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Pope 
United Nations, N.V. [RNS] -

Pope' Paul, warning that rapidly 
changing social condit ions "are 
leading to a wor ld crisis of 
housing and the urban jen-
vironmeint, has. strongly endorsed 

" the goals of, the United Nations 
Con fe rence on H u m a n Set­
t l e m e n t s ( H a b i t a t ) , w h i c h ; is 
scheduled for Vancouver in June 

j1976. 

I In a letter to the Secretary 
.General o f t he c o n f e r e n c e , 
Enrique Penalosa of Colombia, 
Pope Paul noted that the problem 
of habitat ion "is one of the most 
ser ious and urgent f a c i n g 
humanity today." 

C i t i n g t h e " l a m e n t a b l e " 
contrast between the luxurious 
dwell ings of the rich and the 
shantytowns of the poor, he 
called for a new priori ty to 
achieve "m in imum condit ions for 
a decent l i fe for a l l . " 

The papal letter cited the 
adverse effects of speculation as 
a cause of the problem. "We 
canno t ignore, t h a t these 
dep lo rab le c o n d i t i o n s are 
aggravated by those w h o 
speculate in real estate to procure 
excessive profits to themselves." 

Penalosa, who has called upon 
all .religious organizations to 
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U.N. Goals on Housing 
support the goals- of the con­
ference, was received by the Pope 
in a special audience in Sep­
tember. H 3 said afterward, "There 

lis no doupt that His Holiness is 
deeply co icemfed w i th the issues 
before I the conference and he 
questioned mejclosely on all its 
aspects. j 

, Pope1 Paul also cited spiritual 
and social needs. "The legit imate 
aspiration of man for a better 
quality of l i fe demands a level of 
habitation wh ich goes beyond 
shejjter f rom the elements and 
fosters the ful l realization of his 
material, cultural and spiritual 
needs, and contributes in this way " 

to that wh ich is most essentially 
human," he said. 

I 
The lettei cont inued: " In order 

t o be truly human, habitat ion 
must satisfy fundamental needs 
which have not been sufficiently 
recognized in the past. These 
needs fall into two categories: 
one which is concerned wi th 
private, personal and family l ife, 
the other v/ i th social l i fe. 

" In the first case, it is necessary 
AQ assure condit ions of privacy, 
-tranquility and int imacy which 
are indispensable to personal and 
family life. Families must be 
p r o v i d e d ; hous ing i t h a t is 

proport ional to the number of 
their children in order to allow for 
a (normal l i fe and for the spiritual 
and cultural development of all 
lits members w i thou t restrict ing 
new births. Other , needs are 
related to the widening of human 
interchange and mutual enrich­
ment. Al l o f ; this requires an 
insightful planning of cities, 
towns and villages and of their 
spatial arrangements." , 

! r i 
Pope Paul also noted tha t . the 

struggle for decent housing and 
environment was an issue ' of 
"social justice," call ing the right 
to .adequate habitat ion "one of 
the fundamental rights of man. " 

Would You Believe . .. 

Jews, Irish Catholics 
Top Religio-Ethnic Wealth 

. . . According to Survey 
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Father Ehmann, Bishop H o g a n . 

Jews and Irish Catholics are the 
most w e a l t h y r e l i g i o - e t h n i c 
groups in American society, 
according to an analysis just 
completed by the Chicago based 
Na t i ona l O p i n i o n Research 
Center. Italian Catholics take 
t h i r d p lace in the i n c o m e 
sweepstakes a n d . Pro tes tant 
denominations and ethnic groups 
lag behind. 

i 

The study, ent i t led "E thn ic i t$ 
Denominat ion, and Inequality,)' 
was carried out for the Ford 
Foundation, by a team headed ay 
Andrew ,M.| Greeley. It was based 
on a composite ' sample" of 
almost 18;000 Americans put 
t oge the r f r o m 12 separate 
representative national surveys. 

| Its purpose was to determine 
! whetherj and t o what extent the 
• immigrant groups which have 

come Since the Revolutionary 
War have been able to succeed 
economical ly and educational ly 
through!, the "equal i ty of op­
por tuni ty" the American ex­
periment provided them. 

N o n ^ w h i t e • and Spanish 
speakinjg groups were not in­
cluded : in the , study because 
much better data on them - is 
avai labe in therdata banks ancl 
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reports of the Uni ted States 
Census, Fajther Greeley said. 

He acknowledged that even 
though the sample is the largest 
ever used! to analyze ethnici ty 
and inequality, research scholars 
would like to have better data. 

Average annual income for 
Jews is given as $13,340 (in 1974' 
do l l a r s ) ; foT I r ish Ca tho l i cs , 
$12,426; for Italian Catholics, 
$11,748. .German Catholics w i th 
$11,632'and Polish Catholics w i th 
$11,298 come next and then in 
sixth place come the highest 
i n c o m e Pro tes tan t g roup — 
Episcopal ians — w h o earn 
$11,032 per year. 

- The poorest whi te Americans 
are Baptists whose annual in­
come averages $8,693 and Irish 
Protestants who earn $9,147, 
according to the survey. 

Among the generation under 
30, bo th Polish and Italian 
Catholics have surpassed the 
n a t i o n a l average in the 
proport ion of their young people, 
attending college. The Irish have 
been higher than the national 
proport ion in college attendance 
since World War I. Of the Jewish 
young people under 30, 88 per 
cent have gone to college. 

