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Music, the Servant 
Parti 

By Sister M. Florian Reichert 

No doubt the t i t le of this article 
—could be "Music that PrayS" or 

"Music , an Aid to,Prayer." In any 
case, i t needs c l a r i f i c a t i o n . 
Certainly there are hymns that are 

' prayers — but what needs t o be 
explored is the real ministerial 
f u n c t i o n o f mus ic o r i ts 
relationship to prayer — Music, 
the servant of prayer. 

What is meant when we speak 
of music asservant? To serve is to 
minister unto. Minist ry is service 
rendered ou t of love and wi th 
deep respect for the ' person 
served. It is never self-seeking. 
Rather, i t is a self-giving in which 
one] loves the persons one gives 
to.' This service is meant to br ing 
joy and peace; to share what 
enriches with deep respect for the 
i n d i v i d u a l s served — the i r 
personalities and- tastes — • no 
mat te r h o w er roneous or 
preconceived. To serve is to urge, 
support, inspire, share with', t o aid 
growth w i thout ever . forc ing 
conformity. The church musician, 
w i th her or his Cod-given gifts 
and talents of music serves and 
aids the prayer of the fa i th-
c o m m u n i t y as i t ce lebra tes 
Christ. This person is a minister of 
music. 

Music is pr imari ly a com­
municat ion art. It has been called 
the "universal language." Any 
communicat ion is a sharing — an 
act of love — and if com­
municat ion is good, true and 
beaut i fu l , it is a greater act of 
love. Music is just this k ind of 
communicat ion, and because of 
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its communal nature: i t is a pre­
eminent sign of celebration. A l l 
hear its sounds; i t generates a 
common mood or spirit; i t fosters 
reflective thought and feelings; i t 
is the expression of that wh ich is 
at the heart of l ife. Music which is 
creative, f lexible but always true 
and beautiful conjures up v iv id 
imagery of l i fe experiences. It is 

_the focus of hope. Good church 
musi'c serves t h e prayer -
experiences of the people of Cod 

and although it can defy ver­
balization it gives expression to 
the communi ty at prayer; i t is the 
servant of prayer. This servant-
role gives it its unique dignity, its 
precise value. A celebration is 
surely somewhat def ic ient i f i t is 
musicrless. What other art can so 
effectively create unity or so 
effectively gather a group, a 
c o m m u n i t y together? O n c e 
music becomes master it loses its 
reason for being. If in the liturgy 
it becomes entertainment i t fa i l s ' 
in its servant-role. 

Now, ' i f music is the servant of 
prayer, ,'we must consider what 
prayer is. The basic experience of 
prayer is to stand before the Lord 
in wonder and praise; to let h im 
become real. Once we reflect on 
his presence in our lives we are 
praying. It takes t ime; it takes 
peace and undisturbed attent ion. 
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SUNDAY 

Fr. 
^ Albert Shamon ^ 
Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mt . 22: 
1-14. (R1) Is. 25: 6-10. (R2) Phil. 4: 
12-14. 

' A l though ref lect ing on Cod's 
word is no t the t ime t o air 
scholarly problems and solutions, 
yet I th ink the di f f icul t ies of 
Sunday's Gospel demand a l i t t le 
"higher criticism." 

First o f a l l , the gospel ( long 
form) seems to consist of two 
parables spliced together by 
Mat thew—the parable of the 
great&anquet and the parable of 
the -man w i thou t a wedding 
garment. Putting these twei 
parables together creates an 
unrealistic effect. Haven't you 
often fe l t that , the host of the 
wedding banquet was a bit 
unreaspnable to throw out the 
guest not properly dressed? After 
all, how could the poor fellow 
hauled of f the streets unex­
pectedly be expected to have 
a wedding garment? 

As for the parable' of the great 
banquet, that t oo was perhaps 
tampered w i t h by Mattfcievv or t he 
Church. We say this, secause a 
parable is generally a story that . 
has on ly a single po in t to it. As 
such, i t is used by speakers. But 
the "parable" of the! wedding 
banquet hasbeen allegorized. An 
allegory is a f igure of speech used 
by writers, no t preachers. An 
allegory differs f rom a parable in 
that every detai l ' symbolizes 

something. Hence it is a studied 
' effort pu t together in the quieto 

contemplat ion of an author's 
study. ., ' -

Consider t h e "parab le" of tine 
wedding banquet. What invi ted 
guests Would spurn art inv i tat ion; / 
or, worse st i l l , ki l l the messengers 
who delivered \ i t ! Wha t host 
Would send o u t an army and rjot 
only destroy those murderers but 
also, burn; their c i ty ! Obviously 

these details reflect the events 
surrounding the destruction of 
Jerusalem (66-70 A .D . ) . The 
Church interpreted the horror of 
those years as a punishment upon 
Israel for rejecting the gospel, 
pe rsecu t ing Chr is t ians and 
putt ing them to death (for in­
stance, stoning St. Stephen). So 
she w o v e these facts into the 

parable. Those sent into the 
byroads rounding up good and 
bad refer to the Genti le mission. 
Matthew, moreover, unl ike Luke, 
specifies that the wedding is a 
feast made by a king for his son. 
The king symbolizes God the 
Father and the son, Jesus Chrisjt. 
So the parable made into an 
a l legory is a na tu ra l i n ­
terpretation after the resurrection 
and destruction of Jerusalem. 

