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Louis Hohman 
Dear fa ther Hohmari, 

How do you understand the 
following passage froim the Bible? 
"The sins of the fathers shall be 
visited upon the children unto 
the third and fourth generations." 
Thank^you so muchi 

Sincerely yours, 
. - . j MaryB. 

Dear Mary B., ' 

As the pol i t ic ians^are wont to 
say, I'rn glad you abked that. It 
re la tes to t h e i c o n s t a n t l y 

•developing concept: of sin. In
cidental ly , the reference you 
make could have come f rom 
several places: txodijis 20:5; 34:7; 
Num 14-18; Deut 5:9. The ex
planat ion given in ! the Jerome 
B i b l i c a l Commenta ry , is as 
fo l lows: "Fami ly solidarity in 
both good and evi ;l, is a fun
damental O ld iTestlament con
cept. I t was only ilatej- that a more 
i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c • a p p r o a c h to 
reward and punishment- was 
taken. The chi ldren were con-

(tMvtjd as extensions ot the 
^-Personality ot the tamilv hea<l. 
' iThe~\vbole • family niade up a 
i*f5?porate personality, which uas 

l\ rewarded or punished as a 
|«fbup " p 91 
i 

J t>ince' t h e n w e h a v e g o n e 

{ through various stages in our 
\ideas of sin which mostly in
v o l v e d a matter of emphasis. For 
example, we have just come 
through a stage in history when 
almost all the emphasis was 
placed on personal acts andi 
personal guilt -I wi l l try to] 
forestall adverse cri t icism by 
declaring that personal sin and 
guilt are sti l l very important. But 
another aspect of sin has been 
neglected — the fact of the evil 
of sin in the wor ld and its effect 
upon human beings regardless of 
who is gui l ty. Let me give an 
example. Let's say a person is 
dr iven- to i nsan i t y by c i r 
cumstances in his l i fe — 
rejection, bad home l i fe, repeated 
failures, low level of education' 
etc., none of which are his fault. 
Then in desperation and anger he 
goes out and kills three people. 
We should not speak of his 
personal gui l t so much as the 
corporate gui l t of a human 
society wh ich col lectively visited 
those sins upon h im, leading to 
the f inal sins of murder. The new 
Rite of Reconcil iat ion tries t q 
induce in us a greater sense! of sin 
as the evils caused by human 
beings individual ly or col lectively 
and to give us a sense of 
respons ib i l i t y fo r e r a d i c a t i n g 
those sins even though we might 
not be individual ly "gui l ty" . How 
about the problem of racial evils, 
for example? 

\ \ednesda\ . November ~> l l '~ 
Page 12 

FatherDonovan, 
Buffalo Priest 

A'USS ol LhrKStian Burial tor 
Father Denis D o n o v a n was 
celebrated Oct.. 30, 1975, in St. 
Bonaventure's Church, Buffalo. 
Father Donovan was the brother 
of Father loseph [Donovan of St 
Mark's of Rochester. 

He was born in Ireland on 
March 6, 1886 Brought up in 
Rochester, he attended St. An
d rew 's and St. ' Bernard 's 
seminar ies be fo re go ing to 
Niagara University , He was or
dained' in the Diocese of Buffalo 
on Dec. 1, 1918. 

Ass ignments for Father 
Donovan included St. Stephan's, 
Buffalo; St. Patrick's, Barker; St. 
Joseph's, C o w a n d a , and St. 
Bonaven tu re ' s , Bu f fa l o . He 
retired in 1962,. and was l iv ing at 
the Brothers, cjf Mercy Home in 
Clarence at the tirhe ot his death. 

Surviving, besides '. his brother 
are two sisters, Mrs. Timothy 
A r u n d e l and Mrs . M i c h a e l 
McMahon ; a niece, Sister Mary 
Denis, SS], assigned to St. Ann's 
Home; and â  nephew, :ather ( 

Gerard I McMahon of Corpus 
Christi, ; 

The f u n e r a l Mass was 
celebrated by Bishop Edward 
Head and A u x i l i a r y B ishop 
Bernard ]. McLaughl in of the 
Diocese of Buffalo. 

