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Permanent Diaconate 
'On Back Burner Too Long' 
Bishop Hogan Tells Council 

By JOHN DASH 

Bishop Joseph L. Hogan \ to ld 
the Priests Counci l last week'\that 
es tab l i sh ing a p e r m a n e n t 
diaconate program in the diocese 
has "been on the back burner for 
too long." 

.His remark came dur ing an 
address in wh ich he ajso in
formed • the priests that d ie 
planning system in use in the 
diocese is under review ,and 
restructuring. He w i l l , issue a 
document of Pastoral Directives 
later this year, he said, t o g ive" a 
pastora l d i m e n s i o n , " t p t h e 
process, "a real vision of what the 
Church is all about." 

0 

Bishop Hogan sa id , " T h e 
planning — obviously we're 
having sornej^roblerrrs w i th it. 
And how to interpret the fact that 
you haven ' t g i ven me any 
rep resen ta t i on — I haven ' t 
analysed t h a t . . . I presume that 
the Priests Counci l is in favor of 
having planning cont inue; but 
you're questioning the present 
Lopez a p p r o a c h a n d t h e 
timetable. 

"It 's a matter of personal 
concern, may I say." 

The focu$ of the discontent 
wi th the process came up at a 
Sept. 25 training session headed , 
by Dr. Felix Lopez, chief architect 
of t he d iocesan p l a n n i n g 
program, the bishop noted. He 
called that session "a real bad 
scene." ' 

As a result of the ' session, 
Bishop Hogan said, Dr. Lopez was 
asked to return to Rochester and 
to pVepare a new proposal. 

t h e new proposal w i l l reduce 
the t ime involvement and be 
much more viable on the parish 
level, when the program enters 
that stage, the bishop said. 

A new ingredient, he added, 
wi l l be the e l iminat ion of the 
highly technical language in "a 
f ield that is "al ien to most of us." 

He said that the input of the 
diocesan consultative bodies, the 
experience he has garnered in the 
years he has been bishop and at 
regional meetings over the past 
few months, wi l l enable h im to 
prepare a document of pastoral 
directives. 

Among the topics -to be -
covered, he said, w i l l be the 
permanent diaconate. He said the 
permanent diaconate "has been -

/b i t the tack burner for too long 
\ and he wants the program " t o get 
^gpiDS^rght away." 

During the discussion" of the 
m inu tes and agenda , Father 
James Baker at tempted t o spark 
discussion of an editorial cartoon 
which appeared on page one of 
the Courier-Journal of Oct. 29. 

Father Baker attempted t o 
propose a resolution drafted by 
the priests of the Livingston-
steuben region: "Resolved, that 
L i v ings ton -S teuben Region 
protests the tasteless and. 
disrespectful cartoon on the, f ront 
page pf Oct. 29 issue of Co.urier-
Journal." •#'••-

Father Baker, moved to incjude 
the issue in the :agenda, but] his. 
motion jdied for lack of a secibnd. 

In his presidential remarks. 
Father James Marv in surfaced the 
issue of the Priests Counci l 
support for the Lopez system. He 
said that whi le the counci l indeed 
voted for the of f ice o f -p lann ing 
and the job description, for that 
office,' no,*:ounciI had ever/ap
proved t r j e topez system and that 
'"red Hags" had been waved more . 

/ 
tha|) a year ago when the system 
was brought to the council 's 
attent ion. 

Other counci l matters included 
a proposal f rom Father Ke\*in 
M u r p h y t o s tudy separa t ing 
stfpends for the sacraments f rom 
the priest's regular salary. 

Father W i l l i a m D o n n e l l y 
moved that the counci l members 
take the question to the blocs to 
see if there is a need for such a 
study. 

O n e c o u n c i l member i n 
terjected that such a study was 
"almost an exercise in 'Are you in 
favor of Victory Gardens?'" 

A close vote passed the 
m o t i o n , 8-7, w i t h f o u r ab
stentions. 

Father Char les Benne t t 
presented the • priests w i th a 
w o r k i n g paper on d i s a b i l i t y 

•coverage. The c o u n c i l w i l l 
publish the working paper and 
discuss it in their blocs. Father 
Bennett received a round of 
applause fo l lowing his presen
tat ion. 

On behalf of his bloc, Father 
Rona ld Stacy p resen ted t h e 
council w i th a proposal to study 
the separation of the religious 
and civi l roles of the priest in 
p e r f o r m i n g marr iages. t ' T h e 
counci l unanimously passed;, the 
mot ion of Msgr. Leslie Whalen to ' 
return the proposal t o its authors 
for further research. A question 
also was ra ised over t h e 
authorship of the proposal when 
Father Peter Bayer, whose name 
was presented to the council as 
an author, denied having ever 
signed it. 

Father John Coonan, in a ^ 
related agenda i tem, asked for 
clari f icat ion of the duties of the 
Marriage Policy Committee. 