If we disregard this later, 
al legorization, what d id • Jesus 
really mean in the original 
parable? Ve ry - l ikely, it was 
judgment on His contemporaries 
who had rejected His invitat ion 
to the coming 'k ingdom and an 
assurance to the outcasts with 

. whom He often banqueted. 

The*First Reading clues us in to 
the original meaning of the 
pa rab le—the . image of t he 
banquet. "On this mountain the 
Lord of hosts wi l l provide for all. 
peoples a feast of r ich food-and 
c h i c e w i n e s " ; t h a t is , t h e 

Eucharist. It was instituted at the 

Last Supper on Mt . Z ion. 

"On this mountain he will 
destroy the veil that veils all 
peoples"; that is death It was 
destroyed on Mt . Calvary by the 
resurrection. 

"The Lord God wilJ wipe away 
the tears f rom all faces; the 
reproach of his people"; that is, 
sin. The forgiveness of sin was 
•instituted on Easter Sunday night. 

And where shall all these gifts 
be found?—"In the house of the 
Lord" (Response) — His Chur,ch, 
The emphasis is on "Everything is 
ready." The invi tat ion has been 
o f f e r e d t o ' a l l C h r i s t i a n s -
theologians and laity alike. If 
th'ey pay no heed, if they listen 
lot to the Church, if they banquet 
riot, at her Eucharistic table, if 

/ they do not prepare themselves 
p rope r l y f o r th is Euchar is t ic 
banque t , t hen . o t h e r s — t h e 
ungodly, the despised, yes even 
the communists—wil l take their 
place. Our Lady at Fatima 
deemed this possible: "Pray for 
sinners . . Russia wi l l be 
converted!" 

•Few words can do justice t o this 
experience whi le endless chatteY 
often ruins it. Music can evoke 
such prayer, express i t , share it. 
Prayer is often defined as con­
v e r s a t i o n , v e r b a l i z a t i o n ; God 
speaks through his deal ings'with 
his people recorded in Scripture, 
through his prophets, through 
Jesus his Son, through our 
brothers and sisters in prayer w i th 
us today. We listen, we respond. 
Music serves such dialogue. 

To 'plan a music program for 
worship, therefore, we must know 
and mus t have exper ienced 
prayer. Otherwise we cannot 
know the real need of the praying 
communi ty we serve. To . call 
people to praise through music, 
to expect to choose apt music, 
w i thout ever t ry ing. to; pray in a 
communi ty is l ike try ing to work 
out a training program for a 
quarterback when you've never 
watched a footbal l game. 

To summarize, we have treated 
worship music f rom the stand­
point of its being true music and 
how it serves prayer. O u r m o d e r n 
sensitivity to integrity, openness, 
t ruth and our widespread desire 
for communi ty very much needs 
what the U.S. Bishops commit tee 
calls a "celebration theology." 
The more w o r s h i p mus i c 
becomes an act of t f ie human 
person, — knowing, choosing, 
loving, praising, suffering — so 
much the more is i t communi ty 
action. This expression of our 
humanness is best done in sign or 
symbol: in words that are heard, 
c o m m u n j c a t e d , i n t e r p r e t e d , 
e n h a n c e d ; in gestures or 
movement such as trie way the 
celebrant or a procession moves, 

or the way. peop le stand and are 
seated or dance or ] carry the 
book. Songs ' and music can 
likewise truly be called symbols. 
Symbolism contains an intuitive 
or suggestive power i which ap­
peals not only t o the intel lect — 
as a sign we have to interpret — 
but as a st imulat ing force that 
catches up the total person t — 
heart and mind — and which 
creates resulting attitudes " for 
better or for worse." (This is 
indeed, an apt phraseq because 
music is the wedding of words 
wi th beautiful melody.) 

Music as sign or symbol, l ike 
banners or art or. architecture 
speaks a language which :unveils 
a dimension of • meaning and 
feeling that communicates ideas 
and intuit ions that words alone 
cannot y ie ld. Our -cu l tu re is so 
over-logical, over-verbal, that we 
need to be encouraged to live a 
bit more w i th signs, symbols and 
silence, to really celebrate, to put 
into practice a. theology of 
celebration which seems to be a 
Viable rationale for the "servant-
of-prayer" concept . Mus ic is a 

meaningful sign of celebration. 
To be true music, it must be 
beautiful and appealing to the 
people i t serves; to be true sign, it 
must be val id, sincere and true 
art. It must inspire prayer, speak 
prayer. 

