TEST THE BATTERY 

4. INSPECT THE RADIATOR FOR THE PROPER 
ANTI-FREEZE MIXTURE AND FOR LEAKS 

DURING THE ABOVE INSPECTIONS, ANY ITEMS IN NEED OF REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT WILL BE 

NOTED ON YOUR RECEIPT WITH AN ESTIMATE OF THE COST INCLUDED. 

COUPON" r - i n 

FREE 
WE WILL INSTALL YOUR MOUNTED SNOW TIRES ON YOUR CAR 

WHEN THE ABOVE CHECK IS PERFORMED. 

- AND - W E WILL GLADLY INSTALL YOUR UN-MOUNTED TIRES 

. | FOR $3.00 PER TIRE. j 

I BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Seiittl/ 
5 W . Henrietta Rd. 

PONTIAC 
442-0100 

'COUPON 

N.Y.S. INSPECTION FREE - FREE 
WORTH 53.00 BRING THIS COUPON 

THIS APPLIES TO ANY PONTIAC, VOLVO, MAZDA. DATSUN, 

WHICH PASSES A NORMAL N.Y.S. INSPECTION 
ANY REPAIRS NEEDED TO PASS INSPECTION WILL BE BXTRA. 

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT TODAY GOOD U N T I L NOVEMBER I , 197* -

PONTIAC 
442-0100 

"" T" 
3535 W . Henriet ta Rd. 

,CLIP AND SAVE THIS COUPONi 


