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[Part Two]i 
By MSGR. WILLIAM SHANNON 

- J ' ••• 

A few years- ago, in the first 
fervor of the l i turgical renewal, 
we used t o chide people w h o said 
that, w i t h all the part ic ipat ion 
demanded o f ; them at Mass,' they 
no Jcjnger had t ime to "say their 
prayers". I th ink w e were r ight in 
c r i t i c i z i n g such an a t t i t u d e . 
Obviously we should not come t o 
Mass to "say prayers" that. iare ; 

extraneous t o the Mass. But I 
wonder if today we do no t have 
to take seriously the object ion of 
those w h o say that so much 
"par t i c ipa t ion" is demanded of 
them that they no longer have 
t ime really to pray. 

Nor are we able to answer- this 
ob ject ion simply by af f i rming 
that the whole Mass is a prayer. 

On Pastoral Liturgy 
The Mass »is go oppor tun i ty for 
prayer, but there wi l l be. ! no 
genuine .prayer- i f there is no 
oppor tun i t * r^ to reflect, to be 
recoilected,-jfo respond. This is. a 
particularly acute problem ..for 
people for w h o m the Sunday 
Eucharist is practical ly the only 
t ime in their week when they give 
any signif icant amount of t t ime to 
prayer. Are we robbing tfhem of 
something important in their lives 
if our l i turgy is so busy,'that it 
offers them no j t imefor pondering 
and reflection? The question I am 
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Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mt . 
21:33-43. (R1} Is. 53-7. (R2) Phil. 
4:6-9. 

Two Sundays ago the parable 
of The Laborers in the Vineyard 
pointed ou t that salvation h not 
something earned; but a gift of 
G o d freely given—a grace. This 
Sunday's parable of The Tenant 
Farmers , w h o w o r k e d t h e 
vineyard, is meant to coun
terbalance a do-noth ing at t i tude 
that the parable .of The Laborers 
in the Vineyard might possibly 
foster. Though"salvation is a gif t , 
stil l i t is a g i f t that has t o be 
a c c e p t e d : A c c e p t a n c e means 
responding t o God's gif t by 
producing the . f ru i t o f good 
works. 

The artist who paints has a 
r ight t o . recompense . for his 
paint ing. The dramatist who 
Writes a play or the novelist a 
novel or any other wr i ter—al l 
have rights t o royalties from" the 
"creations of their minds. Shall 
God alone, of a l l 'creators, have 
no right to royalties from the 
worJss of His hand? The word of 
God says. otherwise. " H e looked 
for the crop 'o f grapes" (R1| . " H e 
dispatched his slaves to the 
tenants t o obta in his share of 
grapes" (R3). 

The parable, of the Tenant 
Farmers reflects a true-to-irfe 
si tuat ion in Jesus' day. Lan
dlordism was a problem then as 
now. Rich men. bought up land, 
leased it, and wh i l e ' others 
worked i t they went to some b ig 
c i ty to l ive. Tenants on their part 
hated the landlord system, and 

. not infrequent ly by an adroit 
mixture o f legal dexterity and 

. fprjce they wou ld contr ive to 
wrest the land f rom the owner. 
Generally, the local authorities 
wou ld be on the ""side of the 

nenants. After a l l , they worked the 
land and were part of the local 
commun i ty , whereas the lan
dlords where . r ich arid absent— 
t>ften abroad, a th ing hateful to 

" t h e ' n a t i o n a l i s t i c Jew, and 
luxur iat ing on the sweat of the 
brows of others. So the cards 
where stacked against the. lan
dholders. 

Af ter t he harvest, the lan
dholder in the parable looked for 
a return on his investment. No 
d o u b t the tenants fe l t this f irst 
collection to' be unjust; initial-
expenses would consurnejthe first 
prof i ts. So they beat .iup -the 
col lectors-The landlord wisely let 
i t go. 

