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George Monagan «- a Tribute 
ByJOHNDOSER 

"We had a lot of f un , it was a 
lovely evening, I feel over­
whelmed, to tel l you the truth 
. . . it was just a big happy bir th­
day party and everybody had a 
good t ime. " 

That 's George Monagan ' s 
assessment of a dinner in his 
honor earlier -thjs month at the 
Hi l ton Inn on the Campus. 

The dinner, put together by 
Monagan's fr iends to celebrate 
his 25 years as a teacher, coach, ' 
and athlet ic director, also was 
held on his 50th birthday. 

"There were a couple of 
hundred people there," Monagan 
says, " inc lud ing o ld ballplayers, 
friends, etc., f rom the different 
schools I've taught at. 

" I received.a very nice plaque 
f rom the student association at 
t h e ( M o n r o e C o m m u n i t y ) 
co l l ege , p resen ted by t h e 
p res iden t of t h e s tuden t 
association; I got another one 
f rom friends and players, etc.; 
and then a group of people at the 
print shop at the college gave me 
a picture that someone had 
drawn up for the occasion," 
Monagan explains. 

His friends and former players 
also chipped in and presented 
him a check for $250. , 

Some of Monagan's former 
p layers are w e l l k n o w n 
professionally in a variety of 
areas in the Rochester com­
muni ty today. 

Sid L u d w i g , fo r examp le , 
played for Monagan at Penfield 
High in ^950 ana now teaches 
there; Tom Mooney and Joe 
Mower, also 1950 Penfield cagers, 
are now assistant Monroe County 
m a n a g e r and p h y s i c i a n , 
respectively. 

Monagan, who graduated f rom 
West High and Ithaca College, 
.has always been a Rochesterian 
and he's proud of it. "That's one 
of the things I l ike best," he says. 

Father Ron Sams, SJ, who 
taught Latin at McQua id when 
M o n a g a n t a u g h t phys i ca l 
e d u c a t i o n and was a t h l e t i c 
director there, was at the dinner 
and so was McQua id head 
footbal l coach Tom Seymour who 
spoke on behalf of Monagan's 
former colleagues at the Elm-
wood, Avenue school. 

Monagan has been the athletic 
director and department chair­
person of h e a j t h , phys ica l 
education and recreation at 
M o n r o e C o m m u n i t y Co l lege 
since i t opened its doors in 1962. 

He pioneered the creation and 
development of the A.A.S. degree 
program in recreation leadership, 
the first of its k ind in the country. 
More than .150 colleges in the 
U.S. now haye a similar program. 

He's bui l t an athletic dynasty at 
MCC wh ich now includes 14 
inter-collegiate sports programs. 
Last year no less than nine of 
those teams won conference or 
reg iona l c h a m p i o n s h i p s w i t h 
several MCC players earning Al l -
American honors in the National 
Junior Co l lege . A t r j l e t i c 
Association (NJCAA). 

He was the first lay H-eacher 
hired at McQuaid in 1954 and 
developed the Knights' physical 
education department and in-
terscholastic athletic program. 

He instituted the first post­
season Catholic school basketball 
tournament which grew into the 
Diocesan Basketball Tournament 
— '"'how unnecessary s ince 
Catholic high schools part icipate 
on a temporary basis, in public 
school sectional tournaments. 

'Bye, Bye Birdie' 
pipy Kathy Donne l l y and Judy Nassar w i l l 

t h e St. Agnes p r o d u c t i o n of " B y e , Bjye 
b e he ld iat t h e school , East River R o a d , 
day , N o v . 2 1 , 22 at 8 p . m . , and Sunday, r> 

$2 in advance , or $2 .50 al 
N 

the female role in 
B i r d i e " . T h e p l a y w i l l 
on Friday and Satur-
ov. 23 , 8 p . m . Tickets 
door . 

Colonial Comedy 
Scheduled at Mooney 

The Cardinal Mooney Drama 
Department w i l l present "The 
Contrast" on Friday and Saturday 
nights,. Nov. 21,22 at 8:15 p.m. at-
the Mooney audi tor ium. Tickets 
are $1.50. There are no reserved 
seats. 