WORLD HUNGER 

Auxil iary Bishop Thomas J. 
Gumbletbn of Detroit w i l l speak 
at 8 tonight at the University of 
Rochester Interfaith Chapel on 
Wilson Boulevard. His topic: A 
Moral Response to the Wor ld 
Hunger Crisis." Bishop " G u m -
bleton is vice president of Bread 
for the Wor ld . 

. ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 

DEWEY AVE. 
PHARMACY 

Prescription Specialists 

. COSMETlts - TOILETRIES 
PHOTO FINISHING 

2111 Dewiy Aveaae. . MS-2211 

Adoration Society Sets Mass, Supper 
Aux i l i a r y B i shop John E. 

McCafferty w i l l offer the annual 
N o c t u r n a l A d o r a t f o n Socie ty 
Mass and give the homily at 
Sacred Heart Cathedra l on 
Thursday, Oct, 16. 

The Mass at 6:30 p.m. wi l l be 
fo l lowed by supper in the parish 
hall. Hector G Lemieux, SSS, the 
national director of the society, 

wi l l explain new statutes adopted 
recently by the"Archconfratemitv 
for Nocturnal Adorat ion. 

'Women are invi ted to both the 
Mass and t h e ; supper. Supper 
t ickets, at $4,rrtust bought f rom 
group leaders.! None wi l l be sold 
at the door. | ,: 

Chairman is; Joseph E. Schmidt 
or Our Lady of Mercy parish. 

MINIMUM INVESTMENT 
$25 

CAR NEEDED 

CALL LIFETIME 

2440880 
Hon. thru Wed. 11 to 1,5 to 6:30 

WHO CAN YOU CALL 
t o i p r o f e s s i o n a l l y r e c o v e r a 

l e a t h e r o r v i n y l - c h a i r o r 

sofa?-
A l s o v e l v e t s , m a t e l a s s e , 
h e r c u l o n s . « 

Large Selection of Leathers 
& V i n y l s i n S t o c k 

%Mted UPHOLSTERING 
225 PARSELLS AVE. 482-7770 

FREE PICKUP - DELtViERY 

Fine Table Wines 
now available at better 

liquor stores everywhere 

yam ottet/afcL 
,',7107 Vineyard Rd. 

Conesus, N.Y. 14455 

LMM 

For Rate Information 

Call Bill Coffas 
454-7050 

Bridal 
Corner 

COLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

WEDDING 
SPECIAL 

99 at 
M^. I\ cPuriAi Invitations 
r~± i SPECIAL «t Discount 
Vour wedding pictures can be taken only on- • 
ce.-entrust a professional with the task of 
preserving the moment OuHinnfl 

O ' A A i < S > k f t J O ^ P PHOTOGRAPH1! 

Scmkla'b Vwibj Hwiae 
953 Edgemere D r 

Weddings • Showers • Banquets 
Completely Air Conditioned 

Y o ^ ^ ^ t ^ j £ e _ S c a r l a t a ^ _?j>?-j>140 
AKE 1688 CLIFFORD AVE 
0 R N E R ne* Goodman 

We Deliver 
3 tier serves up to 100; $29 
4 tier serves 175 to 200, $45 
4 t i e r f o u n t a i n c a k e , $ 8 0 

Decorator cakes, whipped cream & strawberry filing, halt sheet $8, full sheet $15. 
Decorator cakes, whipped cream I custard fifing, half sheet $7.50, full sheet $14. 

Decorator cakes, butter cream frostings, nan sheet $6.75, fun sheet $13. 

P H O N E 

4821-1133 

<s$k 
248 MONROE AVE. 
across from Sears 

325-5958 

PRESENT THIS A D A N D RE­
CEIVE A FREE TUXEDO FOR 
THE G R O O M WITH A PARTY 
OF 5 OR MORE. 

STONE RIDGE PLAZA 
8654391 

EASTVIEWMAU 
232-3270 

1742 MONROE AVE. 
Near 12 Comers 

244-2760. 

XJn& <^M,oMuaQ£, QZAJX) Silver. Computg 

Bride and Groom toast thalr troth by drinking together from 
the Marriage Cup. On each wedding anniversary they repeat 
this ritual. This cup will b* charishad as a family keepsaka. 

T H E 
DISCOVERY SHOP 
FISHERS, N. Y. 14453 Phone 924-3019 
Directions — 1st light south of Eastview Mall turn right 

' coming from Rochester. Open Mon. to Sat. 10 to 4:45, Sun. 1 
to 5. 
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for a beautiful wedding reception! 
For Reservations Call 235-5654 

B e a h a n R o a d Completely Air Conditioned 

n 
<<£$ 
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THE 
MRTY 
HOUSE 

S. 