• • WKen t h e next harvest came, 
he dispatched' more slaves Jo 
col Feet t h e rent. The tenants, had 

probably decided that what ha^i;( 
worked once wou ld work again'.*__ 
So t hey repea ted t h e f i r s t 
episode. The tenants were o b 
viously work ing for a land grab. 
The landlord could not l e t t h i s g o 
on . Tenants w h o enjoyed! the 
produce of three successive 
harvests cou ld become owneys by • 
prescript ion. After thfs sepond 
incident, therefore, the owner 
had to take adrastic step or; else • 
loose his land. j 

When the th i rd harvest dame 
around, he sent his own sqroj The 
-tenants p e r c e i v e d t h e ' i m 
pl icat ion. To al low the son to 
carry out his commission would 
j e o p a r d i z e t h e i r i nc reas ing l y 
strong legal claims. Faced w i th 
this eventual i ty, t hey ki l led the 
son. But this t ime, the tenants 
had miscalculated. The own'er 
was not about to let his vineyard 
go. He intervened in person, 

' ejected the tenants, and" put 
others in their place. The tenants 
wou ld now be ruined and might 
wel l have t o face murder charges. 

The po in t Jesus was t ry ing to 
make in this parable was that 
k i l l ing H im wou ld be no answer. 
(Remember Jesus t o l d . t h i s , 
parable- on the eve of His 
Passion.) His concern was not so 
much for Himself as for-v His 
vineyard, Israel. Israel was on the 
road t o doom. 

One of the supreme-tests of l i fe 
is, " H o w do w e use our j 
privileges?" Oscar Wi lde has' a I 
terrible k ind of parable l ike this, j 
Jesus was walk ing through the j 
streets of a city- In an o p e n : 

courtyard, He saw a young man 
f eas t i ng g l u t t o n o u s l y and 
growing drunk w i t h wine. "Young 
man," said Jesus, "why do you 

live like that?" 

" I was a leper," said the young 
man,•• "and you cleansed me. 
How else should I i ive?" 

Jesus wen t o n , and on the street 
He saw a young girl c lad iri 
tawdry f inery, a girl of-the streets, 
and after her theretrame a young 
man with—eyes l ike a hunter. 
"Young man," said Jesus, "why do 
you look at that girl/ l ike that?" 

" I was b l ind , " said the young 
man, "and you opened my eyes. 
How else should I look?" 

"Daughter,"' said Jesus to: the 
gir l , "why do you l ive like tljiat?" 

"Iwas a sinner," she said, "and 
you forgave me. How else'should 
I l ive?" • 

Here were three people who 
had received priceless gifts f rom 
Jesus and > who used them like, 
that. ' \ 

What nation has been, so 
privileged as our nation? What 
religion as our religion? Vyhat 
people as we the People of G?d? 
Much has been given us. Much, 
wi l l be demanded of us. Privilege, 
bears with it responsibility —that . 
of producing t h e f ru i t of good 
works. A hand forever .extended, 
as God's, has. been to us; and 
forever rejected w i l l be w i t h 
drawn and extended to others, ft 
h a p p e n e d to; Cod ' s .Chosen 
People. God fo rb id i t should ever 
happen t o anyone o f us.' 

put t ing isthijs: d o we — .after 10 
years ' of l i turgical renewal —, 
have t o Begin qu i te consciously 
to rediscover all over again the 
prayer" dimepsioo of l i turgy and 
especially of; the Mass? How can 
we make l i turgy more reflective 
so that people can truly en
counter the 'Al l -Holy God in their 
worship? •' 

One of the answers t d this 
question —• an answer that is of 
prime importance — is that we 
must make more effective use of 
silence iri our l i turgy. To be silent 
at Masses as, important as to sing 
at Mass. W e need to sing at the 
Sunday liturgy;, but we have an 
equal need for silence. It is i n 
teresting that this need for silence 
has been set for th in the 
d o c u m e n t s on t h e l i t u r g i c a l 
reform f rom the very beginning. 
Thus in the Consti tut ion on the 
Sacred Liturgy, issued in 1964, 
there is a discussion in article 30 
of the various'ways in which the 
people should take an active part 
in the> l i turgy. The article con
cludes" w i th the words^ "at the 
proper times alJ should'observe a 
reverent si lence." 

The introduct ion to the new 
Romati Missal says: "Silence at 
designated times- is also a part of 
the celebration^ Its character w i l l 
depend on the t ime it occurs in 
the-particular celebration. A t the 
penitential r i te and again after 
the inv i ta t ion to prayer, each one 
should become recollected; at 
the conclusion of a reading or 
homi. ly , each one med i ta tes 
brief ly on what he has heard; 
after Communion he praises Cod 
in his heart and prays." (General 
Instruction #23). 