New Directory 
Due Soon 
i I he Courier- journal, award-

v \ m n i n g newspaper . o f the 
Diocese of Rochester, soon wi l l 
publ ish the annual diocesan 
directory, contain ing both ad
dresses- and telephone numbers 
ot individuals and institutions in 
the diocese 

Anthony |. C'ostello, general 
.manager'of the paper-, described 
the . publ icat ion as " the most 
rep resen ta t i ve and c o m p l e t e 
l is t ing, imaginable. This year's 
directory reflects a dioc ese whose 

• inf luence j and growth over the 
past year has been noth ing short 
of phenomenal " 

"Accuracy has been our watch
word. " Cpstello said, not ing that 
the directory should prove an 
i n v a l u a b l e t o o l fo r c o m 
municat ion in the diocese and 
beyond. " 

The d i r e c t o r y is a v a i l a b l e 
t h r o u g h the ( b u r i e r - l o u r n a l , 
Diocesan Directory, b7 Chestnut 
St ..Rochester, N.Y , 14604. at '$5 
per copy 

Deaths 
^ ; 

Dpfiary Wales 
;Mrs Steven Wales, the"former 

Dmary Hil l (j>t Brockport; died 
Oct 22. 197rV, in Phoenix, A n / . 
and was buried there trom Most 
Holy t r in i ty C'hurc h 

A memorial Mass was c on-
(elebrated Oct 2r> at Nativi ty 
Church, Brockport, by hi ther 
|ohn Ph i l i pps , pastor : his 
assistant, la ther Robert Caudto. 
the retired pastor, la ther k iward 
I l - int / ; <incl others _ 

Mrs Wales was the daughter ol 
Mr and Mrs. Russel B Hil l of 
S p e n t e r p o r t a n d t h e m o t h e r o f 

two sons, Christopher and Mark 

She was a graduate of Nat iv i ty 
Sc h o o t . B r o c k p o r t C e n t r a l H i g h 

Sc hool and SUC Brot kport,'which 
. { w a r d e d h e r a B A c u m l a u d e in 

I9(,2 'she did graduate work at 
t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f H a w a i i a n d 

t a u g h t a t Sac r e d H e a r t s Ac a d e m y 

in Honolulu She taught.also at 
t h e I a k e s h o r e S c h o o l i n G r e e c e , 

• md in the I ( I) program at 
• N a l i \ r t \ Sc h o o l . w h e r e s h e w a s a 

.member of the Mothers Club. The 
Walesa fami ly moved to Pheonix 
last year. 

Survivors include a sister, Mrs. 
David (Patricia) Perry o f Spen-
cerport. 

Sr. Consolata\ 
S i s t e r C ' o n s o l a t a R e i l l y , a S is te r 

of St loseph for S ̂  years, died 
Oct 2 1 , 1975, at the 
M o t h e r h o u s e T h e M a s s o f 

Christian Burial- was celebrated 
t h e r e O c t 2 5 b y f a t h e r F r e d e r i c 

Wal/ 
Sister 'Consulate entered, the 

communi ty in 1922 from, lm-
'maculate Conception parish in 
Roc hester. She taught briefly in 
Auburn, worked, at St. Ann's 
Home and for many years was 
e m p l o y e d i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f 

altac bread, at the Motherhouse. 
. Surviving are several cousins in 

Roc hester and Syracuse. 

Gourmet dining 

under tiffany lamps 

Restaurant 
1 9 2 5 T ^ 1 9 7 5 -

Celebrating Our 50th Veer 
196 Seneca St., Horaell, N.Y. 

Only a one and one Twlf hour drive from 
mid-town Rochester to our location in 
scenic Canisteo Valley. Famous for home; 
baked', deserts and .sumptuous home 
cooking. Before or after your meal, peruse 
our interesting display of antiques. Open 
daily 7 a.m.-MIdnfght. Luncheon weekdays 
11:30,. Dinner -,5:30, Sunday 12:30. 1-607-
324-7450.; 

HtHIS 
LUNCHEONS IN OUR NEW 
LOUNGE 
Tiffany Lamps, Log-Burning 

Fireplace 
JUDY DAILY at the Piano Bar 

M0N., TUES., WED., 
THUR.,N[TES 

1485 MT. READ Near Lexington 458-0420 

DINNERS . 
IN OUR BEAUTIFUL" 
DINING ROOM 

Enjoy PAT GERMAIN 

SOUNDS INC. 

