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Geneva — Margaret, Mapes 
Clark of Castle Street used to run 
errands tor a- grandson of Saint 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

He was Archbishop Robert 
i Seton, 84; years old when she was 
• a col lege freshman. 

- ."He was a brilliant and in-' 
t e r e s t i n g c o n v e r s a t i o n a l i s t . A 
kindly man, with a nice sense of 
humor . . . .," Mrs. Clark to ld 
Stella Cecere of the Geneva 
Times in a recent interview. 

The" archbishop had come 
home after 45 years in Rorne, and 
was l iv ing in retirement at the 
Col lege, of St. Elizabeth in 
Convent Station, N.J:, which is 
run by his sainted grandmother's 
Daughters of. Char i ty of St. 
Joseph. Mrs. Clark entered the 
college after her graduation frorr 
Nazareth Academy in 1922, and 

. she was a- f r iend of the prelate 
throughout her college years, she 
said. 

He l iked t o talk about his l i fe in 
Rome, she recalled, and one of. 
his favori te remarks: was " I ta l ian . 
ladies are" beaut i fu l , and I love 
them all,!.febastely." 

Mrs. Clark, w i d o w ' o f Harold 
Clark, is a native of Lyons. She 
formerly worked as a medical 
secretary. She is active in the 
affairs -of+ St. Francis de Sales 
parish arid has directed the 
cancer fund drive here for the 

past f ive years. 

Afchbishpp Seton never knew 
his famous grandmother. She" 

. died in 1821, 18 years before his 
birth. 

Mrs . Clark 's 1923 co l l ege 
yearbook has this to say of 'h im: 

"Archbishop Seton, ; who ! was 
born eighty:four years ago in New: 

York City, is of noble lineage, 
c la iming as his ancestors the 
Curzons of Balt imore and the 
Setons, an old Scottish fami ly. 
One of the Setons fought w i th 
Joan of Arc and was present 
w i th her at the coronation of 
Charles in the Cathedral of 
Rheims. 

"Archbishop Seton received his 
early education at home under 
private tutors, unt i l he became a 
student of Mount ~Saint Mary's 
College, EmmitsburgvHe received 
his LL.D. at No t re Dame 
Un ive rs i t y and Seton Hal l 
College, New Jersey. He ,is 
probably, the only .American 
priest ever graduated f rom the 
Academia Ecclesiastica in Rome. 
He was raised to the rank of 
Private Chamberlain by Pope Pius 
IX in 1866, and in 1876 he went to 
Rome where he made h i s 
residence-until his return to ' th is 
country in 1921. His literary 
p r o d u c t i o n s i n c l u d e c o n 
tributions to the Catholic Wor ld 
and t h e A m e r i c a n Ca tho l i c 
Quarterly Review." 
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I've been, in trouble lately for 
not being construct ive or hopeful 
enough. 

When the charge is made, I 
plead in my own defense that t o 
pretend to hopefulness about 
American Cathol icism is to l ie. 
"But , say my -accusers, " then 
you are not Christ ian, because 

Christians' always hope." 

To confuse religious hope w i t h 
inst i tut ional hope is mindless and 
muddle-headed. It is charac
teristic of the shallow roman
t ic ism which", makes me so 
pessimistic about the future of 
the American Church. 

At issue are three different 
meanings of t he word "hope. " It 
can refer to that virtue, wh ich is 
the other side of the coin of fa i th. 
One conf ident ly expects that t he 
kingdom, jesus preached w i l l 
f inal ly be achieved and that.one's 
work for that k ingdom has not 
been in vain. Such hope is ex
pressed by al l Christians daily in 
the words " thy k ingdom come." It 
is not an easy hope, not a 
s u p e r f i c i a l e n t h u s i a s m . St. 
Augustine had i t when he died 
w i th the barbarians, at the gate 
who were about to destroy North 
A f r i c a n C h r i s t i a n i t y . Thomas 
More had it when he put his head 
on the block, knowing that the 
old fa i th was doomed in England 
for centuries to come. W e can 
have it today even though we 
know that American Cathol icism 
is rapidly fa l l ing apart. 