Father Paul Mur ley (presented -
the counci l w i th standards for 
religious care of those ?n nursing 
homes. The counci l djscijded to 
request the presence j o f Sister 
Judith Reger, a principal 'author of 
the standards, to clarify her work. 

i 
At the end of the day, the 

Priests Council formal ly adopted 
a number of by-laws to its 
const i tut ion. 

Pittsford Event 

A Chr i s tmas V i l l a g e , w i t h Santa C laus h o l d i n g c o u r t i n t h e 
s q u a r e , w i l l b e t h e b a c k g r o u n d f o r a s i d e w a l k c a f e a n d b o o t h s 
f e a t u r i n g a w i d e v a r i e t y o f h o l i d a y g i f t s a n d d e c o r a t i o n s m a d e 
b y Rpsar ians o f St. Lou i s P a r i s h . S h o w i n g s o m e o f t h e t h i n g s 
m a d e f o r the-sa le a r e , f r o m t h e l e f t , Joanne Pa rad ies , g e n e r a l 
c h a i r m a n ; L u c i a S t i l l ( s t a n d i n g ) , E l l i e H o c k e n b r o c k a n d G e r 
t r u d e R o m b a u t . T h e f a i r w i l l r u n f r o m 10 a . m . u n t i l 2 p . m . 
S a t u r d a y ; N o v . -15 , i n t h e s c h o o l h a l l , 5 4 S. M a i n , P i t t s f o r d . 

National Hotel 
Routes 20A and 39. Cuylerviile, N.Y. Host 
to travelers since 1837. Located in 
historical Genesee Valley. Two miles 
Southwest of Geneseo. Steaks, chops 
broiled in the open pit. Prime ribs, 
seafoods, large entree selection. Open 
weekdays5 to 11 P.M. Sun. 12to 9 P.M. 

^ 

Hicto i 
} 
J Home Heating inc. J 
I 271-7414 271-4610 » 

GIFT SUGGESTIONS 
The Whole Story 

.».< 

The whole sweep of salvation his-
tory-a simple summary of the Old 
Testament, New Testament and 
Church History 
in story form. 
704 Pages 

1.75 to s6.50 

f 
^ * My Way of Life 

F o r the first t ime, the 
Summa of St. Thomas, 

simplified — in one handy 
pocket-size volume. 

640 Pages $2.50 

k. 

My Imitation 
of Christ 

The most popular spiritual 
book of all time by Thomas a ' 
Kempis, second only to the 
Scriptures. A revised edition 
with 117 original , inspiring, 
illustrations. 

480Pd|es $2.00 

My Meditations 
on St Paul 

• The-Acts of the Apostles 
and the Epistles, of Saint Paul 
arranged in meditation form. 
Particularly timely because of 
the renewed interest in the na
ture of the-Church.and the the
ology of the Apostolate. 

• Written for everyone in lan
guage he will readily understand. 

576 Pages $ 2 . 5 0 

My Daily Psalm Book 
The Perfect Prayer Book for all 
times, circumstances and needs. 

A new, modernized English Transla
tion" and over 200 inspiring pictures. 
Arranged for daily reading. 

3S4 Pages $1.60 

p—Tcr Liturgy and Laity 

Reflections on the doctrines underlying 
the Liturgy as outlined in the Constitu
tion on the Liturgy and a series of Bible 
Vigils which are meant to increase your 
knowledge and love of the Word of God 
and to enable you to enter more fully into 

- the life of the Church in keeping with the 
aims of the Second Vatican Council. 

480 Pages $2.00 and $3.00 

My Daily Bread 

- /lift- A step-by-step day-by-day guide to 

spiritual /perfection. Daily reading from 
this book will transform belief into reali
zation and theory into practice. 

448. Pages $ 1 . 7 5 and $ 2 . 5 0 

3L % 
ClB Daily Life 

This timely book shows you how to 
get the most out of your daily life 
with greater peace of mind and in
creased spiritual vitality. Written by 
Father Paone, the author of the 
popular My Daily Bread. 

336 Pages $2.00 

]^l My Daily Prayer 
i£L A Dif fe ren t Kind of 
A P r a y e r Book for the 

m a n y laymen who desire to 
pray with the Church in the 
spirit of the Breviary. 

512 Pages $1.75 

Christ in 
the Gospel 

The Life of Christ in word aqd 
picture. The inspired words pf 
the F o u r Evangelists woven 
into one complete story. 170 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s . W i t h S t u d y 
Guide and Daily Practice. 

448 Pages $ 1 . 7 5 

My Meditation 
on the Gospel 

Prayerful thoughts on the Life 
and Teachings of Christ. 228 
Meditations . . . many accom
panied by beautiful, original,-
full-page illustrations. 

640 Pages, $ 2 . 5 0 and $ 3 . 5 0 
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