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Editorial'" 

' I 'M HAPPY TO REPORT THAT, AFTER PRAVIN& 
LONG ANC7 HARP FOR A SOLUTION TO OUR PARISH'S 
FINANCIAL PROBLEMS, T FINALLV KNOW WHAT TO 
PO/ I'M- GONG TO WRITE TO SYLVfA PORTER/* 

Vote; Do It 
. We agree w i th the bishops of New York State 

wf io have stated that it is a moral duty for all 
Ca tho l i cs t o v o t e . There are many issues o n w h i c h w e 
have n o t o n l y a r i gh t b u t a respons ib i l i t y t o m a k e our1 

o p i n i o n s hea rd . , 

. A d m i r a l Thomas M o o r e r , f o rmer cha i rman o f t he 
j o i n t Chiefs o f Staff , seems t o agree. In an u n o f f i c i a l 
m o m e n t d u r i n g a t a p i n g session last week at WOK.R-" 
TV (Channe l 13) he said t h a t he fe l t t h a t perhaps 
the re Should be a " reverse p o l l t a x " w h e r e b y 
everyone w h o does n o t v o t e w o u l d have t o pay an 
ejxtra tax. 

N o w , b ishops a n d admi ra ls genera l ly are n o t c u t ' 
f r o m t he same c l o t h . So i t is in te res t ing t o hear b o t h 
express"the necessity of everyone vot ing if we are f̂eo 
have true representative government. 

Even though this is an off-year elect ion, there are 
stil l many individual offices a^id issues at stake. The 
Courier-journal does not endorse candidates nor can 
it get involyed in every-issue because its- non-profjt 
status prohibits its entry—-wtor-any but the most 
Church-oriented issues — school aid, abort ion, for 
two. 

To the extent of our l imitations we have tried to 
present information on topics in which our readers 
obviously have interest. We allow use of our Opinion 
space for. letters of good taste, pro and con such 
issues. We avoid letters o*f obvious pol i t ical puffery. 

So do your homework. Know your tacts. Have 
some background f o r y o u r choices. But even if you . 
have only youremot ions to go on, sti l l get out and 
vote. If you don' t you may end up cursing the 
darkness. i 

Sound Advice 
Gov. Ella T- Crasso of Connecticut has provided 

a healthy and appealing touch to the pol i t ical scene. 
1n. a speech at t h e annua l A l Smi th d i nne r in New 
York C i t y , she t o l d s o m e 1,800 persons in a t t endance 
that St. Elizabeth Ann Seton provides a proper 
example for today's pol i t ic ian. 

"Mother Seton was," Gov. Grasso said, " in the 
forefront of an equality movement — one that gave 
due regard t o humaneness, profesionalism and 
piety. I t strikes me: that this is an unbeatable com­
b ina t ion" - - the qualities of a Winner on, any t icket." 

If only more politicians would see their 
vocations irr the same light. 

The C i n c i n n a t i Reds, a team, w i t h ve rve , class 
arid how the world's baseball championship. They're 
all right. 

But th ink of the Boston Red Sox. Their dream 
dijed in October. O r did it? I n baseball; as in l i fe, there 
always is]a new spring coming and never any reason 
n o t to be anticipajting the fu l f i lmen t of our fondest 

jies>.'W.'v' —v. . :- . 
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Paradoxically, many of the 
organizations belonging to the 
N.Y. Coalition for Equal Rights 
.are actively invo • 

i t may be a problem but not 
because of ERA. 

»• 
t /ten and women have not been 

housed together in state prisons. 
If they were, this "would not be 
the result of ERA ratification but 
wo j ld reflect a change in police 
regulations of that particular 
sta:e. 

If rapes had occurred, in 
Tennessee prisdhs, we wouuld 
not be reading about it on the 
opinion page. It would have 
reached all media including the 
large publications. 