A second kind of hope comes 
f rom the 'religious situation in 
which, one finds oneself: There 
have been t imes in human history 
when religious issues were n o t . 
important, when the confidence -
of humankind in its abi l i ty t o 
control its own destiny was so 
powerful that. rejigion seemed 
irrelevant. One such era just 
ended. We are now in the first 

• phases of a new era when 
questions a b q u t t h e meaning and 

In the midst of this I 
spout hopeful platitudes? 
you, but my name 
Pollyanna. 

is 

Ithaca: r̂  A t . Immaculate 
Conception parish parents' of 
second graders-" recently, have 
received. / in format ion out l in ing 
the home and parish program for 
E u c h i r i s t i c i n i t i a t i o n . T h e 
teachers, Sisters,and Priests are 
hopeful that they w i l l benefi t the 
children as they,grow in Christ. In 
order to provide the indiv idual 
attent ion and. personal Care, not 
o f f e red in la rge-group i n 
struct ons, the home and parish 
progrcim w i l l be^fol lowed again. 

It is 
o n l y 
comp 
prove 

fe l t that cooperat ion is not 
essent ia l b u t t h e ac-
ishments of prior programs 
"the program's worjth. 

purpose of "" human l i fe have 
begun ; to take on an almost 
obsessive importance."At such a 
t ime, one can reasonably hope 
that religion wi l l play an ex
tremely important role in human 
l i fe—in the long-run. 

But in the long run, as Lord-
Keynes remarked, we will all be 
dead. It is the short-run future 
(20, 30 years) of the insti tut ion 
called American Catholicism for 
which I f ind l i t t le ground to hope. 
The Church has a heritage and a 
t radit ion f i l led w i th resources 

. which could respond to the 
desperate yearn ings of 
contemporaryhumankind. When I 
was younger I was convinced that 
we couldn' t blow such a mar
velous opportuni ty. 

I underestimated the col lective 
capacity of American Catholics 
for always doiqg the more stupid 
t h i n g . W e ' v e b l o w n i t —no t 
because w e were fated t o , not 

. because the odds were against us, 
not because the opportunit ies 
weren't there but because we 
were too lazy, top self-indulgent, 
and top dumb to see and respond 
to them. 

Consider: We have a theory of 
human nature 4nd human society 
which believesithat freedom and 

. trust among human beings is 
possible. So our left w ing eagerly 
embraces oppress ive Marx is t 
socialism. W e have the oldest-
and most glorious mystical and 
coeternplative tradit ion in the 
Western wor ld . So our r ight-wing 
tu rns t o fundamenta l i s t -
Protestantism for the foolishness 
of charismatic romanticism-

O u r i nne r - c i t y . pa roch ia l 
schools are practicing the most ' 
generous f o r m of Chr is t ian 
charity in the century, arid we are 
phasing them out so bishops can 
play w i th closed-circuit TV. Our 
outer-city parochial schools are 
still immensely'"popular wifth the 
f a i t h f u l — a n d o f provein ef
fectiveness—SO w.e don't , bui ld 
new ones. 

Our, leaders have been masters , 
of the American game of com
promise, consensus, and cojalitipn 
for a hundred years; and now the 
present l eadersh ip issb.es a 
b i c e n t e n n i a l p rog ram W h i c h 
rejects the American democrat ic 
experiment in the name! of a 
" h a t e A m e r i c a " l i b e r a t i o n 
t h e o l o g y i m p o r t e d frd>m a 
continent wh ich has never krfown 
pol i t ical freedom. 

should 
Thank 

not 

series of sessions for the 
parents of the First. Communion 
candidates has been scheduled 
with ihe hope that the children 
wi l l be ready for the Eucharist by 
Christmas. Both parents are urged 
to take an active part in their 
chi ld'^ preparation. 

Sessions are as fol lows: Session 
o n e : ' j I m m a c u l a t e C o n c e p t i o n 
Schpol, room 108 on Monday, 
Oct. 6; -Wednesday, Oct. 8 and. 
Friday, Oct. 10. 

