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A Happy P/ace at St Bridget's 
What Andrew likes best is to ' 'eat left standing 

breakfast with my silly teacher there." Council of In 
after the collapse of th'e 

ijier City Parishes last Spring-

Andrew i$' four. His "siHy teacher" is 
Sister Doreen, who with Sisters Kathleen 
and Maureen are this year running a, 

•finarcciatty independent early childhood 
program at St. Bridget's Church. 

Sister Kathleen calls the program a 
"vehicle of ministry to the people of the 
inner city." " "̂  

One day last week 14 pre-school.ens 
played quietly, building vyith blocks, sliding 
down a siide, assembling puzzles an d 
lookirtg at picture bqoks:> 

Photos fay Susan McKinney 

Sister Katlileeen said that the three 
nuns at th$t i;ime had to ask themselves 
"Am I servjng the people of tihe inne* city 
or am I a teacier?" They decided that they 
"had to create a vehicle to sterve people"-
and the result is the pre-schbol program. 

\And "We^re teaching religion hand 
oyer fist," Sister Kathleen says. | 

The program js unique in the inner city 
fn tha t it Is} a combimaiion of two programs 

The sisteiis' work, does not, however, 
stob at the preschool; level. Sister Kathleen 
notes that central to their program is a 
"tp|al family thrus|." She '\ cites recent 
^ ^ m p l e s of family-counseHijng done and 
family needs answered because of the 
contact thrcugh the pre-schpol program. 

f • J Sister Kathleen notes that the sisters are 
exploring avenues for funding the program. 
Among other sources of income, there is a 
tuftion charge, for children Enrolled. Sister Kathleen at the door of the program office. 
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