- The bishops of the Uni ted 
States in their' foreword to the 
new Missal saw f i t to comment 
oih this statement in the General 
Instruction. They say.:__In order to-
faci l i tate the use of silence 
rubrical directions for silent 
prayer have been ind icated in this 
edi t ion .(of the Missal). These 

CDA PLANS 

B r o c k p o r t — C a t h o l i c 
Daughters of America, Court 
Nat iv i ty of Our Lady, plan t o have 
a. reception of new members in 
October. A special Mass wi l l be 
held for this occasion. .A . lun
cheon for t he Elderberry Club w i l l 
be hosted by the CDA Tn 
November.' ' , 

silent periods for prayer should 
n o t be too brief or t oo lengthy. A 

. more lengthy pause for reflection 
may take place at , the penitential 
rite and after the readings and 
homi ly . " 

- The Bishops offer the rationale 
f o r t h i s silence: "The proper use 
o f periods of silent prayer and 
reflection w i l l help to render the 
celebration ;less mechanical and 
impersonal and., lend a more 
prayerful spirit t o the l i turgical 
rite. Just as there should be no 
celebration w i thout song, so too 
there should be no celebration 
without periods for silent prayer 
and ref lect ion." 

Silence then is one of the chief 
ingredients of a prayerful l i turgy 
— silence seen as a positive way 
of participation, ndt just as a time 
of doing nothing. Our age is a 
noisy age that f inds it d i f f icu l t t o 
use silence in a meaningful way. 

,We have t o teach people and 
learn ourselves to understand 
silence as the experience of a 
Presence. Silent prayer makes it 

. possible for us to respond to God 
in the I iturgy. 

Scout Retpeat 
At Seminary 

The n inth annual Boy Scout] 
Retreat was held at St. Bernard's; 
Seminary Sept. 26-28. Nearly 350, 
scouts and t he i r leaders,! 
representing some 20 troops ini 
the Rochester area, camped on: 
the serninary grounds. 

A project of the seminarians ofi 
St. Bernard's and Becket Hall the 
retreat had as its theme "Jesus is 
alive j n '75." Leaders were Paul 
Grenon, a third-year student frorrj 
the diocese of Providence, R.lj 
and Michael Ryan, a second-year 
student f rom this diocese. 

Halls 
FLOWER SHOP 

2075 DEWEY AVE, 
Near the West Gale 

of Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 
865-6533 

Ntx» door to Hall's. Travel Strvict 

ST. RITA'S 
West Webster 

Old Fashioned Ham Dinner 
Oct. 18 Serving 4-8:30 

Homemade Pies & Rolls 

Tickets at Rectory 
Adults—2.75 in advance j 3.25 at door 

Children—1.25 im advance, 1.50 at door 
Golden—2.00 in advance', 2.50 at door 

Advance Cut-off Dater- Oct. 12 
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UNIQUE TO ROCHESTER 

CUSTOM FURNITURE 
CARPETS & DRAPERIES 
ONE OF THE LARGER UPHOLSTERERS IN THE AREA 

"SERVING ROCHESTER SINCE 1933" 

458-5200 
Visit Our Factory Showroom 

1476 Lake Ave. 
at Ridgeway — near Kodak Park 

NOW YOU CAN HAVE 

R 
INCOME FOB LIFE... 
Our l i t t l e W i s e lyian f r o m t h e East s u g g e s t s t ha t y o u l ook 
into CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 

"Annuity Plans novy. He says they assure you a 
lifelong guaranteed income — beginning now or at a 
future date— plus attractive tax savings, they also 
enable you to share more than you ever thought you 

" c o u l d w i t h Cr f r i s t ' s poo r . S e n d f o r h i s i n f o r m a t i v e 
b o o k l e t . IT 'S F R E _ - I T S V A L U A B L E - a n d the re ' s n o 

-s, obligation, naturally! You'll find it well worth wihile! 
M i g r . John G. Nolan 
National Secretary 

C A T H O L I C N E A R E A S T 
W E L F A R E A S S O C I A T I O N 
Terence Cardinal Cooke, Presidejifi 
1011 First Avenue • New York, N<V. 10022 • 212/826-1480 

ear Msgr. Nolan: 

es, l| arrv interested in learning more/about GNEWA Annuity Plan's! 
Please send "me your FREE booklet . ' 

{Please print) 
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