Session two , also at the school 
and ih r o o m . 108, wi l l be .'held 
Tuesday, Oc t , , 14; Wednesday 
Oct. il5; or Friday, Oct. 17. 

i 
Both sessions w i l l begin at 7:30 

sharp; and end at 10:00 p.m. 
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| SI. AN DREW'S PARISH g 
$ ' Prescriptions "& 
g; Carefully Compounded g-

| MANDELI/S PHARMACY I 
| , OF ROCHESTER INC. , | 

Mel Wheeler • Hy MandeN j§ 

1467-0879 • 467-07851 
« DRUCS-tp,SMET'ICS-SUNDRIES - j : 
ii Portland Ave. at Nnrlon ;•;• 

Family Life is the focus pf t h e 
;-1975 Respect Life Pro'gl-am, wh ich 
;gets underway this weekend here 
,ahd elsewhere throughout the 
country. ' 

The National Conference o f 
C a t h o l i c B ishops c h o s e th i s 
approach for t w o reasons, Bishop 
Joseph L. Hogan explains in a 
letter to be read f rom the pulpits 

. Oct." 4 and 5. First, because 
"educat ion for justice and social 
harmony is learned f irst of all in 
the family,! ' the letter says, and 
secondly, " the welfare of society 
is-very much dependent on the 
stabil i ty and wel l-being of the 
family." ; 

Masses'- t j i i s w e e k e n d w i l l 
emphas i ze t h e d i g n i t y and 
humanity of the unborn ch i ld , 
and the child's right to. l i fe. 
Bishop Hogan has authorized 
pastors to permit members of 
Right to Life committees t o 
collect money " for their very 
worthwhile progfam." 

The Respect Life program "is 
open-ended, beyond the first 
l i t u r g i c a l - o b s e r v a n c e , " Father 

Robert Collins commented. His 
Off ice of Faijriily Life has for
warded t o the$>arishes an out l ine 
o f ' t o p i c s " w h i c h h u m a n 
development or education 
committees- can use as they see 
fit," he said. . " 

The top ics include marriage, 
chi ldren, the aging, death, and 
dying and the roles and rights of 
women in society and in the 
Church. 

j FUTURE SHOCK 

Str Paul's Church, 783 Hard 
Road, Webster, w i l l present a 
thref-par t series on Future Shock, 
Tueslday evenings, October 7, 14 
and p i , f rom 8 to 9:30."The series 
--•'-" ' include • a showing and 

4ssion of the f i lm , Future 
a slide show enti t led 

I rd the Year 2000 and a 
"future s imulat ion" exercise, w i t h 
discussion. This series wi l l be led 
by Thomas Proietti and a team 
froijn St. John Fisher College. 
Refreshments wi l l be served.. 
The|e is no admission charge. 

FOR YEAR ROUND OUTDOOR COOKING! 
GRILLS, BARBEQUES. 
ROASTS, BAKES 

THE OUTDOORS and 
get that great 
natural flavor. 
Low operating cost. 
Less than 2c per meal 

for average size family.-

W e h a v e P E R M A N E N T C O A L S 

„ For all Gas[& Electric Grills 
1 

K & M INSTALLATION 
306 NORTON ST. at 

\ 

Corp. 
I the R.R. Tracks •544-5770 

SALES - SERVICE - ACCESSORIES 
Open 6 days lAon. thru Sat. 9 to 5:30 
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KEELERPAfjW 
Come up to Modern Living 

Keeler Park Apartments, located at the junction of the Keeler Expressway and Hudson 
Avenue, offers 16 floors of convenient l iving: brand new electric range, individually con
trolled heat, spacious, sunny rooms. Onsite parking, two laundromats! and community 
rooms for elderly and children add to the concept of total modern living. For applicants 
qualifying within income limitations, rent, including all utilities is: 

One Bedroom- $160 
" 4 

Two bedrooms—$180 
Call 338-3400 for further information and appointment. 
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