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Aquinas Football 
Should Never Have Happened 

ByjOHNDOSER 

Every school youngster learns 
early t ha t strong acids or alkalies 
and mapy other chemicals can 
cause severe burns. 

V 
The burns usually are the result 

pf splashing or spi l l ing of the 
f lu id . When this occurs, im­
mediate removal of c lo th ing and 
washing w i th water are essential 
to rr i inimize the effect of the 
chemical which continues to 
corrode the patient's l iv ing tissue 
unti l it is whol ly removed or 

•neutralized. 

/ Aquinas ful lback Bil l Magee, 
wro te Ray Buck in a Times-Union 
sports story last week, "lies at 
home, naked and in pain, f lat on 
his back beneath a makeshift tent 
— a f lowery printed sheet draped 
Over'an inverted a lumninum cot. 

"Absolutely noth ing is al lowed 
to touch his sensitive skin. He 
couldn' t stand it. 

"His body is tattooed f rom 
ankles to navel w i t h massive red 
b l o t c h e s , r e s e m b l i n g raw 
hamburger, concentrated heavily 
in the thigh and groin region," 
according to Buck. 

Magee, the hard-driving Litt le 
Irish ful lback, w h o picked up a 
loose ball f rom quarterback T im 
Weston and scooted through, a 
hole and into the end zone for 
possibly the last touchdown of 
his high school career, suffers 
f rom first, second, and third 
degree burns, the result of 
contact w i th dehydrated l ime 
applied by the City of Rochester 
to the Holleder Stadium gridiron 
a week ago Saturday. 

The l ime, wh ich combined w i th 
the rain, formed a mixture of 
calc ium hyrdoxide f l u id , explains. 
Dave Missell, Aquinas athletic 
director, head soccer coach, and 
a chemistry teacher at the Dewey 
Avenue School. • ' 

Magee picked up by far the 
worst burns of any of the mpre 
than 30 Aquinas and Madison 
players w h o complained of burns, 

probably because he was in on 
more head-fo-head! plays than 
anyone else on the| f ie ld . 

Magee and spme other 
teammates,, also affected by the 
bums, missed Sundaf's important 
game at McQuafd' where both 
teams met in' a l batt le of un-
beatens w i th the R i g h t s holding 
a three-year winnfinjg streak over 
the Irish. 

The l ime issue quickly became 
a pol i t ical issue. j 

Rochester C i t y C o u n c i l m a n 
Charles Sch iano , t he o n l y 
republican on the City Counci l , 
w h o a t t ended the Aqu inas -
Madison game, blasted ci ty and 
D e m o c r a t i c c i t y c o u n c i l 
members the fo l lowing Tuesday 
for "gross incompetence" whi le 
City Manager Elisha Freedman 
accused Sch iano o f be ing 
deceitful for keeping news of the 
incident to himse|lf unt i l the 
council meeting. 

Fourteen parent^ of Quinas 
gridders injured by tjh.e burns met 
during the week anid decided to 
retain an attorney to init iate 
either a claim or a lawsuit against 
the ci ty. 

A lot is at stake, Wi l l iam 
Magee, Billy's dad explains. 

He figures his son's athletic 
successes at Aquinas this fall 
would have resulted in at least a 
$20,000. a th l e t i c scho la rsh ip 
because college footbal l scouts 
had. indicated they wou ld watch 
the Litt le Irish ful lback closely 
this season. i 

"Thafs $5,000 a year for fo l i r 
years," the senior Magee adds, 
"not count ing the pa in . " !' 

The young Aquinas ful lback 
had scouts f rom Syracuse arid 
Colgate watching h im and he had 
received letters of inquiry f rom 
Fordham, West Point, Penn­
sylvania and other schools. : j 

John Marshall , father of Lir i le 
Irish guard Wayne Marshal l , says 

ithe compound ca lc ium hydroxide 
its what orice was. used to take the 
jmeat off, the bones "of dead 
animals . :4 . or what they used to 
pour into outhouses to kiIrthings. 

Dr. Simon Kovalik of Strong 
M e m o r i a l Hosp i ta l ' s Poison 
Control Center says if the l ime 
had gotten into the players' eyes 
wi thout the proper washing w i th 
several quarts of water, the 
irritant could eat through the 
sclera, the outer whi te covering 
of the eye, possibly causing 
blindness. 

The same l ime was-used that 
weekend and. previously on eight ' 
other city-owned athletic fields 
including Edgerton Park1 where 
Jefferson p layed Edison Tech the 
same day. (Jeff and Edison 

J players reported only a few minor; 
(burns). ; - . ' ' 

At midweek City Recreation. 
Commiss ioner Jeffrey Swain"-" 
ordered the fields closed unt i l 'a l l 
traces of the l ime were removed. 

W h a t is your f a v o r i t e T V s h o w ? 