"The Contrast" wh ich was 
wri t ten by a Vermont governor 11 
years a f te r t h e A m e r i c a n 
Revolution is fu l l of patr iot ic 
enthusiasm. It is also a satire on 
the social .and personal decision 
t h a t m a n y A m e r i c a n s -were 

making at the tinge about their 
dreams, customs, and attitudes. 

George „Washington attended 
and enjoved the play when i t first 
opened in New York City in the 
1780s. 

The play was first wr i t ten as a 
l ight, elegant comedy but under 
the direction, of Brother Michael 
O'Palko it has been transformed 
into an al l-American, f lag-waving 
farce fu l l of unexpected buf­
foonery 

At MCC he was instrumental in 
s ta r t i ng the Banker 's Trust 
Holiday Basketball Tournament 
which is one of the finest junior 
co l l ege t o u r n a m e n t s in the 
country. He also helped organize 
the New York State Junior College 
Athlet ic Conference and served 
as its first president: 

• The MCC f a c u l t y , under 
Monagan's supervision, teaches 
physical education to the han­
dicapped, men's and women's 
phys ed, cr iminal justice phys 
ed, health educat ion, recreation 
supervision, traff ic safety and 
cardtofitness. 

MCC is an a c k n o w l e d g e d , 
leader in these areas and much of 
its track record is because of 
George Monagan. 

At Penfield, his soccer -teams 
won three sectionals and his 
basketball teams won two sec­
t i ona l s . His MCC baske tba l l 
teams won three conference tit les 
and 80 per cent of the games they 
played. 

National Hotel 
Routes 20A and 39. Cuylerville. N.Y. Host 
to travelers since 1837. Located in 
historical Genesee Valley. Two miles 
Southwest of Geneseo. Steaks, chops 
broiled in the open pit. Prime ribs, 
seafoods, large entree selection. Open 
weekdays5 to 11 P.M.Sun. 12to9 P.M. 

; fUcfo! 
J Home Heating Inc. ' 
I 271-7414 271-4650 ' 

CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING WITH US 
AT OUR FANTASTIC SMORGASBORD 

Traditional Thanksgiving Day Dinner with A Big Plus! 
ALL YOU AND YOUR FAMILY CARE TO EAT. 

OUR SMORGASBORD WILL BE HIGHLIGHTED BY 
ROASTED TURKEYS AND BAKED VIRGINIA HAMS CAR­
VED BY OUR MASTER CHEF. 
TRADITIONAL TRIMMINGS AND OTHER TEMPTING 
ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION. 

DINNER SERVED THANKSGIVING DAY 
12:00 to 8 P.M. 

ALL FOR $4.95 per person 
Children under 12 $2.95 

Reservations appreciated 328-7553 

MONROE COUNTY AIRPORT 
328-7553 f 

3 Hours Free Validated Parking 
Christmas Party & Banquet Reservations — 328-7553 

fire you rich 
enough? 

if a man who was 
rich enough in this 
World's goods saw \ 
that one of his 
brothers was in need, 
but closed his heart 
to him, how could 
the love of God be 
living in him? 

My children, our love 
is not to be just 
words or mere talk, 
but something real 
and active, only by 
this can we be certain 
that we are children 
of the truth. 
(1 Jn. 3:17) 

HELP U S . . . 

. . . t o f i l l the i r needs of body 
and spi r i t . May the Society 
for the Propagation of the 

• Faith be your pr incipal chari ty 
fo r shar ing in the greatest 
and holiest work of the 
Church —miss ionary act iv i ty. 

C J 1 1 / 1 9 / 7 5 

HELP THEM... 
. . .because we are one in the fa i th , because 
f w a n t t o s h a r e my b l e s s i n g s w i t h my 
b ro the rs and s is te rs in need in m iss ion 
lands, I am pleased to send my gi f t of $ 

Name-

Add ress-

City -State- -Zip 

THE SOCIETY FORTHE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
Send your gift to: 

Most Rev. Edward T. CXMeara 

Nat ional Director 
Dept. C, 366 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10001 

OR: 

Rev. Joseph F. Reinhart 
Diocesan Director 

123 East Avenue 

Rochester, New York 14604 
716-454-2926 