Other facts , should be read 
caefully by someone who wants 
to give more credjence to 
common sense than to sen­
sa t i ona l , unsubs tan t ia ted 
comments! I 

I 
Cynthia Jo Dentinger 

57 Midvale Ter. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14619 

Are Unborn 
Less Equial? 
Editor: , 

Today I accepted, a New York 
Coalition for Equal Rights' flyer 
f o m a young woman working for 
passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. The text o f . the 
flyer's message concluded: "It's 
really quite simple. Either you 
Believe that all people are 
created equal or . you don't 

. . . " Across the bottom in 
large letters were written A t t 
PEOPLE, ARE 'CREATED EQUAL. . 

In view of the fact that to 
create means "to bring into! 
existence," I would naturally! 
assume that these proponents of) 
ERA would champion the most 
basic equality — the right to live^ 
Every year hundreds of thousands' 
of human lives, approximately 5,0 
per cent of them female, arie 
iegally killed by abortion. 

Bishop Joseph L. Hogan. 
President 

i 

Anfhony). Costello 
General Manager 

t 
Carmen). Viglucci 

Editor 

Rev. Louis J. Hohman 
Episcopal Advisor 
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ved i n main-

Writers Said 
Misinformed 
Editor. , 

Ir answer to Agnes Dunford's 
letter, "ERA has dangers," 
equality, contrary to her 
statement, is equal representation 
before the law. In answer to 
Marilyn Tlmmons most recent 
letter, "Say nay to ERA", she has 
beejn misinformed. No, f ive 
homosexual couples were not 
married in Colorado because of 
ERA. The legislature? have 
decided that ERA hats nothing to 
do with homosexual unions. In 
Minnesota applications for 
adopting, children have not been 
rejected is implied but she does ' 
not know ,that they have been 
accepted. Here again, ERA has 
nothing to do with adopting 
children. If "consenting sodomy* 
is no longer a crime in California" 

taining the laws :hat allow the 
killing of unborn children on 
demand. The mosjt militant pro-
ERA organizat ion, National 
Organization of Women, is also 
most mi l i tant ly pro-abort ion. 
None of the orga Vizations listed 

» concern themseK 
justice for the un 

The continuity 

es with social 
born. 

of human life 
from fertilization until death is an 
obvious reality. The N.Y. 
Coalition for Equal Rights that 
can ignore the clear disen-
franchisement of '.inborn children! 
and clamor f c a sweeping 

.constitutional ariendment that 
could result in enybody's guess 
may be serious in backing the 
ERA but certainly can't expect us 
to think they seriously believe 
that "all people are created 
equal." If they expect us to 
believe they are paragons of 
equality, then we have every 
reason to ask why they are 

" discriminatory toward some o( 
our human family. 

Jeanne D. Sweeney, R.N. 
135 Nob Hill 

Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

St. Joan's Unit 
Backs ERA 
Editor: 

The Rochester Chapter, U.S. 
1 Section, of St. Joan's In­

ternational All iance strongly 
endorses and urges support for 
the passage of the New York State 
Equal Rights Amendment on our 
upcoming Election Day, Nov.' 4. 

For over 60 years our 
organization has worked to 
secure equal rights and op­
portunities for women in church 
and society, in testimony to our 
belief in the Christian principle of 
human dignity and the worth of 
all God's .people wi thout 
distinction due to race, creed, 
color, or SEX. 

Passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment \vill legally assure 
these rights and opportunities for 
women in our state to. pursue 
careers and.Jife-styles com­
mensurate witfi their'individually 
God-given talents and 
capabilities. Not to guarantee, 
these rights for women woufd be 
to deny the full humanity and 
human dignity of women — a 
direct contradict ion of our 
Christian heritage. 

As ful l-f ledged and con- ' 
tributing members of our society, ! 
women are entitlecHo and must I 
be assured equal protection and ; 

benefits of the law. Nothing is! 
more fundamental to the concept! 
of Democracy and Christianity; 
than this vital concept. Passage! 
of the ERA would f inal ly! 
guarantee long-overdue rights toj 
women on an equal basis vwithj 
men. 