C A R D I N A L M O O N E Y 

! Missell says the l ime tested at 
the Aquinas chemistry lab in­
dicated a pH strength of 12 on a 
.scale of 1 to 14 — where seven is 
|he reading for, water (which is 
neutral), and^jhigher numbers 
| e f l ec t a l k a l i n i t y w h i c h can 

' irritate the skir) (pH of 9) or cause 
•burns (pH of 11 or higher). 

it 
; Schiano presented City Council 
w i t h an 'e rhp ty l i m e bag, 
presumably taken f rom Holleder 
Stadium, which c lear ly, warned 
that its contents, hydrated l ime, 
could cause irr i tat ion or burns to 
wet skin w i t h prolonged contact. 

It was later learned that the 
l ime was purchased by the city 
for use as a fert i l izer to be applied 
to park grounds or grasses by the 
City Parks Bureau. 

Sdme City Counci l 'members 
were upset because i t took four 
days for them to realize the 
significance of the burns, but the 
incident had been reported the 
next day fn the Sunday Democrat 
& Chronicle. 

Kirk Wagner, senior 
Beretta | 
because I th ink 
the star, Richatjd 
Blake, has style 
and 1 like pol ice 
episodes: I th ink ; 
television 
programming is 
good. I def ini tely I 
t h i n k there is I 
enough variety in TV shows to 
interest.everyohe except perhaps 
for sport'jcoyerage — they overdo 

senior . . . " M y 
favorite • 
television 
p r o g r a m i s 
Hol lywood • ; 
Squares. It Has 
a l l k inds iof 
actors on it f rom 
stars to average 
people — a gopd 
v a r i e t y p f 
charac te rs . 1 

def ini tely th ink there is not 
enough variety on TV for people 
to watah. I'd l ike to see more 
adventure shows about what is 
going on in our t ime. " 

Chr is Rakar, f r e s h m a n , 
baseball . . . " M v 
f a v o r i t e * is* - ; 
Happy Days. I 
l ike the o ld days 
and the music. I 
th ink there are 
too many police-
stqries on TV. 
would like to see 
more comedy on 
television. I think TV sports 
coverage is just r ight, especially 
footbal l games." 

sophomore] soc-
. . "Mon ty 

Python's Flying 
Circus because it 

good English 
humor. Kojack 
is my next 
favori te. I th ink 
TV should have 
m o r e s p o r t s 
coverage. There 

are too many detective stores 
wh ich al l tend t o be the same." 

•w 

T a m m y O ' N e i l , sen io r , f i e l d 
h o c k e y t e a m 
. . "Mon ty 
Python's Flying -
C i r c u s . I t ' s 
different f rom 
other programs 
w i th a variety of 
weird comedy. 

'Some of the TV 
• ~'~ - - * programming is 
all right, but some ot i t is pretty 
bad. There is too much violence 
on TV. Al l this type' (violent) 
shows get shown together. 

Louis " R i c c i u t o , sen io r , 
track . . . "Beretta." 
It has „a l o t ' of 
action in it, and 
no two episodes \ 
are the same, 
thin.k the re i s j 
quite a bit o f ' 
va r i e t y in TV 
programming — 
comedy, variety „ 
shows, game' shows ijf there is 
anything on TV I don t agree w i th , 
it is the private detect ive stories. 
There are too many of) them and 
they aje all similar." 

Do lo res Pressley, r e s h m a n , 
basketball . . •:i 
t h i n k ^ 1 - l i k e 
Emergency the 
best because I 
l i ke tlo w a t c h 
p o l i c j e a n d 
f i remen stories. I 

£j£S,t^^^0"4s l i ke to see 
'wm-t^M% people saved, 
• I ' ' ..-- f<f$m and l ike to see it 
as part of real l ike, too. There 
could be a lot morê  9 o'clock' 
movies on , but otherwise the 
variety is really good ! " 

Jill Futson, sophomore, 1975 
carnival • queen 
. . . " I e n j o y 
Mash because it 
is funny. I like 
the comedies I 
don' t th ink a lot 
of t h e Shows) 
need al l t h e 
violence to get 
a c r o s s 
be g o o d en - _ 
tejrtainment and l feel comedy is 
the best part o f i t . " ' 

Mercy Downs Charlotte 
PhototrSasan MeKi'nney 

Coleen Cleary ( M e r c y h igh school's 22) is a l l tangled up w i t h Char lo t te high school's Bonnie 
M c K a y ( 1 3 ) , C leary w e n t on t o boot - in t w o goals earning a 2-1 v ictory for M e r c y . T h e g a m e was 

. , . • ' . - . p l a y e d Thursday Sept. 25 . i 

KNIGHTS OF EQUITY & 
DAUGHTERS OF ERIN 

80th National Convention 
Holiday Inn-Downtown, Rochester, N.Y. 

For T i c k e t s G i l l : 

Alfred Grove — 66ta-l'630 
Dennis O'Reilly —471 -0351 

Thomas R. Coughlin — 288-5758 
Martin Scahill — 254-8465 


