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The , 
Church 1975 

Andrew Greeley I 
It is pretty hard for any 

Catholic news to be as disgusting 
as the accounts of the annual 
meet ings o f t h e N a t i o n a l 
Federation of Priests's Councils. 
But t he stor ies abou t the-

.gathering this summer of the^ 
National Association of Womer j i 
Religious prove that as in most 
other things the women religiouf 
are ahead hi the men in their 
abi l i ty to produce intense nauseaj 

In the New York Times article 
on the meeting we are to ld that 
the sisters spent their t ime 
discussing "clothes} sex, men and 
their careers," that they talked 
about the hardship of living on an 
average $40 a month personal 
budget and "spoke of dreary treks 
through the thr i f t shop trying to 
f ind second-hand skirts and pants 
suits that f i t . " In the National 
Catholic Reporter we read that 
sisters are dedicated to the use of 
"organized power" and /ha t they 
have become the "conscience of 
the chu rchy 

One of the sisters to ld the 
Times reporter that she had 
entered the convent because the 
c h u r c h p r o v i d e d "g rea te r 
potential for wdmen to be 
p o w e r f u l " t han o ther 
o rgan i za t i ons (doub t less t h e 
t ru th , but a strange sort of 
vocation). One gathers that there , 
was not • a single radical-left 
shallow cl iche, not a single 
feminist slogan that was not 
m ind less ly repea ted at t h e 
meetings. 

The assembly decamped f rom 
the University of San Francisco 
because it was serving Teamster 
lettuce (even though the 
Teamsters since then have shown 
a remarkable abi l i ty to win f r e e ' 
collective-bargaining elections). 
And Sister Shawn Copeland, who 
can always be counted on to 
p r o v i d e at least one mad 
caricature per meeting, pushed 
everything to its ul t imate ab
s u r d i t y by warning that blacks 
faced ext inct ion in the United 
States, I trust that my record on 
the subject of the oppression of 
sisters in the Church is, clear 
enough that I do not have to 
defend myself against charges of 
b e i n g an agent o f t he 
Congregation of Religious. When 
most of the activist nuns were, 
holding their peace, 1 denounced 
the c r u c i f i x i o n by Card ina l 
Mc ln ty re of the Immaculate 
Heart Order in Los Angeles. 
Women religious are not cheap 
he lpr they should not have t o l ive , 
on starvation wages; and they 
should not have to buy dowdy 
and shabby clothes. 

Sti l l , one must wonder if the 
sisters are do ing themselves 
justice by such publ ic events as 
the San Francisco meeting (and I 
am unaware of any protests 
against the press coverage, so I 
must assume that the Times and 
t h e NCR were a c c u r a t e l y 
r e p o r t i n g t h e sp i r i t o f t h e 
assembly). By .accident I was 
reading Sister Kathleen Healy's 
superb l i fe of Frances. Warde", the 
founder of the' American Mercy 
Sisters, at the same time the 
NAWR was meet ing. The contrast 
was str iking. 

The brave young Irish women 
who- founded Catholic hospitals 
in Pittsburgh and Catholic 
schools in Chicago when those . 
were very dangerous places t o be 
were not much concerned about 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 

DEWEY A V I . 
PHARMACY 

Prescription Specialists 
COSMETICS - TOILETRIES 
• 'PHOTO FINISHING 

flllDmiyAMM Mf-att 

-I • 

power but greatl 

Wednesday, October 29,1975 Page 21 

/ concerned 
about service. The 1 our who died 
(thrke w i th in »one day) in the 
Chiqago cholera epidemic of 
1854| wou ld have cbubtless been 
surprised to hear tr at "nowadays 
you< are relying or the hope of 
things unseen" - i as^Sfetui 
Keating, the new heaa of the 
NAWR. put it. Did the young 
women.who.d ied a painful death 
thousands of m i l e ; f rom home 
and fami ly in 1854 f ave a hope of 
things seen? 

