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Editorial 
Disenfranchised 

If Only the unborn could fj/ote. i 

Pol i t ic ians, w h o use the t i red l ine t ha t they are 
persona l ly opposed to abor t ion bu t w i l l n o t oppose it 

j : ' o f f i c i a l l y because o f th is or t ha t are more t han a- l i t t le 
d i s t u rb i ng . I t is d i f f i c u l t f o r the pro- l i fe forces t o 
c o u n t e r those w h o s incerely be l ieve that ; abo r t i on is 
accep tab le . A"t least t hey majke clear i the i r c o n 
v i c t i ons , howeve r misguided." | ; 

" j 
Howeve r , sortie po l i t i c ians , 'a r id Sen. !Bi rch Bayh 

of I nd iana , a possib le ^presidential , cand ida te , has 
added his name to th is l ist of med ioc r i t i es , c la im 'to 
believe one thing .but do another:. . . ' ' 

Chairman of the Senate Judiciary. Committee, 
Sen. Bayh vbted against each of the proposals to 

-amend the Supreme Court : decision of 1973, 
mouthing that old line-about his personal belief but 
thjeo double-talking that in. hils opinion laws con
trol l ing abort ion'would be widely f louted and drive 

,trte practice back into- illegal' channels.: 
• r '• 

° First, let us not make l ight'of this concern. It is a 
legit imate one and when the Supreme Court decision 
is f inally overturned, safeguards must be provided to 
prevent such happenirigs. 

\ 
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However, because such concerns have.a bas,is in 
fact , let us not allow our elected, officials to use a tree 
to block the forest. Nor to speak out of both sides of 
•their mouths at the same time%£; 

, ' • - ^ 

We have known the local ^politicians who have 
put their poli t ical careers before their, convictions. 
The same pervasive1-ambitioni saturates those who 
have risen, to national prominence, Sen. Edward 
Kennedy and Sen. Bayh, two recent examples. 

We are wi l l ing to grant that to some degree their 
refusal -.to support overturning the high court 
decisions may have been; related in some wav to 
reasons other than expediency. 

Still, it leaves us wondering if things might be 
different if the.mi l l ions of babies who have been 
vict imized by abortion and the mill ions facing 1the 
same fate were able to vote. ' -

l*They'can't,;-but mill ions of the resfbf us can. 

Gun Control 
* 

W e do no t t h i n k i t i s s+ioOting f r o m the h i p t o 
w o n d e r w h e r i some th ing wi lT 'be d o n e t o rbrovide a 
national firearms policy." We know there tare con
stitutional questions, involved and that in protecting 
everyone's r igh t t o a f u l l God-g iven l i fe w e must not . 
abr idge t he r igh ts 'o f o thers t o "ca r ry and bear a rms . " 

The argument has)been protracted and .costly. 
Surveys show, that the bulk,off Americans want gun 

• control laws, possibly most of us want nothing to do 
wi th guns. Progress has been j slow or niL 

In tight j ' of the twdU recent attempted 
assassinations |on tfve Presiden^erf the United States, 
in l ight of the other disgraceful assassinations of* 

•public figures,!in light-of the thousands who end up 
victims of thesje anachronistic Weapons, it is t ime for 
-seine changes! 

When a president gets shot down, public! at
tention is aroused. We must remember that when .a 
person on Afiyj Street, U.S.A., is v ict imized by these 
weapons, the pain to family a|nd friends is as great. 

Perhaps tliere is l i t t le need to note that the U.S. 
•Catholic" Conference administrative board is ad
vocating a p^fionali firearms policy, declaring that 
" the unlirrviteS/Jfreedom to possess and use handguns 
must.give waytfoithe rights of all\peppfe tti ;safety and 
-protection against those who misuse these;'weapons." 

; The,board has called "for effective and bouragedus 
action to control handgunk; leading to their eventual, 
el imination from our society. 

Please, gunnies, and other National Rifle 
'Association fejllows, you have proved that you have 
the resources to-overrule the sentiment, of your 
fel low citizens, Npyv, take the responsibility to lead 
the way to ^|">W- Don't repeat hack phrases about 
outlaws. Police departments don't agree wi th you. 