The NORC team found that 

despite the educational and 
f i n a n c i a l a c h i e v e m e n t of 
Catjholics, there is some evidence 
thajt they are under-represented 
^it t h e h ighes t leve ls of 
p ro fess iona l , business,, and 
academic l i fe. " Ir ish Catholics," 
t hey wri- te, " h a v e t h e best 
education and the best income of 
jany Genti le group in the count r ) . 
jStill, in cities in the Nor th , British 
jProtestantshave a higher rate of 

• (occupational mobi l i ty than do 
[Irish Catholics — they get higher 
ipr.estige jobs than do Irish 
'Catho l ics w i t h t h e same 
educat ion." 

; The authors report of Italian 
Catholics that " their educational 
fand f inancial mobi l i ty is the 
[highest in the country, but oc-
icupational ly, their mobi l i ty is less 
Ithan average . . . Italians get 
more education than do other 
Americans for the same parental 
educational level and make more 
money on their jobs than do 
other Americans w i th the same 
kind of educational background ' 

', and the Sjame kind of jobs, but" 
1 they do rjiot get jobs nearly as 
, prestigious as do other Americans 
i w i t h t h e same e d u c a t i o n a l 
[ background . . . 

' "The question must be raised 
I whether there is discr iminat ion 

against these three groups at the 
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Four teen persons rece ived 
degrees at the academic; con­
vocat ion held at St. Bernard's 
Seminary on Oct . 16. Featured in 
the ceremony was the presen­
tat ion of an honorary degree, 
Doc to r , of Div in i ty , t o /Fa the r 
Benedict A. Ehmann. ,f 

•i 

Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 
conferred the degrees, assisted-by 
Father Robert McNamara, dean 
of t h e „ f a c u l t y , and f a t h e r 
Sebast ian Fa l cone , a c a d e m i c 
dean. ' ' 

degree was Daniel M. CennareJIi 
a deacon of the Diocese. of 
Syracuse. ' Th i r t een persons 
received the Master of Div in i ty 
degree: St. Bernard's students 
Thomas F. Berardi (Diocese of 
A l b a n y ) , Peter Fab ian , Jr 
(D iocese of Syracuse), an 
Mat thew A. Kawiak (Diocese o 
Rochester ) ; deacon a lumnus 
f rom Providence, R.I., Bernard J 
D u f f y ; and t w o Rochester 
laymen, James M. Chappell and 
John J. Erb. | 

Receiving a Master of Theology The priest alumni who received 
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the degree were Fathers Walter J. 
Hanss, Bernard F. Dol len, Terence 
K. Flenjiing, Robert L. Collins and 
Thomals F. Nell is f rom the 
D iocese of Rochester , and 
Douglas A. Morrison and A. 
Andrew Ventresca f rom the Arch­
diocese of Hartford, Conn. 

Father Ehmann is the second 
person, in the history of the 
school to receive the Doctor of. 
Divini ty degree. A native of 
Rochester and an alumnus of St. 
Bernard's, he was ordained in 
1929. jHe studied music under the 
late Phil ip Kreckel and at the 
Eastman' School of Music, and 
taught church music at-St. An-
drew'k Seminary, St. Bernard's, 
Nazajreth Co l lege and the 
Eastrrjan School. He was editor of 
the C a t h o l i c Cho i rmas te r , a 
national publ icat ion, f rom 1942 
unti l (1952. For many years he has 
been! the leading director of 
choral music in the Rochester" 
Diocese, and he. is at present a 
member of the diocesan corn-
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Bishops Seek Direction 
For Future Social 

The Bishop's Commit tee for the 
Bicentennial is searching out an 
a p p r o a c h f o r f u t u r e soc ia l ij 
programs of the Catholic Church, f 
Regional hearings throughout the 
coun t r ^a re being held to gather 
data frjom any interested person 
or group . under the general j 
heading of "Ethnici ty and Race." \ 
The arm is to col lect proposals, 
and suggestions for social ac t ion ' 
for the next f ive years. 

I 
The f inal hearing of the series 

wi l l be in Newark, N.J. Dec. 4, 5, 
6. The hearing team is headed by 
Archbishop Peter L. Gerety of, 
Newark, chairman of the sub­
c o m m i t t e e sponso r ing the 
hearings. Anyone may testify and 
speakers are not restricted to the 
theme, but may speak on any 
topic-they feel is relevant. Groups 
already scheduled include the 
New York State Parents Group, 
speaking on educat ion, and the 
Criminal Justice commit tee of th$ 

State "Ca tho l i c C o n f e r e n c e . 
Members of that-, commit tee 
include Father Charles Mul l igan, 
of the Rochester Off ice of Human 
Development and ..Sister Mary 
Sullivan. 

The ' e f f o r t t o c o l l e c t 
suggestions wi l l cont inue this 
winter w i th parish consultations 
throughout the country. Then in 
October 1976, a national justice 
con fe rence in D e t r o i t w i l l ' 
develop proposals for a f ive-year! 
p lan for social act ion for the \ 
Catholic Church in the United j 
States. 

Anyone interested in testifying 
may contact John J. /vtitchell Jr., 
b i c e n t e n n i a l c o o r d i n a t o r . 
Bicentennial Of f ice, 300 Broad­
way, Newark, N.J. 071Q4. The 
telephone number is (201) 482-
5082. Requests should be.made as 

..early as poss ib le , as t h e 
scheduling is now going o n . 

JL~r. l 