t i m e s change ; and t h e 
religious l i fe must change w i t h 
the times. There i> stil l intense 
dedicat ion w i th in the sisterhood 
as in the priesthood. Priests and 
sisters must batt le for their rights 
against oppression in the church 
(an oppression w i l h wh ich I am 
not total ly unfamil iar). But it 
does not seem toe much to ask -
that when they.meet in national 
gatherings that the ^devote most 
of their t ime t o tri e question of 
unselfish and geneious service of 
others (All others a id not just the 
current rad ica l -ch i ; others) and 
rather less t ime to making 
themse lves l oo l l i ke self-
indulgent romant c narcissists. 
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Barbara Diamond 
Has been walking door-to-door in the 23rd. 
District seeking your views. Over 95% of the 
people who answered her questionnaire said 
they're pleased that someone finally asked their 
views on county and neighborhood issues.' 
She, too, is concerned about taxes, pure water 
charges and police protection. 

Vote for Barbara Diamond Nov. 4th 
She will continue to seek your views and 
wil l provide a strong city voice for you in 
the County Legislature. 
23rd District includes both St. Boniface 
and Blessed Sacrament parishes. 

BARBARA DIAMOND, REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE FOR MONROE COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
. . . | 23rd DISTRICT * c 

Paid for by Citizens to Elect .Barbara J. Diamond 
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WATER 
HEATERS 

Double Glass L ined , 

Long L i fe , Ful l Capa

c i t y . Fast Recovery. 

100% Safety Controls 

30 GAL GAS 
WATER HEATER 

75 *82 

IN WHITE 
S- WHITE STEEL TUB 
REVERSE TRAP TOILET 
1«"x17" CHINA LAV. 
CESS TRIM 

Sale P r i ces 
Good Th ru 
Nov. 8 

40 GAL. GAS - $90.50 
50 GAL. GAS -114.85 

ELECTRIC MODELS 
12 GAL. $55.10 
20 GAL. 62.30 
30 GAL. 72.15 
52 GAL. 96.20 
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ELECTRIC HEAT 
SPECIAL! 

s-

3* unit R»a-S22.75-NOW $19.34 
6' unit R-Q.S34.15-NOW 29.03 
8' unit Reg. $42.30-NOW 35.95 

10* unit Reg.$53.55 r N O W 45.52 

2 ' . 4' & 5 ' 

1ASCO SI*ES 
1 A L S O S T O C K E D 

It's-Still Not Too Late.. 
F U R N A C E S 

GAS UNITS 
80,000 B T U - $176.85: 

100,000 B T U - 189.70 
120,000 B T U - 225.25 

LO-BOY GAS UNITS 
100,000 BTU -$220.30 
120,000 B T U - 267.75 

HI-BOY OIL UNITS 
84,000 BTU - $328.00 

LO-BOY OIL UNITS 
84,000 BTU - $361.60 

Other Sizes Stocked 

B O I L E R S - G A S 
75.000 BTU-$315.65 

" GAS UNITS 
112,500 BTU $348.00 
150,000BTU- 419.15 
187,500 B T U - 482.15 
225,000BTU- 547.40 
262.500 B T U - 589.40 
300,000BTU- 683.15 

OIL 
100.000 BTU $597.25 
130.000BTU- 638.50 
160,000 BTU - 69Z.S0 
190.000BTU- 745.00 
220,000BTU- 804.25 
26O.0OOBTU- 862.75 

MATERIALS 

HEATING • ELECTRICAL • PLUMBING 
• GATES 1574 Spencerport RrJ. • UNION HILL Rt. 104 

• NEWARK Lyons Rd.« AUBURN Rt. S|* SAYRE. PA. (So. Waverry) 

• ITHACA Rt. 13 • CORTLAND Rt. 281 
• ALSO TIMBERUNE ELECTRIC SUPPLY • ENDICOTT AT WICKES 

WATERLOO AT WICKES • CANANDAI6UA AT WICKES ' • H0RSEHEADS AT WICKES 
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