How abo 
.c i t izens 
c o n t r o l l i n g 

ut it? We all w that you're good. 
Prove i t , once and ' fo r a l l . Back laws 

handguns in society. ' •' 

Opinion 
Don't Close 
St. Mary's 
Editor: 

We are the parents of four 
children all born at.St. Mary's. 
Hospital, in the late forties and 
fift ies. W e and the several 
thousand others whose children 
were born there, deplore the 
action taken by the Monroe 
County Health Counci l regarding 
the closing of the obstetrical unit 
at St. Mary's. This hospital 
represents i n ' ou r communi ty an ' 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l w i t n e s s t o t h e 
concern of a large part of our 
populat ion for ; the. value of 
unborn l i fe: Whi te our country \s 
still struggling to "se t t le the 
question whether the- law should, 
p r o t e c t u n b o r n . l i f e , th is 
protect ion has always prevailed 
at St. Mary's. „ 

St. Mary's has served the 
communi ty since Civi l war days, 
and probably more Rochesterians 
have been born there than have 
been born in all the other 
hosp i ta l s p u t t oge the r . I t 's 
ironical that this should happen 
at the same t ime the whole wor ld 
is honoring the founder of the 
Sisters of Charity, Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, w i th canonizat ion. 

• We believe this hospital, stands 
as a beacon of intrinsic moral i ty 
and for the dif ference between 
good and evil, of right and wrong 
fn human actions in regard to the 
unborn. If St, Mary's obstetrical 
unit is al lowed to be c lpsed^we 
feel this w i l l be another • act* of 
human selfishness which; is in
dicative of the moral decadence 
and corrupt ion that is permeating 
our c iv i l i za t ion, ! 

We, on behalf of the above 
ment ioned thousands, implore 
you to consider our remarks and 
look deep into your hearts and 
decide whether the closing of this 
unit is essential for Cod and man, . 
or is i t t o sa t i s fy t h e God less w h o 
ignore the yalue> of the unborn. ' 

Mr. & Mrs. W m . D» Morgan 
2060 West Side Dr. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

There Is 
One Judge 
Editor: 

In Mr. Bart's letter (9-10-75) h e , 
asks, ' 'What is so posit ive about 
homosexuality?". I wou ld answer 
that the question is irrelevant and 
shows not only ignorance but a 
lack' of understanding towards 
human sexuality. 

(4) 
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"GIVE UP THE RELIGIOUS BOOK CLUB, RALPH/ / " 

One's sexual or ientat ion, as a 
predominate theory states, is 
determined by one's chi ldhood 
environment and countless social 
interactions. But once it is 
es tab l i shed , i t c a n n o t be 
changed. So the positiveness or 
raegativeness of anyone's sexual ; 

or ientat ion, whether homosexual, 
b i s e x u a l o r h e t e r o s e x u a l , .is 
subjective and rests w i th the 
person's own views on her/hie 
own situat ion. 

-Of course. those views are 
inf luenced by the person's social 
environment. It is f rom these 
surroundings that the person 
encounters either acceptance or 
r e j e c t i o n , u n d e r s t a n d i n g or 
prejudice, and develops either a 
sense of goodness and well-being 
or of guilt and paranoia. So 
therefore, a person's positive or 
.negative feelings ul t imately come 
(from the rest of society. This 
presents soc ie t y . . .w i t h a 
responsibil ity t o obtain genuine ( 

• i n fo rma t i on on issues a n d ' 
maintain a contemporary and 
unbiased v iew towards humanity. 
This responsibil i ty alsp includes 
d e a l i n g w i t h these issues in a 
truly Christian mariner. 

To those who , ' 6,Ut of their 
i g n o r a n c e ' a n d f £ a r , w o u l d 
condemn me, I wou ld say that 
there is but one Judge and my 
fai th resides in Him. 

Kevin Scahill 
28 Harmony Lane 

>̂ Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

Interested 
In Gregorian? 
Editor: 

I . _ 
In the past couple of years, we 

have read and heard of - the 

direction of Pope Paul that there 
be some return t o the use of-Latin 
in the Liturgy and to the use of 
Gregorian music as wel l . He has 
even published a col lect ion of 
the more simple, and qui te 
famil iar charfts, to be used for this 
purpose. This seems to be' done 
only once in a whi le , perhaps on 
special occasions. 

I am one of a group which has 
gotten togther under the 
direct ion of Father Benedict Eh-
mann. W e hope to rehearse the 
melodies in this booklet of Pope 
Paul's and add others as wel l . As 
we do this and mature as a group, 
we hope to renew -interest in 
our parish congregations in this 
beautiful music, not w i th the idea 
of replacing, anything, but to 
enlarge the scope of our l i turgical 
music. There is such a weal th , of 
;not o n l y re l i g i ous , b u t 
educational and cultural values 
as wel l , to be found among the 
great l i turgical composers. ^For 
these reasons, a n d because "the 
Holy Father has so directed, we 
are interested in preserving this 
art. I 

We feel there are many people 
out there, men and women, who 
would be interested in joining us, 
to sing these beautiful priases to 
Cod. I wou ld be happy to give 
details not permitted in this space 
to anyone who is interested. I can 
be reached, evenings, at 621-
7640. 

[Miss] Dorothy A. Florack 
437 Britton Road 

Rochester, N.Y. 1 4 6 1 6 
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