. Fri, & Sat. Nites 9:30-1;:30 

Kar-Mac Manor 

Routes 5 & 20 . Between Geneva & 
Waterloo, Thruway Exit 42. Dinners 
frorn 532-5 — Featuring Prime Rib — 
Ghar Broi led SSeaks —• Chicken 
Orega'no* — Liver & Onions •'—'• Seafood 
— Beef & Sea Smorg. eyery Trriday -
Dancing nightly except, tues. & Thu'is. 
Reservations - T89-1305 or 53,9-8044 

fryrnr^ 

Hbf Brau Haus ""_ 
Mow open Sundays 

.406', LyelPAve; Home of real. German & 
American cooking. • Wide choice of. con-
tinental-dmneri. such.as Sauerbraten with 

.potifo.pancakes and Bavarian beef goulash. 
.ppeh.daily-.fbrlunchesand:dihnerSi-Ba.vari'an 
muiic'ti'..,; Sat. riites; Phone 254-9660 your 
hosts,BillandfBetty(Sswjld. - '. 

"fTT-f-y"* r% 

A BOILED DINNER } 

EvfcRY SATURDAY NIGHT 

Corned Beef & Cabbage 
FAERY SATURDAY 5 P.M. to :10 P M 

BUS HORIGAN'S TAVERN 
D/WIS at SECOND ST. . 

E L M I R A 7 N . Y ; 

Akr^UilW- n?'JLL-1" !l •iliiifffi 
7 3 2 - 9 3 8 1 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 

DEWEY AVE. 
PHARMACY 

Prescription Specialists 

COSMETICS - TOILETRIES 
PHOTO FINISHING 

2910 Daway Avenue 865-22110 

National Hotel 
Routes -20A and 39, Cuylerville, N.Y. Host 
to travelers since 1837. Located in 
historical Genesee Valley. Two miles 
Southwest of Geneseo. Steaks, chops 
broiled in the open pit. Prime ribs, 
seafoods, large entree selection. Open 
weekdays 5 to 11 P.M. Sun. 12 to 9 P.M. 

UNIQUETO ROCHESTER i 

CUSTOM FURNITURE 
CARPETS & DRAPERIES 
ONE OF TH^URGER UPHOLSTERERS IN THE AREA 

i "SER VING ROCHESTER SINCE 1933" 

458-5200 
Visit Our Factory Showroom 

1476J Lake Ave. 
at Ridgeway — near Kodak Park 

GOD'S 

A BABY 

FAMILY 

>S M I S S I O N A I D T O T H E O R I E N T A L C H U R C H 
9 

I 

God's piracies are such, you're never too old 

to have ja child. Select the one you want from 

the 20,000 in our Catholic Near East orphanages 

overseas. . . . Every child is a gift from God. 

You tell God you love Him when you. love the 

child Hje loves. . . . $ 1 4 a month gives your 

'adopted' child everything he needs:—good 

food, warm clothing, books and toys, the sense 

of being, loved. We'll send you your child's 

photo With the basic information about him (or 

her), and keep you regularly informed. You may 

write to him, if you" wish, of course. . . . We ask, 

most bfj all, that you pray for your child, for 

your 'aijopted' will be praying for you, [with 

love . . . The coupon below needs merely your 

name and address. Mail it now with your initial 

gift of $14. It's an easy way to start another 

fami.ly. 

WAR'S In. the Near East, wa /s worst victims are chil-
WORSjT dren wlio are struck dumb by fear, blinded for 

V I C T I M S l i fe , o r m i s s i n g a n a r m or l e g . W e c a n h e l p 

them if you give us the means. Send your $1, 
$5, $10 gift.. 

REST Our missionary priests, who receive no other 
IN income, will offer promptly the Masses you re-

PEACE quest lor your deceased. . . . Write us now. 
Your offerings will help the deserving poor. 

Will It's never 
POWER wil l . ' 

the neediest 

Deaj 
Monsignor Nolan 

Pleasi 
return coupor 

with yqu 
offering 

T H E C A T H O L 

r ENCLOSED 

FOR_ 

N A M E _ ; 

STREET. 

CITY 

C N E A R 

too late to remember children in your. 
Holv Father knows where children are 

. Simply tell your lawyer our legal 
title: CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION. 

PLEASE FIND $ . 
CH 

.STATE. -Z IP CODE-

E A S T W E L F A R E A S S O C I A T I O N 

NEAR 
TERENCE CARDINAL COOKE, President 
MSGR. JOHN G. NOLAN, National Secretary-
Write: CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE. Assoc. 
101A First Avenue • New York, N;Y. 10022! 
Telef hone: 212/826-1480 i.- j 