We urge the women and mehj 
in our diocese to exercise theirj 
right to vote on Election Day, and! 
we urge them to display their 
Christian concern for the human 
dignity of all God's people by| 
voting FOR the ERA. • 

Lyn Somers, Coordinator for the 
Rochester Chapter, U.S. Section] 

St. Joan's Alliance 

ERA Concerns 
Legal Right 
Editor: 

I am appalled at the rH^ber df 
letters; you have printed opposing 
the state Equal Rights Amend­
ment !(Oct. 22). These letters arte 
pan i c -d r i ven , emot iomal 
statements which unfairly link 
the ERA to every activity Iroijn 
abortion to homosexuality. But 
all the ERA states is that menanid 
women will be treated equally 
before the law. • 

ERA concerns legal fights arid 
has nothing to do with a person|'s 
choice of l i fe style, or the chpige 
to Work outside the home or?not 

to work, to raise a family or not. 
Nor does it have anything to do 
with public toilet facilities or how 
you divide household chores, or 
the care of children or with social 
amenities. 

The ERA has nothing to do with 
abortion or homosexuality. 
i < -
I On Page 2 you did run the 
ipositioh of the Office of Human 
iDevelopment. Their position is 
Ithat "We believe that the whole 
of society is strengthened 
whenever the basic rights of any 
human beings are f inal ly 
provided." They state the issue 
well. 

Peggy Weston 
59 Chelmsford Road 

RochesterrN.Y. 14618 

ERA Fears 
Examined 

Editor: 

Let's examine basic "fears" 
i expressed about the Equal Rights 
! Amendment. 

!•• ERA would require sexually 
I integrated restrooms, prison cells, 
' dormitories etc. FACT: "Just as 

the principle of equality does not 
mean the sexes must be regarded 
as identical, it does not prohibit 
the States from requiring a 
reasonable separation of persons 

! of different sexes under some 
circumstances. The States can 
continue to require segregation 
of the sexes for these regulatory 

, purposes with respect, to such 
facilities as> -dorms at co­
educational colleges, prison 
dormitories arid military barracks 
. . . The constitutional right to 

•privacy established by the 
• Supreme Court in Griswold v. 
: Connecticut (1965) would 

likewise permit a separation of 
the sexes with respect to such 

l places a public toilets." # U.S. 
! Senate Judiciary Committee 
• Hearings. Equality of rights does 

! not mean sameness. It would 
'. merely require if there is soap in 

the women's room there must be 
soap in the men's room. 

The Draft Scare: ERA would 
subject women and mothers to 
the draft and assign them equally 
with men to combat duty. FACT: 
The New York State ERA cannot 
deal with the draft because it it a 
federal issue. THE STATE MILITIA 
HAS NOT BEEN CALLED UP FOR 
200 YEARS. "Under the present 
U.S. Constitut ion Congress 
already has the power to draft 
women and to decide those 
classifications of citizens exempt 
from the draft. ERA will require 
that women be allowed, to 
volunteer for military service on 
the same basis of men. Today 
women "are often arbitrari ly 
barred from military service and 
from the benefits which flow 
from it." (U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee Hearings). 

The Loss of Support Scare: 
Wives would be forced to provide 
50 per cent of the family income. 
FACT: "The amendment would 
bar a state from imposing a 
greater liability on one spouse 
than on the other merely based 
on sex . '. . Where one spouse is 
the primary wage earner and the 
other runs the home, the wage 
earner would have a duty to 
support the spouse who stays at 
home in" compensation for the 
performance of his or her duties.'' 
U.S. Senate judiciary. Committee 
Hearings. Again: Equal rights and 
equal protection do iriot mean 
sameness and1 would not impose 
any quota system. Relationships 
and responsibilities within the 
home are and wil l remain free 
from interference by the state. 

Betty Ann Tichenpr 
Vice Chairman, Rochester 

I Area Coalition for ERA 

Mote Letters 
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